
‘ Geography is the subject which holds the key to our future. ’  MICHAEL PALIN 

Y8 Geography 
Learning Journey

By the end of Year 8, we expect you to 
understand:

✓ The key coastal features created by 
erosion, and how this is managed

✓ The reasons why population of a 
place can change.

✓ The reasons for development 
differences around the world

✓ How Volcanoes impact people in 
countries of differing development

✓ How humans can use different 
resources and the impact this has on 
the environment.
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Coastal LandscapesPopulation

Volcanoes Resources

Assessment 1

What is weathering, 
erosion 
and transportation?

What are waves?

How are headlands 
and bays formed?

How does a headland 
change over time?

Assessment 2

A
sse

ssm
e

n
t 3

W
h

at is 
d

evelo
p

m
e

n
t like in

 a 
LIC

 an
d

 
H

IC
?

H
o

w
 can

 
d

evelo
p

m
en

t b
e 

m
ad

e m
o

re 
su

stain
ab

le?

H
o

w
 can

 
w

o
rld

 
d

evelo
p

m
en

t 
b

e 
m

easu
red

?

Why do people live 
near volcanoes in HICs 
and LICs?

What are the 
different types 
of volcanoes?

What happens 
beneath our 
feet?

What are the effects 
of a volcanic eruption 
in a HIC and LIC?

Why do volcanoes 
erupt?

Threshold 
Concepts:

Assessment 4

How do resources 
impact the 
environment?

How do we exploit 
resources?

Where are the 
worlds resources?

How can we use 
resources sustainably?

Assessment 5

Threshold Concepts

Location and place 
knowledge

Geographical terms 
and techniques

Human interaction and 
the environment

Physical features 
and processes

Assessments
You will be assessed on the following 

topics in geography this year:

1: Coastal 
Landscapes

Features formed by coastal processes, impacts of 
coastal erosion and how it is managed

2: Population
Population density, measurements of population 
and reasons for differences between HIC and 
LICs

3: Unequal World
Measurements of development, reasons for 
inequality and examples of an unequal world

4: Volcanoes
What are the different plate boundaries?
How can volcanoes affect HICs and LICs?

5: Resources and 
the Environment

Location of resources, how we use resources and 
how we can be more sustainable

6. Final Assessment Covering all topics studied in year 8

Y7 Geography
• Introducing Geography
• Where in the World?
• Rivers
• Flooding
• Map Skills

Year 9 Topic 1: Tropical Rainforests
We will be studying tropical rainforests at 
the start of Year 9. This will build on your 

knowledge of how humans can impact the 
environment from the resource's topic.

Threshold 
Concepts:

Threshold 
Concepts:

Threshold 
Concepts:

What is longshore 
drift?

How can erosion 
affect people and the 
environment?

What is population 
density?

What affects where 
we live?
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Disciplinary Literacy
Literacy in geography involves you developing 
their reading, writing, speaking and listening 
skills. You will use this to explore, interpret and 
evaluate a variety of geographical texts. In your 
geography lessons we will be completing a 
variety of guided reading and geography in the 
news tasks.

How can coasts be 
managed?

How is 
population and 
development 
shown?

How does 
population 
structure 
differ?

How is population 
change 
represented?

W
h

y d
o

 w
e 

h
ave 

d
ifferen

t 
levels o

f 
in

eq
u

ality?

U
n

e
q

u
al W

o
rld

Th
resh

o
ld

 
C

o
n

cep
ts:

W
h

y d
o

 
areas 
d

evelo
p

 at 
d

ifferen
t 

sp
ee

d
s?

How do we use 
resources?


