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St Matthew’s Mission 

Statement

Mission Statement:
“Welcome to our happy school, 
where everyone is valued and 
given the opportunity to ‘let 
their light shine.’ With Jesus in 
our hearts, we encourage love 
and respect for all. We strive to 
reach our goals, as we learn, and 
grow, in a safe and enjoyable 
environment.”



General information

▪ Children will keep their water bottles near to their tables and can have 
a drink at any point of the day.  If they finish, they can fill their water 
bottles. 

▪ We are really encouraging the children to develop a sense of global 
responsibility using reusable water bottles rather than plastic cups

▪ Children are encouraged to go to the toilet at break times, although 
they will be allowed to go during lessons if needed.



Year 3 Rewards 

▪ House points

▪  Good to be green

▪  Visit to Mrs Alderson

▪  Star Assembly

▪ Privilege cards’
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Homework in Year 3
Subject To be handed in

Reading
• Reading books will be changed on a Tuesday or a  Wednesday and should 

be brought to school every day. 

• It is unlikely there will be a comment from the teacher about reading in 
school, although if the teacher is concerned, they will contact parents/ 
guardians. 

• Reading books MUST match the phonics that is being taught.  

• If you feel the child is reading the book easily, you could challenge them by 
asking them to complete one of the reading diary activities. These include 
writing a book review, add a new chapter. It would also be great if they 
could read additional books from home. 

• Some children free reader, some children phonics 

Spellings
https://spellingframe.co.uk/manage/classes#/students/32059 

Maths
https://www.maths.co.uk/
https://ttrockstars.com/ 
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Year 3 Curriculum
Core Subjects
•  RE
•  English
•  Maths
•  Science

Foundation Subjects
• Computing
• Physical Education
• History
• Geography
• Art
• Design & Technology
• Music
• French



Topics

Science
Rocks, Soils 

and Fossils
Lights

Forces and 

Magnets
Plants

Animals 

including 

humans

Science and 

their 

inventions

RE
Creation and 

covenant

Prophecy and 

promise

Galilee to 

Jerusalem

Desert to 

garden

To the ends of 

the earth

Dialogue and 

encounter

History
Stone Age to 

Iron Age

Stone Age to 

Iron Age

Stone Age to 

Iron Age

Ancient 

Egyptians

Ancient 

Egyptians

Ancient 

Egyptians

Geography
My Place in 

the World

My Place in 

the World

My Place in 

the World
Coasts Coasts Coasts

Computing

Computing 

Systems and 

Network

Creating 

Animation

Desktop 

Publishing

Branching 

Databases

Sequence in 

Music

Events and 

Actions



Music
The children have 1 hour of music every Wednesday.

This is taught by Mr McNally.

Art
• The children have Art on a Thursday afternoon.

• This is taught by Mrs Limer.



PE

P.E. takes place on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons.

P.E kit is needed for all PE lessons. Children come to school in their 
P.E. kit – P.E T-shirt and blue shorts, plain blue or black bottoms 

and their blue school jumper. 

Computing
One lesson a week is ‘Computing specific’ 
and the children will usually be in the ICT 

suite for this, or using iPads.  
It would be extremely helpful, if you could 
help to teach the children about ‘e-safety’- 

there are links on the school website to help 
with this.



Religious Education
RE is based on a new curriculum from the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle

Autumn Term
Creation and covenant                           Prophesy and promise

Spring Term
Galilee to Jerusalem                                Desert to garden

Summer Term
To the ends of the earth                          Dialogue and encouter



PSHE and RSE (Relationships and sex 
education)

The Life to the Full programme on TenTen is based on the structure of ‘A Model 

Catholic RSE Curriculum’ by the Catholic Education Service. 

This model curriculum was highlighted as a work of good practice by the 

Department of Education so we therefore have confidence that the programme 

will be fit for purpose in supporting the growth and development of your child.





Spellings
Some children will be continuing phonics if required and we’ll 
also be doing year 3 spelling rules using Spelling Frame and 
other resources.



Common Exception Words



Reading
• In Year 3 the focus of reading sessions will be on Comprehension.  We will 

spend time looking at;

VIPERS

- Visualising

- Inference

- Predicting/ asking questions

- Explaining

- Retrieval

- Summarise

• For those children who are not fluent in reading, there will be extra 
sessions with myself or Mrs Bond.

• Any extra reading at home will be extremely beneficial for ALL children.



