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St. Matthew’s

“I am with you always” Matthews 28:20
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See what we’ve been up
to this week:

Compassion
“Clothe yourselves with
compassion,kindness,
humility,gentleness and
patience.

Colossians 3.12

This Term’s Value is:

Visit the class pages on
the school website to
find out more

www._st-matthews.bolton.sch.uk

JI Dates For Your

Diary
18th March 2021 —-British
Values Day - Children to
wear red, white, blue.
19th March 2021—Comic
relief day—wear something
red, silly socks, or wacky
hair, Red noses £1.50 from
class teachers.

Easter Holidays

School closes at 1.00pm on
Wednesday 31st March
2021.

And reopens on Monday
19th April 2021.

Please Note—Nursery will
be closed to all pupils on
Wednesday 31st March
2021

New term starts
Monday 19th April 2021

School closed Monday 3rd
May 2021—Bank Holiday

School closed Thursday 6th
May 2021—Local elections




Important reminders

The timings to the school day. All classrooms will be open at the start
of the day from 8:45am. Every pupil MUST be in school ready to
learn by 9:00am. If they arrive after this time they will get a late mark.

Children finish at the end of the day at the following times:
Y1, Y3, Y5 will finish school at 2:55pm

Reception and Y4 will finish school at 3pm

Y2 and Y6 will finish at 3:05 pm

Uniform

irls
skirts/pinafore dresses (grey/black), trousers (grey/black)
sweaters/sweatshirts/fleece/cardigans (navy blue)
blouses/shirts/polo-necked shirts (white)
socks/tights (white/grey/black)
footwear — black shoes/trainers (all black including laces, no obvious
logos)
Boys
trousers (grey/black)
sweaters/sweatshirts/fleece (navy blue)
shirt/polo-necked shirts (white)
socks (white/grey/black)
footwear — black shoes/trainers (all black including laces, no obvious
logos)

Children should come dressed to school in school uniform everyday

unless they have P.E. when they should come ready dressed in
suitable P.E. kit.

PE Kit for both boys and girls is as follows:

White polo shirt or T-shirt

Dark (navy blue, black, grey) jogging bottoms, leggings or shorts
Dark (navy blue, black, grey) sweatshirt/ fleece

Black Trainers or pumps

Please check on your child’s class page to see when their P.E. days
are.




St Matthew’s Prayer

Dear God,

Lord Jesus, during your life on earth you showed
compassion and kindness to so many people who
were suffering and unhappy. Thank you for people
who have shown compassion and kindness to us and
given us the courage to keep going even when times
were tough.

Amen
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Ethos Team Challenge

Look at a picture that shows compassion.

How does it show compassion?
How does the picture make you
feel?

GoooQocoROooOO
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Why do you think that Jesus told the story of the
Good Samaritan?

Who showed compassion?

How do you show compassion to your neighbours?
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Attendance Information
{Monday 7th December —Friday 18th December 2020)
Our school attendance for 2020 / 2021 target is 96%

The last two weeks whole school attendance was 95.5%

Rec E—93.1%

Mrs Elliott

Rec S—89.2%

Miss Smith

Y1B—92.5%

Miss Bateman

Y1D—97.3%

Mrs Davidson

Y2B—94.8%

Miss Burkmar

Y2W—98.1%

Miss Walls

Y3F—98.1%

Miss Foster

Y3)—99.1%

Mrs Johnson

YAC—96.0%

Mr Currid

Y4AR—93.1%

Mrs Rotherham

Y5M—93.9%

Miss Manly

Y5R—96.2%

Miss Ramshaw

Y6C/M—96.8%

Mrs Clarkson

Y6P—96.5%

Mrs Phillips
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Headteachers Award

Winners

22/02/2021 |26/02/2021 05/03/2021
Nur Awena Emmona Yahya
Squirrels
Nur Barento Eshaal Soha
Rabbits
Rec Isaac Benita Soha
Owils
Rec Sarrinah Inaayah Mulonda
Hedgehogs
Y1 Ahad Daniella Zeyan
Buttercups
Y1 Regina Adesayo Ali
Poppies
Y2 Zahra Jood Mohamed
Snowdrops
Y2 Manuella Kevin Princess
Bluebells

Well done everyone!



Headteachers Award

05/03/2021

22/02/2021 |26/02/2021
3] Fatima Corey Haarish
Sparrows
3F Sameeha Aine Yonathan
Robins
4R Haleemah Ali Jafar Eleanor
Goldfinches
4C Maryam Mohammed |Aamena
Woodpeckers Aqeel
YSR Joe Kaiden-Lee khadijah
Ladybirds
Y5M Emelia Ayesha Saihaan
Dragonflies
Y6 C/M Numan Syed Daniyal
Honeybees
Y6P Eimaad Hashim Keegan

Well done everyone!




