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HISTORY Policy
“I am with you always.” Matthew 28:20
INTRODUCTION

   History widens our knowledge and understanding of the world, society and provides identity. It teaches us to understand change, development and how to learn from others. It is a vital part of the National Curriculum and all children are entitled to a high-quality History education.

   At St. Matthews’ School we aim to engage pupils’ creative and critical thinking about change, both globally and the implications for the future. Our shared vision is that pupil’s historical knowledge and skills are to be developed through analyzing and judging different sources of evidence and understanding its importance when piecing together the past. We want History to encourage pupils to explore how the world has changed, the processes involved and the impact and legacy of change. We will teach chronology to help pupils see ‘the big picture’ of historical narrative, enabling pupils to make connections between different periods of the past and the present. It is also important that pupils’ use their historical understanding to help them to interpret events and actions in a balanced way and express and argue for their point of view – skills that are prized in adult life.
AIMS / INTENT
For pupils to succeed in History, Teachers will follow the Dimensions ‘Learning means the world’ Curriculum which covers National Curriculum objectives through specific History units. It covers local, national and international History. It uses a knowledge building ‘pillar of chronology’ to allow pupils to develop their learning within each phase. Teachers tailor their planning considering their individual pupils needs. It is underpinned by the 4 C’s (conflict, communication, conservation, culture) and our Christian way of life at St.Matthews’.

History in EYFS Framework

 The most relevant outcomes for History are taken from the following areas of learning: Understanding of the world.

Key Stage 1

By the end of KS1 pupils should know about: 

· Changes within living memory.  Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life. (Covered in Zero to hero and Inter-Nation Media Station).

· Pupils should be taught about events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally, or events commemorated through festivals or anniversaries. (Covered in Unity in the Community and Inter-Nation media station).

· Pupils should be taught about the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements.  Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods. (Covered in Unity in the community).

· Pupils should be taught about significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.  (Covered in Zero to hero and Inter-Nation Media Station).
Key Stage 2
By the end of KS2 pupils should know about:

· Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age.
· The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain.
· The settlement in Britain by the Anglo-Saxons and Scots.
· The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor.
· An aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 Legacy.
· Pupils should be taught a local history study.
· Pupils should be taught about an Early Civilization.
· Pupils should be taught about Ancient Greece.
· Pupils should be taught about a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history.
IMPLEMENTATION

At St Matthews’ History will be taught through the Dimensions curriculum with cross-reference to the National Curriculum (DFE 2013).  It will be topic based and make cross curricular links.  All history skills relevant to the year group will be covered throughout the school year.
Each child will be encouraged, according to individual age, ability and culture to develop a range of historical skills and methods through which they can build a body of knowledge, language and a sense of chronology within which they can organise their understanding of specific historical periods and differing rates of change over time.

A variety of teaching and learning strategies are used – these include whole class teaching by teacher presentations, group and individual work, discussion, drama, group presentations, model making and practical archaeological skills, providing an overall balance between understanding information and prompting pupils to become active enquirers.

Each child will be given the opportunity to explore a wide variety of sources, both primary and secondary.  Visitors and School visits will be arranged to support learning where appropriate at Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.
By the end of Key Stage 2, children will have had experience to develop the increasingly sophisticated skills necessary for the retrieval and critical analysis of evidence.  They should be able to recognise that viewpoints and sources may conflict.  The children will be encouraged to reflect upon information and reach conclusions which they will communicate in various forms.

SPECIAL EDUCAIONAL NEEDS AND INCLUSION
In order to ensure that pupils with SEN receive their entitlement, teachers may need help from the SENCO to advise suitable provision.  It is our responsibility to ensure that all children have work suitably matched to their own ability.  Children with SEN or EAL may require more time to develop their historical knowledge and understanding and have a stronger need for a positive attitude from staff.

MULTICULTURAL ISSUES

It is our aim for children to have the opportunity to explore the history of their own family, community and neighbourhood and to see how local heritage and personal history are part of the wider world.  Social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity will be studied both in British history and in the history of other societies, paying attention to cultural, ethnic and religious differences.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

Each child will receive the History curriculum irrespective of gender, race or disability.

Historical Aspects of Equal Opportunities

History should be studied from a variety of perspectives which will enable children to reflect on the historical aspect of equal opportunities e.g. the changing role of women in Western society or British attitudes in the past towards the colonisation of countries/people.

Children will be taught to respect other cultures and their values.

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

Parents, grandparents and the local community can provide the children, in both key stages with the opportunity to gain information and interpretations of events in the past.

The children are encouraged to talk to their families and friends about their History study and this may occasion a ‘loaning’ of artefacts or family treasures.

RESOURCES

Key Stage 1

Resources are mainly based in Y1 classroom with specific topic based resources in the specific classrooms.

Key Stage 2

Resources are stored in the relevant classrooms for the area of study and centrally identified and itemised.

ASSESSMENT

Teachers will use the Dimensions Tracker. (Please see Assessment, Recording and Reporting Policy).
ROLE OF THE SUBJECT LEADER
It is the responsibility of the History Subject Leader to:


Support and guide staff in the planning and teaching of History.


Keep up to date with new initiatives and keep all staff informed of such changes.


To monitor the planning and teaching of the History curriculum to ensure continuity and progression throughout the Key Stages.


Order and organise appropriate resources.

REVIEW

This policy will be reviewed annually by the Headteacher, Subject Leader and staff.
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