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Year 1 Medium-term Planning – Religious Education – Belonging – Autumn term 2025
	
	Learning Objective
	Overview
	Criteria

	Lesson 1
	What does it mean to belong to a family?

	What does belonging mean? We will discuss our family and who is in our family? Explore what children do together as a family e.g., cooking, sports, games, shopping.   What do we do with our family together? What it feels like to belong to our family?
The children will design a house, showing who lives in their house. 
How does it make you feel-belonging to a group?
Do we belong together? How does it show? Do they think it is true that we all belong together in families, at our school, in the human family of the world?

	Most in Y1: I can find out about signs of belonging. I can ask and respond to questions about belonging to my family and my class. 
GD - Many in Y1: I can connect the idea of belonging with a symbol or a sign. 
GD - Many in Y1: I can express ideas about the feelings associated with being part of a group.


	Lesson 2
	What does it mean to belong to our class?
	What helps us belong? We learn and play together and take care of each other.
The children will discuss how a person might be represented as a jigsaw.  They will draw pictures on pieces of jigsaw to make the jigsaw fit together to represent our class.  The children will think about: home, family, pets, beliefs, activities, favourite place, school.
 We all have different parts to our lives and to who we are. 

	Most in Y1: I can ask and respond to questions about pieces of the ‘jigsaw of my life’ and talk about them.


	Lesson 3
	What does it mean to belong to the Muslim Community? 
	Introduce the religion: Islam.  A Muslim is someone who follows Islam as a way of life and believes in one God called Allah.  Display photos and artefacts about Islam.  They will watch a video explaining the five pillars of Islam: Salah (prayer), Wudu (washing), Sawn (fasting), Zakah (charity) and Hajj (pilgrimage).
The children will draw a picture to show what it means to belong to the Muslim community to go into the floor book and an adult will scribe some ideas.



	Most in Y1: I can recall and name Muslim customs and practices. 


	Lesson 4
	4 When, what and why might Muslims shout? 
	The children will look at images of a minaret ad they will learn that the minaret is the tower attached to the mosque which is for shouting the call to prayer.  They will watch a video of the call to prayer and also a video of Muslims praying.  The children will discuss how and compare the use of bells in church towers.  The children will answer questions based on the call from a minaret.  Some children may work in small groups to build a tall tower to represent a minaret.

	Most in Y1: I can ask and respond to questions about religious practices like the call from a Minaret.

	Lesson 5

	What does it mean to belong to the Christian Community? 
	Introduce the religion: Christianity.  A Christian is someone who follows Christianity as a way of life and believes in God and that Jesus is the son of God.  
The children will complete a cut and stick activity based on sorting pictures of belonging/not belonging to a Christian community.
Can the children name a special event in Christianity, which key events do we know, in the Christian calendar? e.g., Christmas, easter.



	Most in Y1: I can recall and name special events in things we do. 
GD - Many in Y1: I can recall the story of Jesus’ last days.

	Lesson 6
	What does it mean to belong to the Buddhist Community? 
	Introduce Buddhism.  A Buddhist is someone who follows the teachings of Siddhartha (the Buddha), aiming to end suffering and achieve enlightenment. The children will learn that Buddhists believe it is important to be kind and help others.  They do not believe in killing whatsoever, they do not eat any flesh.  Show photos/artefacts of the Buddha. The children will recall a fact about Buddhism and this will be scribed and put into floor book.  The children will draw a picture to show an act of kindness, or an activity to show calmness.

	Most in Y1: I can recall and name ways a Buddhist learns from observing the world around them. GD - Many in Y1: I can ask and respond to questions about what I think is helpful about being calm and kind.


	Lesson 7
	Where and what are symbols of belonging?
	What is a symbol? What is a symbol of belonging?
Have the artefacts on display for the children to observe and discuss.  The children will complete a cut and stick activity by sorting pictures of religious artefacts from two religions.  Some children may talk about how religious meaning is shown by an artefact.

