	St. Matthew's
 C of E Primary School Policies


[image: image1.png]€
St. Matthew’s W
CofE Primary School




GEOGRAPHY

INTRODUCTION

Geography is a subject within the National Curriculum.  This policy outlines the purpose, nature and implementation of Geography at St. Matthew’s C of E Primary School.

The policy was drawn up by the Geography Subject Leader, in consultation with all staff and has the full agreement of the Governing Body.  The policy was developed in consideration of the demands of the new curriculum.
It is the responsibility of the Headteacher and Subject Leader to ensure that all staff are implementing the policy.

THE NATURE OF GEOGRAPHY

Geography is the study of people and their environment.  It should help children make sense of their surroundings and the wider world through an appreciation of the variety of physical and human environments and their interaction.

It is important because it provides a background of knowledge so that children can place local, national and global events, also enabling children to be aware of differing cultures and communities in British society and elsewhere in the world.

ENTITLEMENT AND AIMS

Individual entitlement is the fundamental skills knowledge and concepts of the subject as set out in ‘Geography in the National Curriculum’ where they are presented under the headings of:

· Geographical enquiry and skills.

· Knowledge and understanding of places.

· Knowledge and understanding of patterns and processes.

· Knowledge and understanding of environmental change and sustainable development.

Aims

· Our vision is for:

· Pupils to develop their understanding and appreciation of places and their importance to us, of our impact on them and how we can manage and develop them sustainably.

· The geography that children learn to be brought ‘alive’ for them through investigating and asking questions about the world.

· Children to understand ‘space’ and ‘scale’, including the layout of places within their own locality, their own country and the wider world and how this can be represented on maps.

· Children to recognize and value interdependence through themes such as climate change, food, water and energy.

IMPLEMENTATION

We use the New Curriculum as the basis for our planning in Geography. Geography is delivered as an integral part of themed topic work covered during the year.  In the Early Years it is built into the Early Years Foundation Stage, from Years 1-6 Geography is organised through a creative scheme of work, providing a cross curricular programme of study which delivers knowledge, skills and understanding of places and localities.

We plan progression into the schemes of work so that children are increasingly challenged as they move through the school.
The Foundation Stage

We teach Geography in Reception and Nursery classes as an integral part of the creative topic work covered during the year. As the Reception and Nursery classes are part of the Foundation Stage we relate the Geography side of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs), which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five.
Aims -

The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils by the end of each

key stage, know, can apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the

relevant programmes of study.

Key Stage 1
By the end of KS1 children should be able to:

•
Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans.

•
Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the UK and its surrounding areas.

•
Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the UK, and of a contrasting non-European country.

•
Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK.

•
Identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles.

•
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather.

•
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop.

•
Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage.
•
Use simple compass directions (N.S.E.W) and locational language (eg. Far and near) to describe the location of features and routes on a map.

•
Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognize landmarks and basic physical features; devise a simple map, and use and construct basic symbols in a key.

•
Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.
Key Stage 2

By the end of KS2 children should be able to:

•
Name and locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (incl. Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.

•
Name and locate countries and cities of the UK, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (inc hills, mountains, coasts, rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time.

•
Identify the position and significance of latitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (inc the day and night).

•
Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region or area of the UK (different from that taught at KS1), a region or area in a European country, and a region or area within North or South America.

•
Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle.

•
Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlements and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals, and water.

•
Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied.

•
Use the eight points of a compass, four-figured grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the UK and the wider world.

•
Use fieldwork to observe, measure and record the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND INCLUSION
Children with S.E.N.s engage in the same activities as their peer group.  They receive extra support through:

· Differentiation through task, outcome and resources.

Such pupils include:

· Those who have difficulties with language or understanding of Geographical concepts, skills and knowledge.

· Those who have a particular ability and who work more quickly.

MULTICULTURAL ISSUES

It is our aim for children to have the opportunity to draw on their own family experiences and that of the wider community, learning about the value and concerns which human beings in different localities and culture have in common.

Care will be taken to recognise and challenge negative image of developing countries:


in the media,


in pictures or


in print.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Relevant software packages and the Internet can be used for.

· Communicating information.

· Handling information.

· Modelling.

· The development of Geographical skills, e.g. map skills.

· Researching information.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

All pupils, regardless of race, gender or disability will receive a broad and balanced programme of Geography education.

RESOURCES

Relevant resources for specific year groups are located within the relevant classrooms.  Additional resources can be found in the central resource area.  A comprehensive list of all resources is available.

ASSESSMENT AND RECORDING

Please see Assessment, Recording and Reporting Policy.

THE ROLE OF THE SUBJECT LEADER
It is the responsibility of the Subject Leader to:

· Support colleagues in their development of detailed work plans and implementation of the scheme of work in close liaison with the assessment co-ordinator in developing assessment and record keeping activities.

· Support the Headteacher in the monitoring and evaluation of Geography throughout the school.

· Take responsibility for the purchase and organisation of central resources for Geography.

· Keep up-to-date with developments in Geography education and disseminate information to colleagues as appropriate.

SAFETY
Staff and children should be aware of safety procedures when handling materials and equipment of a hazardous nature, e.g. thermometer.

Children should be made aware of road safety specifically when on field trips.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTATION

This policy was informed by reference to:

· Policy Development in the Primary School - Policy for Geography.

· Geography in the National Curriculum.

REVIEW

This documentation will be reviewed in consultation with the Headteacher and staff on an annual basis.  Amendments will be presented to the Governing Body.
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