
English Overview 2025/26 
 

Year Group Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 1 

1 Pathways 
to Write 

Lost and Found 
Outcome: Write an 

adventure story 
(fiction) 

Nibbles: the Book 
Monster 

Outcome: Write a diary 
entry based on Nibbles’ 

adventures (recount) 

The Lion Inside 
Outcome: Write a 

journey story (fiction) 

Beegu 
 

Outcome: Write their own 
version of the story (fiction) 

Somebody Swallowed 
Stanley 

Outcome: Write 
information about sea 
animals (non-fiction) 

Goldilocks and Just 
The one Bear 

Outcome: Write a 
traditional story with a 
new character (fiction) 

Pathways 
to Poetry 

Sea Songs 
 

Outcome: Action 
rhyme and list poem 

 If I Had a Beak 
 

Outcome: Senses poem 

 Fruit Salad 
(Su2 moved to Su1) 

 
Outcome: Shape poem 

 

Year 2 



2 Pathways 
to Write 

Look up! 
Outcome: Write a 

diary entry (recount) 

The Owl Who Was 
Afraid of the Dark 
Outcome: Write a fact 
sheet about owls (non-
chronological report) 

The Dragon 
Machine 

Outcome: Write an 
adventure story with 

change of character and 
machine (fiction) 

My 

Name is Not Refugee 
Outcome: Write a recount of 
events from character’s point 

of view (recount) 

The Last Wolf 
 

Outcome: Write a letter in 
role as the character 

persuading to save the 
trees (letter) 

Grandad’s Secret 
Giant 

Outcome: Write a 
story with a moral 

focus (fiction) 

 Pathways 
to Poetry 

 Zebra Question  
(Au1 moved to Au2) 

 
Outcome: Riddles and 

List Poem 

 
 

Night Sounds 
 

Outcome: Senses Poem 

 Fox 
 

Outcome: Descriptive 
poem 

Year 3 

3 Pathways 
to Write 

Seal Surfer 
Outcome: Write a 

letter in role 
recounting events of 
the story (recount) 

Winter’s Child 
Outcome: Write a 

fantasy story based on a 
fable (fiction) 

Stone Age Boy 
Outcome: Write a 

historical narrative set 
in the Stone Age 

(fiction) 

Big Blue Whale 
Outcome: Write an informative 

article persuading for the 
protection of the blue whale 

(persuasion) 

Journey 
Outcome: Write an 

adventure story (fiction) 

Zeraffa Giraffa 
Outcome: Write a 

tourism leaflet for the 
Jardin des Plantes in 

Paris (persuasion) 



Pathways 
to Poetry 

 Dance with me, 
Autumn 

 
Outcome: Descriptive 

seasonal poem 

 The Magnificent Bull 
 

Outcome: Dinka-inspired 
poem 

 

 Apes to Zebras 
 

Outcome: Shape 
poetry 

Pathways 
to Read 

The Sea Book 

Ice Palace 
The Iron Man 

Blue  Usborne Illustrated 
Atlas of Britain and 

Ireland 

 Egyptian 
Cinderella 

Year 4 

4 Pathways 
to Write 

Counting on 
Katherine 

Outcome: Write a fact 
file (non-fiction) 

Leon and the Place 
Between 

Outcome: Write a diary 
from Leon’s point of 

view (recount) 

Escape From 
Pompeii 

Outcome: Write a 
historical narrative from 

character’s point of 
view (fiction) 

Amazing Islands 
 

Outcome: Write an adventure 
story from point of view of the 

boy (fiction) 

Alba The Hundred 
Year Old Fish 

Outcome: Write an 
information board (non-

fiction) 

Blue John 
Outcome: Write a 
letter in role as a 

caving expert, 
including an 
explanation 

(explanation) 



Pathways 
to Poetry 

Family Album 
 

Outcome: Free verse, 
narrative poem 

 The Roman 
Centurion’s Song 

 
Outcome: Cinquain  

 I am the Seed that 
Grew the Tree 

 
Outcome: Haiku 

 

Pathways 
to Read 

Rise Up: Ordinary 
Kids with 

Extraordinary 
Stories 

The Train to 
Impossible Places 

 
 
 

DK Findout! 
Volcanoes Ariki and the Island of 

Wonders 

Fantastically Great 
Women who Saved 

the Planet 

A Stage Full of 
Shakespeare 

Stories 

Year 5 

5 Pathways 
to Write  

 
 
 

 
Young, 
Gifted 

and 
Black | Race to 

the Frozen North 

Beowulf 
 

Outcome: Write a 
further adventure 

(fiction) 

Arthur and the 
Golden Rope 

 
Outcome: Write a 

myth, creating 
characters and settings 

(fiction) 

 

The Darkest Dark 
 

Outcome: Write a formal 
biography of Chris Hadfield  

(recount) 

 
The Brilliant Deep 

 
Outcome: Write an 
information leaflet 

(persuasion/information) 

Radiant Child: The 
Story of Young Artist 

Jean-Michel 
Basquiat 

Outcome: Write an 
information text for a 
gallery (non-fiction) 



Outcome: Write a 
series of diary entries 

(recount) 

Pathways 
to Poetry 

The Song of 
Hiawatha 

 
Outcome: Narrative 

poem 

 Viking Kennings & 
Spellings 

 
Outcome: Songs and 

word play 

 The Sun in Me 
 

Outcome: Free-verse poem 

 

Pathways 
to Read 

Goodnight Stories 
for Rebel Girls 

 
 
 

Hansel and Gretel Odd and the Frost 
Giants 

 
Exploring Space 

The Last Wild 
African Tales: A 

Barefoot Collection 

Year 6 

6 Pathways 
to Write 

 
 

King Kong 
Outcome: Write an 
action-packed story 

ending (fiction) 

Can We Save The 
Tiger? 

Outcome: Write a 
hybrid booklet about an 

The Selfish Giant 
 

The Day War Came 
 

Outcome: Write a letter to 
raise awareness (persuasion) 

Manfish 
 

Outcome: Write a 
biography of Jacques 

Sky Chasers 
 

Outcome: Write an 
adventure story from 



amazing animal 
(information/ 

explanation/persuasion) 
& diary (recount) 

Outcome: Retell a 
classic narrative from a 

character’s point of 
view (fiction) 

Cousteau (recount) & an 
adventure story (fiction) 

two different 
viewpoints (fiction) & 

an autobiography 
(recount) 

Pathways 
to Poetry 

 A Tiger in the Zoo 
 

Outcome: Free-verse 
poem which conveys a 

message 

 The Sea 
 

Outcome: Narrative poem 

 Sonnet Written at 
the Close of Spring 

Outcome: Sonnet 

Pathways 
to Read 

 
When We Were 

Warriors  The Place for Me: 
Stories about the 

Windrush 
Generation 

  
The Happy Prince 
and Other Tales 

 

Goldfish Boy 
 

Great Adventurers Sky Chasers 

 