	Most in Y1: I can recall and name religious artefacts from two religions. 
GD - Many in Y1: I can find out how religious meaning is expressed through an artefact.


	Lesson 8
	What have we learned about symbols of belonging?
	Following on from last week's lesson, the children will recap the artefacts from two religions.  They will draw a picture of a symbol used for both religions and discuss how they are used, and some children may explain the meaning.  The children will also link this to symbols in everyday life that they already know.

	Most in Y1: I can recall and name how symbols are used in religions. 
GD - Many in Y1: I express my ideas about meanings in religious and natural objects.

	Lesson 9
	What have we learned about Muslim symbols?


	The children will look at symbols used by different religions.  
The children will be asked to draw two symbols and they will asked some questions to think about: Can you name which religion the symbols you have drawn belong to? Can you tell me something about the symbols you have drawn? Can you name a symbol that you already know in everyday life?





	Most in Y1: I can recall and name symbols used by different religions and talk about them. 
Most in Y1: I can decorate symbols to show what is special about two religions. GD - Many in Y1: I can ask and respond to questions about symbols.


	
Link- Christianity- Christmas- The children will make a Christingle and they will discuss what each part represents.


	Lesson 10
	What have we learned about Buddhist symbols?

	The children will look at symbols used by different religions.
The children will make a Buddhist Wheel and they will draw pictures on the wheel to represent Buddhism and the symbols of Buddhism.


	Most in Y1: I can recall and name symbols used by different religions and talk about them. 
Most in Y1: I can decorate symbols to show what is special about two religions. GD - Many in Y1: I can ask and respond to questions about symbols.


	Lesson 11
	What have we learned about Christian symbols?

	The children will look at symbols used by different religions.  
The children will be asked to draw two symbols and they will asked some questions to think about: Can you name which religion the symbols you have drawn belong to? Can you tell me something about the symbols you have drawn? Can you name a symbol that you already know in everyday life?



	Most in Y1: I can recall and name symbols used by different religions and talk about them. 
Most in Y1: I can decorate symbols to show what is special about two religions. GD - Many in Y1: I can ask and respond to questions about symbols.


	Lesson 12
	Assessment of the unit.





Year 2 Medium-term Planning – Religious Education – Belonging – Autumn term 2025
	
	Learning Objective
	Overview
	Criteria

	Lesson 1
	How do we show that we belong to our school?
	Revisit belonging, what does it mean? What do you belong to? Do they think it is true that we all belong together in families, at our school, in the human family of the world? Explain that in RE we learn about ways people in different religions belong together and how they show it. Ask the children to name some religions and what they remember about them.  The children will make a paper chain to display in their classroom to show that we all belong together. Who else, apart from those in the class are part of our ‘chain of belonging’?

	Many in Y2: I can recall and name meanings for different symbols.

	Lesson 2
	Who am I?
	Introduce the idea of the class as a community to which the children belong. Talk about membership of the class. What helps us belong? We learn and play together and take care of each other.  The children will be encouraged to think about jigsaw puzzle pieces and to show we all fit and belong together.  The children will answer some questions such as: who/what do you belong to? How do we know that we belong to our school? and they will be asked to draw symbols that they already know and name them.

	Most in Y2; I express my own ideas and opinions about the meanings to the jigsaws of other people’s lives.
GD - Some in Y2: I can name and recall different ways of showing where and how we belong.

	Lesson 3
	When, what and why might Muslims whisper? 
	Revisit the religion: Islam.  A Muslim is someone who follows Islam as a way of life and believes in one God called Allah.  Explain to the children that we are going to learn about whispering.  Talk partners- when is it good to whisper or not? Play a game of chinese whispers. Following this, ask: does whispering make us listen more carefully? Why might we whisper? They will discuss the importance of whispering into the baby’s ear which is called Adhan and the fact that the father of the baby whispers in the ear of a new baby ‘God is most great. There is no God but Allah’. Do children have any questions e.g. Why whisper? Why not shout? Why these words? How does it feel? Does it matter that the baby doesn’t understand?  
The children will be asked to recall Muslim practices of belonging and to the children will be encouraged to think about what they would say to a newborn baby.
	Most in Y2: I can express my own ideas about two or more Muslim practices of belonging.

