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ST. MATTHEW’S C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL
IPAD POLICY

Why we use iPads
iPads are one of the resources we provide for computing.  This resource is intended to enhance learning across the curriculum, whilst allowing children to develop the skills needed to access the latest technological devices that exist in the modern world.

Equal Opportunities

The use of iPads are carefully monitored and managed by class teachers and support staff to ensure equality of provision for all children.  Specific software is provided to support the children with differing in needs.  At St. Matthew’s  we believe that Computing is an important area for promoting equal opportunities and IPads will facilitate access to information that would otherwise not be possible, for example, the use of ‘speaking books’.  Children will therefore be given full access to iPads and there will be no discrimination on the basis of; race, culture, disability, gender or ability.
iPads for Children with Special Education Needs

Teachers aim to provide learning opportunities that match the needs of all children, taking into consideration those who have learning, physical, sensory or motor difficulties.  Any work with the iPads should take account of the targets set for children on their Individual Education Programmes where applicable.  Teachers set suitable, often open ended, learning challenges for more able children ensuring that appropriate provision is made.  School has invested in a range of specialist apps that can be used to meet the needs of all of the children in school.
Use of iPads
It is the responsibility of the class teachers and teaching assistants to ensure the rules are followed.

Supporting Learning – iPads will enable Computing to be directly integrated into classrooms.  They allow children to use and develop their Computing key skills, whilst deepening their knowledge and understanding across the curriculum, without limitations.

Flexibility – iPads will ensure there is an alternative device which allows children to: record information, practise skills and complete research.  The wide range of downloadable apps, including reading material, will enable teachers to utilise iPads effectively in any lesson or for any group of learners.  iPads will be updated regularly and new apps purchased to ensure their use remains up to date and appropriate to the needs of our learners.  Differentiation of lesson activities will be enhances when using iPads and encourage learners to be independent during the learning process, taking ownership of their own learning.
Accessibility – The touch screens will be accessible by all children and are quick and easy to set up.  The battery in an iPad lasts 10 hours when active and a week when inactive. Consequently the iPads should not shut down or run out of battery during a lesson. iPad trollies are stored in stock cupboard on each wing.
Experience – Apps for almost all lessons will be available for use, for example: iPads can create artificial simulations of different environments allowing children to a range of experiences without leaving the classroom. If a new app is required please speak to the subject leader.
Security – The iPads are linked to the school network but due to the nature of the Apple Operating System, Internet access through these devices is not as restricted as the other equipment in school.  The use of the Internet on these devices will be closely monitored by the class teacher to ensure the children remain safe whilst working online.
Future – By allowing our children to access and utilise iPads, we are preparing them for life in a modern world.  Children will leave St. Matthew’s confident that they can apply their skills in Computing.
Teaching and Learning

At St. Matthew’s, we believe that Computing equips children with the skills necessary to become independent.  The planning, monitoring and delivery of lessons using the iPads should develop and reinforce Computing skills gained from the Bolton SICT programme of study.  The use of iPads can be used to facilitate:  whole class teaching, group activities, paired and individual work.
Children in KS1 will be encouraged to explore Computing through the use of iPad applications, simulations, audio books and role play opportunities.  There are opportunities to develop appropriate life skills and a solid base of Computing knowledge to take through school with them.

The ability to use iPads effectively to solve problems is both a valuable learning tool and an important life skill.  The development of relevant skills, knowledge and understanding requires progressive experiences from an early age.
Links with Other Curriculum Areas
Children also need experiences, across the main curriculum areas, of using a variety of software in different contexts.  Pupils should not only develop their skills in Computing but also in the ability to choose appropriate applications for a given task.  They should also be given the opportunity to develop the skills to decide when the use of an iPad would be an advantage over using another method when producing a piece of work.
Subject Planning and Timetabling
The use of iPads will be planned by the class teachers and should encourage cross-curricular learning which embeds a range of age appropriate Computing key skills.  KS1 and KS2 teachers will utilise the iPads at least one morning per week where appropriate. These sessions should be carefully planned to fully utilise the iPads whilst allowing children to be more independent in their learning.
Morning sessions can be used as a split session, providing children with short bursts of Computing to consolidate and assess what has been taught in class, or as an alternate weekly activity for each class promoting the use of interactive books and stories.

Assessment and Record Keeping

Work from the iPads can be stored in the form of images and can be removed from the iPads at any time.  Examples of work can be printed, annotated and used as evidence in the children’s Computing portfolios or cross curricular exercise books.  Images, photographs and screenshots can also be used as evidence of children’s progress and can be collected throughout a lesson.
Roles and Responsibilities

Computing Subject Leader

The Computing Subject Leader will:

· Complete regular checks of the iPads, checking if they are charging and stored correctly.

· Monitor the planning of class teachers to ensure the iPads are used effectively to develop children’s Computing skills and independence in all curriculum areas.

· Regularly liaise with the Computing Curriculum Support and ensure apps are up-to-date and relevant.

· Research applications and regularly update iPads, providing teachers with relevant apps to suit their topics and groups of children.

· Assess the impact of the iPads in school as a learning tool to develop children’s independence.

Class Teachers:

· Ensuring the iPads are correctly stored after use and are left charging ready for the next class.
· Keeping their iPad safe and secure.

· Ensuring children never use and iPad without adult supervision.

· Adherence to the charter.

Computing Curriculum Support:

· Syncing the iPad to iTunes or iCloud.
E-Safety
Accessing Inappropriate Materials – All material on the iPad must adhere to the E-Safety Charter.  Users are not allowed to send, access, upload, download or distribute offensive, threatening, obscene, or explicit materials.

Violating Copyrights – Children are prohibited from installing music and apps on the iPads.  Teachers will request an install for any apps they wish to upload onto the iPads.
Cameras – The camera must only be used when children are supervised.  Teachers and support staff are responsible for ensuring that the camera is not used to take inappropriate photographs or videos, nor be used to embarrass anyone in any way (images of other people may only be made with the permission of those in the photograph, providing the school has written parental permission).  Posting of images/movies on the Internet into a public forum is strictly forbidden, without the permission of the teacher or in the case of staff use; a member of the Senior Leadership Team.

Malicious Use/Vandalism – Any attempt to destroy hardware, software or data will be subject to disciplinary action.

St. Matthew’s School reserves the right to confiscate and search an iPad to ensure compliance with the E-Safety Policy.

Installing Apps

As of November 2012, schools and businesses are no longer able to install single apps onto mass devices due to copyright legislations.  This means that when purchasing apps in schools, multiple apps must be purchased in relation to the number of devices used.  Therefore teachers will need to request any apps for installation, all apps will be purchased based on their suitability for use and will then be installed via Apple Volume Purchasing App Store, by the Computing Curriculum Support.
Review of the Policy

Further reviews of this policy will be carried out to comply with any new requirements from the DfE or LA.  Revision may also be made in light of practice or revisions to the health and safety policy.
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