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ST. MATTHEW’S C.E PRIMARY SCHOOL
MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGE POLICY

Intent 
 

Learning a foreign language is a necessary part of being a member of a multi-cultural society and provides an opening to other cultures. A high-quality language education should foster children's curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world in which they live. The teaching should enable children to express their ideas and thoughts in another language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in writing. Language teaching should provide the foundation for learning further languages, equipping children to study and work in other countries.

 

The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils:

• Understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources.
• Speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation.
• Write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt.
• Discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied.
 

Implementation
 

At St Matthew’s CE Primary School, we have a Language structure that ensures that every child in KS2 has the best opportunity to succeed. In order to achieve the intent statements listed above, French is taught on a weekly basis for at least 30 minutes throughout all eight classes in KS2, this provides a regular and consistent approach to language learning. All lessons are delivered by a specialist language teacher. Within lessons, outcomes are achieved through children completing tasks and activities in the four main skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing, reading stories,  singing songs in French, and learning about the History and Culture of France and French speaking countries.
 

Our interactive and lively lessons promote the enjoyment of, and enthusiasm for, language-learning. Lessons are planned and structured to ensure that key Languages skills are covered throughout the year. Units are structured strategically to enable children to build on language skills learnt previously and to make links, for example in spelling patterns and phonemes.
 

Impact
 

At St Matthew’s CE Primary School, we want our Language provision to impact our children in the ways listed below, so that they become confident linguists. In order to achieve that, our children will show the following:
 

• Strong listening and comprehension skills.
• The confidence to speak with good intonation and pronunciation.
• Fluency in reading.
• Fluency and imagination in writing.
• A passion for languages.
• An awareness of the culture of France and other Francophone countries.
• The ability to use language creatively and spontaneously.
· to develop pupils’ communication and literacy skills that lay the foundation for future language learning
· to develop linguistic competence, extend their knowledge of how language works and explore differences and similarities between the target language and English

· to enhance pupils’ awareness of the multilingual and multicultural world and introduce an international dimension to pupils’ learning, giving them an insight into their own culture and those of others

· We monitor the impact of our Language provision through pupil discussions, lesson observations and the monitoring of French books.
Objectives

The aims and objectives of learning a Foreign Language in primary school are to:

· foster an interest in learning other languages

· introduce young children to another language in a way that is enjoyable and fun 

· stimulate and encourage children’s curiosity about language

· encourage children to be aware that language has structure and that the structure differs from one language to another

· help the children to develop their awareness of cultural differences in other countries 

· develop their speaking and listening skills

· lay the foundations for future study

· extend language teaching beyond mother tongue learning
Approach
St. Matthew’s School believes in a communicative approach in which all pupils can actively engage in meaningful tasks.  Greatest emphasis will be given to speaking and listening, with writing and some reading where relevant.

The children are taught how to:

· ask and answer questions

· use correct pronunciation and grammar

· memorise words

· interpret meaning

· understand basic grammar

· work in pairs and groups and communicate in French

· look at life in another culture.

Tasks and activities will:

· have clear, achievable objectives

· be carefully planned and structured

· be practical, active and varied

· involve the use of ICT where appropriate

· include whole class, small group and pair work

· promote success and self esteem.

In KS2 French will be taught within a planned scheme of work following Language Programme of Study KS2 2014 curriculum and based on the QCA non-statutory guidelines for KS2 in the National Curriculum handbook for primary teachers in England and the QCA scheme of work for Modern Foreign Language, based on Lightbulb Languages SOW
Teaching and learning styles

The teaching in KS2 is continuing to be based on the guidance material in the QCA scheme of work for Modern Foreign Languages (KS2) and supplementary material collected as a result of in-service training and development work.  Teachers use a variety of techniques to encourage the children to have an active engagement with the Modern Foreign Language, including games, role play and action songs.
There are three main contexts in which language teaching and learning take place.

1 Language lessons
Although Primary Language cuts across the curriculum, KS2 children are taught specific skills, concepts and vocabulary in a 30 minute weekly dedicated lesson.  The content of these sessions are then reinforced during the week.

2 Language embedded into other lessons

Where appropriate, teachers give children opportunities to practise their foreign language in the context of lessons in other subject areas.  For instance, some instructions may be given in another language in a PE lesson; or children may count  while carrying out a maths activity or ask to go to the toilet.  This acts to reinforce the vocabulary and structures they have learned.

3 ‘Incidental’ language

Languages are part of the day to day life of the school.  For example, teachers use the foreign language to give simple classroom instructions (‘come in quietly’; ‘listen’; ‘look’), to ask questions (‘who wants school dinner?’; ‘what’s today’s date?’) and to take the register, lead Assembly and give permission for children to leave the room.  Children are encouraged to respond using the language they have learned, and sometimes teachers and pupils develop new language skills together, teachers acting as role models in the learning process.
This integrated approach is a strong model for teaching and learning, giving children opportunities to use and develop their language for communicating in stress-free real-life contexts.

Assessment
Teachers assess children’s progress informally during the lessons, evaluating progress against the national strands

· orally

· literacy

· intercultural understanding

Monitoring and review

We monitor teaching and learning in the same way as we do all the other subjects that we teach in the school.  The Subject Lead reports to the Governing Board on the progress of children in French.  The Governors’ Curriculum Committee has the responsibility of monitoring the success of the teaching in French.  
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