Handwriting
In Year 3, we are beginning to use ‘Letter Join’ in which the 
children will begin to write using cursive handwriting.  

Please encourage the children to use the correct size and 
orientation of letters when completing homework, and we 
will focus on the joins in school.  



Talk for Writing
How does it work?

There are 3 main phases : Imitation, Innovation and Independent Application.

Stage 1 - Imitation

The children spend some time as a class reading the text and pulling it apart, developing their 
comprehension skills and looking at key words and phrases within the text.

We will then look at grammar skills the children can use in their writing.

Stage 2 - Innovation

As a class children ‘innovate’ the text. This can be done in a number of ways:  Children may just 
switch the names of characters or change or add adjectives.  In this phase teachers draw on other 
high quality texts or passages to model good use of language or sentence structure. This is coupled 
with specific grammar work.

Stage 3 - Independent Application

Children apply what they have learnt in a piece of independent writing. 



Medium term plan



Writing Focus







Mastery Maths
• When teaching maths for mastery, the whole class moves through 

topics at broadly the same pace.  Each topic is studied in depth 
and the teacher does not move to the next stage until all children 
demonstrate that they have secure understanding.

• Mastery Maths rejects the idea that some children ‘just can’t do 
Maths’.  It is an inclusive approach.  

• Pupils who grasp concepts quickly are challenged with rich and 
sophisticated problems within the topic.  Those children who are 
not sufficiently fluent, are provided with additional support to 
consolidate learning.



FLUENCY 

VARIATION

          PROBLEM SOLVING

REASONING



Calculating Strategies

Strategies for adding: 

Putting the larger number first and counting on 

6 + 27 = 

27 + 6 = 

Using knowledge of number bonds to make 
calculations easier

6 + 8 + 4 = 6 + 4 + 8

        = 10 + 8

        = 18



Addition

14 + 25 = 

Partitioning:

20 + 10 = 30
5 + 4 = 9
30 + 9 = 39

39

2514



Number line up to 100:

14 + 25 = 

25 3935

+10 +4

Base 10:

+ =



Addition Column method - Carrying

1 8 6

+   2  5

   21 1

  1 1

74

+  25

    99



Subtraction

6555453531

-10- 4 -10-10

        

6 5 – 3 4 =

Counting back on an empty number line



Subtraction Column method - Exchanging

165 – 134 =

274 – 46 = 

  2 7 4

     4 6
2 2 8

6
1

_

165

  134

    31

_



Multiplication

More work on 3s, 4s and 8s times tables.

Number line:

12 x 3 = 

0      3       6      9     12     15      18      21      24       27      30      33      36



Short Multiplication

3 4

x   3

10 2

  1



Short Division

3 1



12 groups of 3:



Division
Sharing

                  If I share 12 sweets between
                          4 children, how many will they
                          have each?

12 ÷ 4 = 3 *** *** ******

Grouping

                    How many 4s in 12?

12 ÷ 4 = 3 **
**

**
**

**
**



Our SHINE Values

Strive, Help, Inspire, Nurture, Excel – 
together, we SHINE!



Communication 
We understand the importance of respectful and timely communication. This year, we 

have a new Communication Policy for Parents.
If you have a matter you would like to discuss, please contact the office to make an 

appointment with myself as Class Teacher.

For all email queries, please email the office on TMAOffice@stmatthewsjarrow.co.uk 
and this will be triaged to the relevant member of staff.

For any safeguarding concerns, please call the office and ask to speak to a Designated 
Safeguarding Lead (DSLs). Mrs Alderson, Miss Wiblin and Miss Shawcross are our DSLs.

For any SEND queries, please make an appointment with Miss Shawcross, our SENDCo. 
Miss Shawcross is available during her SEND time on Tuesday afternoons.

mailto:TMAOffice@stmatthewsjarrow.co.uk


Social Media 

Using Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp and other social networking sites 
is not the correct forum to raise any issues or concerns about the 
school, staff, other parents or students. Please always contact us 
directly if you have any concerns.

Any negative remarks on these sites can be seen as defamation of 
character, harassment or slander. This means that you could be 
prosecuted by the police.

Before posting about school matters or events, we ask you to pause 
and consider: Is this respectful? Is this necessary? Is this safe? 

Please never post any photos of any other pupils on social media for 
safeguarding purposes.



Thank you!

•We are looking 
forward to 
working with 
you this year! 
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