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ST. MATTHEW’S C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL

MUSIC
‘Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord’ – Ephesians 5:19
INTRODUCTION

Music is a subject within the National Curriculum.  This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for the teaching and learning of Music at St. Matthew’s C.E. Primary School. Studies have shown that music is important as it can stimulate brain development in children, as well as relieving stress. It is also a way to connect with people around us and can integrate many different subjects. With this in mind, music should not be excluded from the curriculum to make room for other subjects.  
It is the responsibility of the Headteacher and Music Subject Leader, to ensure that all staff are implementing the policy.

THE NATURE OF MUSIC

Music promotes diversity and is used to express the children's personal, emotional, social and cultural identity. All children have the right to a quality music curriculum throughout school. At St. Matthew’s Primary School the intention is that pupils gain a firm understanding of what music is through listening, singing, playing, evaluating, analysing, and composing across a wide variety of historical periods, styles, traditions, and musical genres. 
Music is concerned with the creative, aesthetic and emotional response to the rhythmic combinations of sounds.  It has two strands: - creation and evaluation.  The creative element involves children in using a variety of instruments for improvising, composing, comparing and performing.  The evaluative element enables pupils to develop skills in listening to and appraising their own work and that of other musicians and composers to understand the value and significance of music in society. 

Our objective at St. Matthew’s Primary School is to develop a curiosity for the subject, as well as an understanding and acceptance of the validity and importance of all types of music. We want music to inspire self-confidence in our children through development of a fun and safe learning environment 
ENTITLEMENT AND AIMS

The fundamental skills, knowledge and concepts of music are set out in the Programme of Study for Music as defined in the National Curriculum.
All pupils have the right to rich, deep learning experiences that balances all of the aspects of music. Teaching should ensure that listening, and applying knowledge and understanding, are developed through the interrelated skills of performing, composing and appraising.

By the end of Key Stage 1 pupils will:

· Be able to use their voices expressively and creatively

· Play tuned and untuned instruments musically

· Listen with concentration to a range of high quality live and recorded music

· Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using inter-related dimensions of music

By the end of Key Stage 2 pupils will:

· Sing and play instruments musically with increased confidence

· Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts

· Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes

· Listen with attention to detail

· Use and understand staff and other musical notation

· Appreciate a range of high quality live and recorded music

· Develop an understanding of the history of music

Aims

We teach a curriculum that will:
· Build independence, stamina and resilience in all children.

· Allow pupils the opportunity to learn to listen carefully, fine tuning their auditory skills and developing their ability to evaluate and appraise. 

· Increase pupil’s confidence through self-expression and performance, as well as providing a sense of achievement. 

· Encourage teamwork, helping build relationships by providing pupils with shared experiences.

· Help pupils to appreciate and understand a wide range of traditions and cultures

· Use music as a universal language to enable children to break down barriers and enable communication. 

IMPLEMENTATION

The music curriculum ensures students sing, listen, play, perform and evaluate. This is embedded in the theme units as well as the weekly singing assemblies and in various concerts and performances (both in and out of school).Every child at St. Matthew’s Primary School should be given the opportunity to perform to each other in class, but also to members of the wider community and their families. This could be as part of the wider opportunity lessons, as part of an after school club, or in one of the school productions in Rec, Y2, Y4 or Y6. 

The elements of music are taught through theme lessons. In the classroom students learn about the sounds that instruments make. They also learn how to compose focussing on different dimensions of music, which in turn feeds their understanding when listening, playing, or analysing music. Composing or performing using body percussion and vocal sounds is also part of the curriculum, which develops the understanding of musical elements without the added complexity of an instrument. 

Music is taught through a cross-curricular approach in the EYFS weekly.  In years 1 -6 music is taught through the theme lessons. Y1 and Y2 have weekly music lessons taught by a professional music teacher, and Y3 participate in Wider Opportunities Music Programme from the Bolton Music Service, with weekly drumming lessons. 
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND INCLUSION
Pupils with Special Needs are often able to find areas of strength in music.  This includes:-

 Pupils with learning difficulties who are given opportunities for musical development and performance.

 Pupils with particular ability and flair for music who may be directed towards individual instrumental tuition.
It is our aim for children to become familiar with a wide variety of musical traditions and appreciate a diversity of genres and forms.  Opportunities will be given to explore aspects of cultural identity allowing them to see that the musical heritage significant to themselves and their family is valued.

COMPUTING
There are computing opportunities in music with the recording of work for the children to listen to and appraise. Children should also get the opportunity to create music digitally using computers or iPad’s. 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

It is the teacher’s responsibility to ensure that, irrespective of race, gender or disability, all children receive their entitlement to Music education.

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

Parents are invited to performances and concerts, to support their children. These include Christmas productions, performances after attending a music club and class performances as and when. 
Parents are also invited to watch when music groups and choir are performing as part of a wider concert eg/ Young Voices or Bolton Music Festival. 

RESOURCES

The musical instruments are stored outside the Y3 classrooms, organised in the music trolley. Larger instruments, xylophones and some music books are stored in the Y3/4 cupboard. Singing books and ocarinas are stored in a cupboard in Y1 Bluebells.
The instruments are stored in accordance with the Health and Safety requirements.

School have subscribed to ‘Sing Up’. Each member of staff can create a log in to access songs that fit in with the curriculum. Songs can be used in the classroom, as well as whole school singing assemblies. 
ASSESSMENT AND RECORDING

Assessment will be completed using the Dimensions tracker. Children will be assessed against these statements after each music session. 
Recordings of children during music lessons (playing instruments of singing) will be stored on the system in the music folder under evidence. At least two recordings per half term, one at the beginning and another at the end to show progression within music. 

ROLE OF THE SUBJECT LEADER
It is the role of the Subject Lead to:-

 Offer support to all staff in the planning and delivery of Music.

 Monitor progress in Music and advise the Headteacher on any action needed.

 Be responsible for the purchase and organisation of resources.

 Co-ordinate extra-curricular activities involving Music.

 Keep up-to-date with developments in Music education and disseminate information to colleagues as appropriate

REVIEW

This policy will be reviewed in consultation with the Headteacher and staff on an annual basis.  Amendments will be presented to the Governing Body.
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