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CofE Primary School © Visit the class pages on
Compassion the school website to
“I am with you always” Matthews 28:20 “Clothe yourselves with find out more
compassion,kindness,
humi]jty,gentleness and www.st-matthews.bolton.sch.uk
% patience.
Colossians 3.12 II
o e oo meose Dates For Your

Diary
Easter Holidays

School closes at 1.00pm on
Wednesday 31st March
2021, children may wear
their own clothes.

School reopens on Monday
19th April 2021.

Please Note—Nursery will
be closed to all pupils on
Wednesday 31st March
2021

New term starts
Monday 19th April 2021

School closed Monday 3rd
May 2021—Bank Holiday

School closed Thursday 6th
May 2021—Local elections

== S, LB 1 o ST S



Important reminders

The timings to the school day. All classrooms will be open at the start
of the day from 8:45am. Every pupil MUST be in school ready to
learn by 9:00am. If they arrive after this time they will get a late mark.

Children finish at the end of the day at the following times:
Y1, Y3, Y5 will finish school at 2:55pm

Reception and Y4 will finish school at 3pm

Y2 and Y6 will finish at 3:05 pm

Uniform

irls
skirts/pinafore dresses (grey/black), trousers (grey/black)
sweaters/sweatshirts/fleece/cardigans (navy blue)
blouses/shirts/polo-necked shirts (white)
socks/tights (white/grey/black)
footwear — black shoes/trainers (all black including laces, no obvious
logos)
Boys
trousers (grey/black)
sweaters/sweatshirts/fleece (navy blue)
shirt/polo-necked shirts (white)
socks (white/grey/black)
footwear — black shoes/trainers (all black including laces, no obvious
logos)

Children should come dressed to school in school uniform everyday

unless they have P.E. when they should come ready dressed in
suitable P.E. kit.

PE Kit for both boys and girls is as follows:

White polo shirt or T-shirt
Dark (navy blue, black, grey) jogging bottoms, leggings or shorts
Dark (navy blue, black, grey) sweatshirt/ fleece
Black Trainers or pumps
Please check on your child’s class page to see when their P.E. days
are.




St Matthew’s Prayer

Dear God,

I am only one, but I am one. I cannot do
everything, but I can do something. What I
can do, I ought to do.

Amen
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Ethos Team Challenge
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Think about the words lost and found.

meppooOO
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How can we comfort people who feel
lost?

How can we show compassion to those who wish to
be found?

Think of a time when someone has showed you compassion.
When did they show you compassion? Why did they show
you compassion? How did it make you feel?







Attendance Information
{Monday 8th March — Friday 19th March 2021)
Our school attendance for 2020 / 2021 target is 96%

The last two weeks whole school attendance was 96.2%

Rec E—94.3%

Mrs Elliott

Rec S—96.4%

Miss Smith

Y1B—96.4%

Miss Bateman

Y1D—91.0%

Mrs Davidson

Y2B—97.3%

Miss Burkmar

Y2W—96.5%

Mrs Shaw

Y3F—99.0%

Mrs Johnson

YAC—96.3%

Mr Currid

YAR—95.7%

Mrs Rotherham

Y5M—96.8%

Miss Manly

Y5R—97.4%
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Miss Ramshaw

Y6C/M—95.7%

Mrs Clarkson

Y6P—96.2%

Mrs Phillips
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Sign of the Week f_
Signyz—=—
along

We have been busy learning lots of new
signs since we returned to school. We now
know: hello, good morning, good
afternoon, please and thank you!

Keep practising these at home and visit our

please thk OU website for helpful videos.
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N Back to school support

N

é\Back to School Transition Advice Family Lives have created X
N some useful resources to support the transition from lock- “’5\
down back to school.

o

Have a look at their website for more information:

https://www.familylives.org.uk/advice/your-family/
xfamilylife/ back-to-school-transition-after-lockdown/
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Comic relief

We raised a fabulous £454.35 for Comic Relief. We dressed in red, with silly socks and wacky
hair. The whole school had a brilliant day. We played team games, did a craft, did a quiz and
decorated a biscuit. Thank you to everyone who donated money to a great cause.
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On the 17™ March, Year 6P went for a walk up Winter Hill. The
Year 6 Team planned the trip to help us all readjust to being back
together, strengthen teamwork and build resilience. The children

and staff all had an amazing, enjoyable time.




