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ST MATTHEW’S C.E. PRIMARY

COMPUTING POLICY
COMPUTING 
Information and communication technology is an integral part of the national curriculum and is a key skill for everyday life, therefore it is important for all children to learn the necessary skills whilst at our school, and through computing pupils are more able to actively participate in a rapidly changing technological world. ‘That the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.’ 2 Timothy 3:17
It is essential that all pupils gain the confidence and ability that they need in this subject. The use of ICT will enhance and extend children’s learning across the whole curriculum whilst developing motivation and social skills.
AIMS 
All pupils have the right to rich, deep learning experiences that balance all of the aspects of computing.

We teach a curriculum that will:
· Build independence, stamina and resilience in all children. 
· Develop pupil’s skills in using technology to create, organize, store, manipulate and retrieve digital content. 
· Allow pupils to become more able to actively participate in a rapidly changing technological world.

· Allow pupils to flourish in a connected world, developing their sensitivity to others online, treating them with respect, and showing respect for their privacy.

· Teach pupils how to keep safe online, and where to go for help and support

· Develop pupil’s critical thinking and analytical skills, with the opportunity to reflect and problem solve.
THE COMPUTING CURRICULUM

As a school we are following the Bolton SICT scheme of work. Bolton have provided us with a long term plan, split into the four key strands; digital literacy, digital citizenship, computer science and information technology. Computing is taught weekly throughout school. Using the long term plan, teachers are able to plan engaging lessons covering all the aspects needed. 

Whilst pupils are at St. Matthew’s we want all pupils to develop their skills in using technology, as well as learning how to stay safe whilst online and where they can get help and support from. Critical thinking and analytical skills are also developed through the computing curriculum. Computing also ensures that pupils become digitally literate. By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand matters, skills and processes specified the programme of study. By the end of Year Six, pupils will emerge accomplished in many aspects of computing, 

Computing skills are taught both discretely and cross-curricularly, supporting other areas of learning across the school.

By the end of Key Stage 1 pupils will:

· Be able to use technology safely and respectfully. 

· Identify where to go for help and support

· Be able to use technology purposefully 

· Create and debug simple programs

· Use logical reasoning to predict behaviour of simple programs

· Understand what algorithms are

· Recognise common uses of IT beyond school

By the end of Key Stage 2 pupils will:

· Understand simple computer networks

· Be able to use technology safely respectfully and responsibly. 

· Recognise acceptable/unacceptable behaviour

· Be able to select, use and combine a variety of software on a range of digital devices 

· Design, write and debug programs

· Use sequence, selection and repetition in programs

· Use logical reasoning to explain how simple algorithms work

· Be able to use search technologies efficiently. 

CURRICULUM MANAGEMENT 

The Subject Leader will facilitate the use of Information and Communication Technology in the following ways:

· By updating the policy and scheme of work

· By ordering/updating resources with the help of the Computing Curriculum support.
· By providing/indicating CPD so that all staff are confident in how to teach the subject and have sufficient subject knowledge

· By keeping staff up to date with new developments

· By taking an overview of whole school planning to ensure that opportunities occur for pupils to develop an information and communication technology capability and that progression is taking place

· By supporting staff in developing pupils' capability

· By attending appropriate courses to update knowledge of current developments, and by keeping links with the Advisory Team for Information and Communication Technology

· By contributing to the School Improvement Plan

· By making sure all staff understand system for logging faults and use of the Internet/email

· By monitoring the curriculum

· By maintaining records of software licences and their deployment supported by the Computing Curriculum support.
ACCESS TO COMPUTING EQUIPMENT

There is a bank of laptops and iPads in KS1, LKS2 and UKS2 which link to the computer network by wireless technology. All computers are equipped with hard disks on which a suite of core software is installed to enable functionality when equipment is detached from the network.

Each classroom is equipped with an Interactive MyView board, and each member of teaching staff has a laptop to aid in their teaching.
Equipment that can be used to aid the teaching of Computer Science is currently kept in Key Stage two, as well as a set of Beebots and Probots in KS1 and EYFS. This equipment is available for all to use. 
INCLUSION

The school will promote equal opportunities for safe computer usage and fairness of distribution of computing resources. Children with a computer at home are encouraged to use it for educational benefit.

Positive images of the use of technology will be promoted. The school recognises the advantages of the use of computing by children with special educational needs.
Using computing can:

· address children's individual needs
· increase access to the curriculum
· enhance language skills
Staff should structure their teaching materials to match a learning difficulty. IPads have been given out to meet the needs of children with specific needs, and aid them with their learning. If the situation arises, the school will endeavour to increase the number of appropriate resources to suit the specific needs of the child.

RECORDING, ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING

In line with the scheme of work which we follow, assessment will be done following the Bolton template. Assessment sheets to be collected half termly by the subject lead, so an overview of the progress across school can be seen. Any areas for development can then be identified. 

All children have their own named folder within their cohort folder on the network and work will be saved into these as evidence of their computing development. Work completed using Purple Mash is to be saved on Purple Mash (there is no need to download).
REMOTE ACCESS

Where a teacher has access to school equipment out of school hours, teachers are encouraged to use these systems reasonably and appropriately. 

All staff to be trained on how to save their files to the school network, home shared files and remote access using the two-step authentication. Removable media such as memory sticks, laptops, PDAs and mobile phones should not be used to store any sensitive or personal data. 

Any data that could identify students or staff should not be removed from the school’s network without necessary controls being in place. This includes emailing personal information to home PCs.
PHOTOGRAPHS

The school is aware of the personal nature of photographs of children and understand that parents may not want images of their child to be shared on the school website. Please see the Photography and Video Recording Policy for further details regarding this issue.
REVIEW

This policy will be reviewed in consultation with the Headteacher and staff on an annual basis.  Amendments will be presented to the Governing Body.
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