	Lesson 4
	What is worth shouting about? 
	The children will watch a video to show Muslims praying and also the call to prayer.  The children will be asked to recall a fact following this and also their thoughts and questions.
	Most in Y2: I can recall and name religious words and ideas about the Muslim call to prayer. 
GD - Some in Y2: I can express my ideas about Muslim prayer.

	Lesson 5

	What do Christians remember at Easter? 
	Revisit Christianity.    A Christian is someone who follows Christianity as a way of life and believes in God and that Jesus is the son of God.   Ask children to reflect on what they know about the key events in the Christian calendar (Easter, Harvest, Christmas) and how visual symbols can be seen at these times e.g. the cross on the Easter hot cross bun. Show other Easter objects which are symbols and reminders. 
The children will complete a cut and stick activity to show what Christians remember at Easter and they will be asked to express their ideas about the Easter story and Holy Week.

	Most in Y2: I can express my own ideas from the stories of Holy Week and Easter festival.

	Lesson 6
	What are some things that Buddha taught?
	Revisit Buddhism.  A Buddhist is someone who follows the teachings of Siddhartha (the Buddha), aiming to end suffering and achieve enlightenment.  The children will discuss times of kindness, calmness and they will draw a picture to show this.  They will describe what the Buddha taught about the importance of being kind, peaceful, kind and calm.  The children will be asked to link this to real life and how they are kind/calm and how this makes them feel.

	Most at Y2: Talk and ask questions about what is good about being kind and calm, loving or peaceful. 
GD - Some at Y2: I can express my own ideas that show what Buddha taught about being kind, peaceful, loving and calm.

	Lesson 7
	Where and what are symbols of belonging? 
	Revisit what is a symbol? What is a symbol of belonging?
The children will link this to symbols they see in everyday life and what they are.

	Most in Y2: I can ask and respond to questions about the difference between literal and non-literal meanings. 
GD - Many in Y2: I can express ideas about why, to a believer, some objects are worth more than the money they cost.

	Lesson 8
	What have we learned about symbols of belonging? 
	Re-cap what we have learned about symbolism. Ask: why are these symbols so important to some people? Is it possible to have a faith with no symbolic meanings? What sorts of symbols do we use in our families, to show we belong together?
The children will recall a symbol of belonging from Christianity/Islam and discuss the importance.

	Many in Y2: I can express why they are important.

	Lesson 9
	What have we learned about Muslim symbols? 
	The children will complete a moon and star template to show symbols and meaning from the Muslim faith.
	Most in Y2: I can ask and respond to questions about stories from religions. 
GD - Some in Y2: I can express my ideas about meanings of stories, symbols and actions linked to belonging.


	Link- Christianity- Christmas- The children will make a christingle and they will discuss what each part represents.


	Lesson 10
	What have we learned about Christian symbols? 
	The children will learn about Christian symbols and the meaning of them.  They will draw pictures to show two symbols and explain what they represent. 

	Most in Y2: I can ask and respond to questions about stories from religions. 
GD - Some in Y2: I can express my ideas about meanings of stories, symbols and actions linked to belonging.

	Lesson 11
	What have we learned about Buddhist symbols? 
	The children will learn about the Buddhist symbols for example: lotus flower, parasol, eternal knot and recall facts about them.

*Following the three lessons about the symbols for each religion, the children will come together to share their work to discuss the symbols linked to belonging and link this to stories from the religions and ask and answer questions.

	Most in Y2: I can ask and respond to questions about stories from religions. 
GD - Some in Y2: I can express my ideas about meanings of stories, symbols and actions linked to belonging.

	Lesson 12
	Assessment of the unit.
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