Year 1 had so much fun visiting Moss Bank Park on Monday.
The teachers are so proud of how well behaved they were.
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Reception
Reception have been enjoying coming to craft club. The children have made

their own photo frames and Easter eggs!
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Y2

On Friday Bluebells went to Jumbles Country Park for a walk.

Luckily the weather stayed dry for us and we had a great time.




l. _ . . o

Y4
Y4 have been learning about the Ancient Greek empire. We dressed up as Greeks, looked at arte-
facts from Athens and Sparta, made Greek coins and then acted out a Greek myth. We had lots of
fun.




Y4

Woodpeckers and Goldfinches have been studying the ancient Greeks this
term. We have had a wonderful time learning about the myths, Gods,
different city states and the Olympics. We were visited by an ancient
Spartan solider and Athenian lady, made clay coins, performed ancient
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Woodpeckers and Goldfinches went to Moss Bank park last week and had a great time. We played lots
of team games, as well as having fun on the adventure playground and climbing trees. Members of
the public commented on how nice it was to see children outside enjoying themselves once again .
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Year 3 have had a lovely few weeks in school. We have read Iron Man and George's Marvellous Medicine
and done some work on them. We have explored 2D and 3D shapes and have been learning to tell the
time. We planted grassy heads and said kind words to them to help them grow. We explored circuits on
Science Day. We explored magnets and made a magnetic maze game. We made a worry doll to tell our
worries to. We made a metal sculpture. We discussed forgiveness. We made and flew kites. We did
Cosmic Yoga, hockey, dodgeball, Just Dance. We played in the sand pit. We had a brilliant day exploring
Jumbles. We painted birds. We made Mother's Day cards, Easter cards and Easter crafts. We discussed
the amazing NHS. We did drumming.







NUT Free School

We children in school with a nut allergy which means that all staff and parents must be
vigilant about ingredients we use in school and items put into lunch boxes. No nuts or snacks
containing nuts should be put into packed lunches.

Peanut allergy is the second most common food allergy in children and this is increasing. It now
occurs in 1 in 50 children.

As we now have a pupil in school who suffers from a severe nut allergy please could | take this
opportunity to explain to everyone that our school has now become a “Nut Free School. ” If our
pupil comes into contact with a nut product, they can suffer life threatening consequences. It can be
easily initiated from a simple handshake or touching of a pupil’s table who may have had some nuts
in their food.  Therefore children must not bring nuts or nut products as snacks into school at any
time.

We ask that you do not provide your child with any products containing nuts in their lunch box:
Some examples:

e Fruit and cereal bars that contain nuts

¢ Chocolate bars or sweets that contain nuts

e Sesame seed rolls (children allergic to nuts may also have a severe reaction to

sesame)

* Nutella

¢ Peanut butter

¢ Cakes made with nuts

e Muesli bars

¢ Baklava

e Any nuts

School will be making regular checks on the children’s lunches to ensure these rules are being
followed.

Whilst we know some children like to bring in cakes/chocolates for their classmates to celebrate
their birthday we ask that they do not bring in anything that contains nuts, if they do then
unfortunately they will not be handed out and will be sent home unopened, which could lead to lots
of disappointment.

We have a rule not to use nuts in any of our food prepared on site at our school. Our suppliers
provide us with nut-free products, however, we cannot guarantee freedom from nut traces.

Please help us in providing a nut free school and assisting those parents who have a child who may
have a life threatening reaction by children not bringing nuts or nut products as snacks into school at

any time.

Many thanks for your support.




An easy way to improve children’s reading!

Kids read more

Turn on
the Subtitles

You may have seen some news articles recently about the impact of turning on the
subtitles while children are watching television: it can actually double the chances of
them becoming good at reading! 10 seconds of effort (if you can work out how to do it
on your TV!) can make a huge difference for your children. This is all backed up by
decades of scientific research and is a quick, simple, free way to make TV time, reading
time.

Visit http://www.turnonthesubtitles.org for further information.
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Concentrate on
reading quality
{it isn't all about
reading lois!)

Ask your child lots
of questions

Ask your child to
make predictions
about what they
have read

Ask your child to
summarise what
they have read

ng with friends

Don't wonyy 1oo much about the ‘what’ and "how’ of reading each day.
Books ara graat—but leaflets, comics, racipes and instructions on a
wabpage can al e gieat 100. Following & racipe to make some cupcakas
is valuabie reading. Be on the lookout for reading, whensver it is!