World Book Day

We had a fantastic day for World Book day this year (even though things weren't
as they usually are!). Each class focused on a different picture book and did
some lovely activities to go with them. We then got to see everybody's potato
competition entries! They were all amazing and we were so proud of the
children (and staff!) for getting involved. Thank you for all of your efforts. Have a
look on the website to see all of the entries!

WORLD

BOOK
DAY
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Concentrate on Dan't worsy too much about the 'what’ and ‘how’ of reading each day,
reading guality Books are preat—but leaflets, comics, recipas and Instiuchons on a
{it isn't all about wabpage can al ba great ioo. Following a iecipe td make some cupcakes
reading lots!) is valuatia reading. Ba on the kokout for raading, wienever it s!

Ask your child lots Al reading mattars. Shared reading s about “reading wah', not just

Gf ques" ions 'mdlng o' (B\len fm Oldﬂt m!ﬂm\). SO, mklo!sﬂf .Wh‘ tuS!iOﬂS, slﬂh
as Who? What? Whan? Where? Why? Try them whan taking about
books: for example, ‘what do you think Hary is jeeling?’

Ask your child to / It it is @ book, look at the front covar -~ of tha last chaptar —-and talk about
make predictions | ' what might happen naxl. Look for cluas in the book and be & reading

abotit ¥ thi datective! For example, ‘can you sas the bear on the front cover? Whare
hav: ':ahdm ot do you think he: will go?'

Ask your child to Whan you've finishad reading, tak about what happenad. Acting out the

summarise what things that happened in the siory or describing the big idea of a chapier

they have read is really fun and maxanvises learning. For exampla, 'can you remember alf
tha things that happenad on the bear hunt?*

Write, or draw picluras, from anything you've read! Big writing and
pictures ara sven more fun. For exampla, use an oid roll of wallpaper 10
make a reasure map with clues from the stories you've read together.

Make books a pan of the family. Encourage your child to share them with
a mialiva or friend, over a wdeo call. Laugh about tham whan you ang
maaking meals togather. For exampie, 'l iope the tiger doasn't come 1o
183 tadayl’

Talk sbou the joy of reading whanaver you can. Your child is on an amazing
journay to becoming a readar. Put tham in the diiving seat and hava fun
on the way! For example. ‘choose your iavaurite siory for bediima toneghl.”
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An easy way to improve children’s reading!

TJurn on
the Subtitles

You may have seen some news articles recently about the impact of turning on the
subtitles while children are watching television: it can actually double the chances of
them becoming good at reading! 10 seconds of effort (if you can work out how to do it
on your TV!) can make a huge difference for your children. This is all backed up by
decades of scientific research and is a quick, simple, free way to make TV time, reading
time.

Visit http://www.turnonthesubtitles.org for further information.



Sign of the Week =,

HELLO

Our sign for this week is ‘hello’. Please encourage your child to use it and
have fun with it! Check out the Signalong section on our school website each
week, where we will put videos which help your child practise each new sign.

\ Back to school support

N

X Back to School Transition Advice Family Lives have created
A some useful resources to support the transition from lock-
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down back to school. x
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N Have a look at their website for more information:

https://www.familylives.org.uk/advice/your-family/
‘xfamilylife/ back-to-school-transition-after-lockdown/
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Mars Day in Bluebells Class

Y2 had a Mars day on Thursday where they learnt about Mars — they made
posters, designed a Mars buggy, listened to Mars by Holst and created Mars

scenescapes using pastels and spices. Here are some photos to show some of
the work they produced.







Reception

Reception have had a fantastic first week back in school! The children have
all been so happy to see each other! We ended the week by having a picnic
together.
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Y4

Y4 had lots of fun during science week. We made lava lamps, looked at
density of liquids, made fireworks in a glass and dissolving solids into
liquids.
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.
We used different variables to try and find out what would affect how different materials to dissolve. We

used: sugar; salt; flour and sand.

We used our PE time to create a national game for our islands. We worked it
groups to design a completely new and distinctive game.

We are creating our own islands using papier mache. We are building up, and painting, our islands in
stages throughout the week.



As part of our island theme, we designed and painted our own postcards (above) and flags
(below).




NUT Free School

We children in school with a nut allergy which means that all staff and parents must be
vigilant about ingredients we use in school and items put into lunch boxes. No nuts or snacks
containing nuts should be put into packed lunches.

Peanut allergy is the second most common food allergy in children and this is increasing. It now
occurs in 1 in 50 children.