Af reading matters. Shaved reading s abot “reading with', not fust
*raading 16’ (even for alder children). 5o, ask lois of “Wh' quasiians, such
as Who? What? Whan? Whera? Why? Try them wihan taking about
books: for examgie, ‘what do you think Hany is feeling?’

it it is a hook, look at e ont cover —of tha last chapiar - and talk about
what might happen nexd. Look for cluas in the book and be a reading
detective? For exampla, 'can you see tha baar on the front cover? Where
do yous think he will go?’

Whan you've finished reading, talk about what happened. Acting out tha
things that happenad in the stary o diascrihing the big idea of a chapter
is really fun and maxdmices learning. For example, 'can you remamber all
the things that happenad on tha bear hunt?'

Write, or draw pictures, from awifing ycu've readl Big wiiting and
plctures ar even mora fun. For axampla, use an okd roll of wallpaper to
make a traastre wap with dues from tha stories you've read together.

Make books a part of the family. Encourage your child to shara them with
a relathe or friend, over a vkieo call. Laugh about them wihen you ara
making meals together. For example, 'l hopa the tiger doesn't come 10
tea todant’

Talk sbous the joy of reading whanaver you can. Your cliild is ohan amazing
joxrry to becaring a readar. Put them in the drving seat and have fun
on the way! For axample, ‘choose your favourita story for bediima toneght.’

Ervcation Erciowsners Foonabon JX018)

MBMWWMNMnMMMMWWW.
mw

Crh Cruir f 4 n a

Man&ﬂmuEnmEMWmm.

Aumtable ol g b g ked L ducation
Bresdmone, H1_, Yy, E.)., Cunningfar, A, Mok, LGV, & Carol, LWL (2895 A E:dm:rgam
mmmm MMFMLM
Austatte arfle 2 bl iee o Foundation




Free School Meals

Even if your child is currently receiving Universal Free School meals, because they are in
either Reception, Year 1 or Year 2, if you think that you might be entitled to standard free
school meals, because you meet the criteria below it is very important that you still apply
for them.

You can get further help on how to apply at the One Stop Shop in Bolton Town Hall.

What are free school meals? They are school dinners for children
between the ages of 4 and 16 who attend full time school (but not
private schools). They may also be awarded to some children outside
this age range who attend full time school or nursery.

Do | qualify? To qualify you or your partner must be getting one of
the following:

e Income Support

Income Based Job Seekers Allowance

Income Related Employment and Support Allowance

Guarantee element of Pension Credit

Universal Credit

Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

Child Tax Credit only (but no award of Working Tax Credit) and have
an annual income, as assessed by the HM Revenues and Customs,
that does not exceed £16,190.

What evidence is required & how do | apply? You need to provide
an up to date document showing that you are getting one of the above
benefits. You do not need to make a separate claim if you are already
getting or have applied for Housing Benefit / Council Tax Support. We
will use the information and evidence you have already provided to
confirm your entitiement,

If you would like to make a claim this can be done by;
e Telephoning 01204 331590 or
« Visit our website www._bolton.gov.uk (search for free school meals)

In addition from September 2014 children who are attending full time at
any Sixth form college (not private) may also be eligible.




Washlng your hands
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# _ Stay at home and self-isolate.

England

Please see detailed guidance oniine.

Mike's househokl: In this sxarcpie, Mike lves with Gearglo, Masla and Seyl. Mke is the first caae of COMD-19 in this
housshold. He arxd everyong inthe houssehoid begin self-isolating from the day Mies symploms start {or if he had no
symptoms, trom the date of his positive test).
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Symploms start or symplome
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Self-Isolate for
10 full days
-v Symploms stark:
& ) start new 10 day alf.
— Isolation and amenge & teat
- Symptoms start Confinue isciating whilst
pmigttl] start new 10 day self- swelting test eaulls
Sﬂaw!@t isolation anx amange a teat i
1 ﬁ.gg
- Condire :solating whilst

TEST RESULTY! POSITIVE

Self-isolate for 10 full days. To self-isclate means:

You nesd to saif-isciate from tha day the frst Do not go to work, school, of publc arees

peraon in your housshold started symptams g do not use publc transport or taxis.

o for the next 10 ul days. I they did not Oniy leave your home 0 ek 10 your test 7 @ o
mewm.swmmmnmdaya wuneedtp.wmmmg |\ _ -
their 185t and for the neot 10 il days. atwce and rebum Mmediately sfierwards. HANDS  FACE