As we now have a pupil in school who suffers from a severe nut allergy please could | take this
opportunity to explain to everyone that our school has now become a “Nut Free School. ” If our
pupil comes into contact with a nut product, they can suffer life threatening consequences. It can be
easily initiated from a simple handshake or touching of a pupil’s table who may have had some nuts
in their food.  Therefore children must not bring nuts or nut products as snacks into school at any
time.

We ask that you do not provide your child with any products containing nuts in their lunch box:
Some examples:

e Fruit and cereal bars that contain nuts

¢ Chocolate bars or sweets that contain nuts

e Sesame seed rolls (children allergic to nuts may also have a severe reaction to

sesame)

¢ Nutella

e Peanut butter

» Cakes made with nuts

e Muesli bars

» Baklava

e Any nuts

Schoo!l will be making regular checks on the children’s lunches to ensure these rules are being
followed.

Whilst we know some children like to bring in cakes/chocolates for their classmates to celebrate
their birthday we ask that they do not bring in anything that contains nuts, if they do then
unfortunately they will not be handed out and will be sent home unopened, which could lead to lots
of disappointment.

We have a rule not to use nuts in any of our food prepared on site at our school. Our suppliers
provide us with nut-free products, however, we cannot guarantee freedom from nut traces.

Please help us in providing a nut free school and assisting those parents who have a child who may
have a life threatening reaction by children not bringing nuts or nut products as snacks into school at

any time.

Many thanks for your support.




Forest School

We are delighted that Forest School is back up and running. Y1 are out having sessions
up until the Easter holidays. It was very wet and muddy this week but we wrapped up
well and had fun.
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Free School Meals

Even if your child is currently receiving Universal Free School meals, because they are in
either Reception, Year 1 or Year 2, if you think that you might be entitled to standard free
school meals, because you meet the criteria below it is very important that you still apply
for them.

You can get further help on how to apply at the One Stop Shop in Bolton Town Hall.

What are free school meais? They are school dinners for children
between the ages of 4 and 16 who attend full time school (but not
private schools). They may also be awarded to some children outside
this age range who attend full time school or nursery.

Do | qualify? To qualify you or your partner must be getting one of

the following:

e Income Support

« Income Based Job Seekers Allowance

« Income Related Employment and Support Allowance

 Guarantee element of Pension Credit

e Universal Credit

e Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

e Child Tax Credit only (but no award of Working Tax Credit) and have
an annual income, as assessed by the HM Revenues and Customs,
that does not exceed £16,190.

What evidence is required & how do | apply? You need to provide
an up to date document showing that you are getting one of the above
benefits. You do not need to make a separate claim if you are already
getting or have applied for Housing Benefit / Council Tax Support. We
will use the information and evidence you have already provided to
confirm your entittement,

If you would like to make a claim this can be done by;
e Telephoning 01204 331590 or
+ Visit our website www.bolton.gov.uk (search for free school meals)

In addition from September 2014 children who are attending full time at
any Sixth form college (not private) may also be eligible.
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Y5 have had great fun in science week.

This is one of the activities they have completed, they worked in pairs to build an FM radio. They were all amazed
when they succeeded in getting the radio working. Teamwork and perseverance were needed in this activity.
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@  Stay at home and self-isolate.

England . - i
Eng Please see detailed guidance online.

Mike's househobd: In this exampi, Mia lves villt Georgio, Marla and Seyi. Mike is the first case of COMD-19 in this
household. He and evaryone in the household begin selfisclating from the dey Mike's symptomns start {or If he had no
gymptoms, from the dats of his positive tast).

Georgio

1 Ho smrptome No symptoms: No :
- isolation p BT oolkisolekion as gia salf-acietion ae start selHgolatlion, as
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Sell-lsolate for
10 full days
Sympboma stark:
\J tart new 10 day self-
A e isclation and emenge a teat
stast new 10 day sell- awaling test rasults
Kelf-Isolate Selt-isolate for inolation and arangs a taal :
10 full derys 1D full days Confinpe isoiating whilsl
awsiiny) test randlz

TEST RESULT: POSITIVE

5'1.0 il days 3 Tenth full day of your solf-

isalation a5 & household contact

STDP SELF-ISOLATING

Tenth full day of your
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Self-isolate for 10 full days. To self-isolate means:

You need to seif-izolate from tha day the frst Do ot go to work, school, of public srees
persen in your household staried symploms i cdo not use pubks transport or taxis.

i A
and foe the next 10 1ull days. § they did not Onlyhavayuu-hamato_gutmywrmstt Thee
have symptoms, self-isolate irom the day of you nead 10, cheenve strict socks! distencing
their tast and for the néod 10 full days. acvica and retum immadiately sfterwands. HANDS  FACE
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