
Year 1 Reading Meeting





The National curriculum for English aims to 

ensure that all pupils:

• Read easily and fluently with good understanding

• Develop the habit of  reading widely and often, for both pleasure and for 

information

• Acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of  grammar, spoken language 

and writing





Terminology









We use assessment to make sure that your child 

is on the right level of  book

This means that your child should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky words in their phonics book well

• Read many of  the words by silent blending (in their head) – their 

reading will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out about 5% of  the words by the time 

they bring the book home – but they should be able to do this on 

their own.



The three elements of  reading

• Decoding

• Comprehension

• Prosody



Supporting the different needs of  the children

• Weekly assessment to ensure the right grouping

• Adult support

• Word or phoneme focus

• Extending or scaffolding within the group

• Keep up sessions and pre-teach sessions



Feeding back to parents about a child’s reading

• When the teacher hears a child read they focus on teaching them the skills 

that they are learning altogether as a class. This leaves very little time to write 

notes in the reading diary. 

• Parents evening.

• Written report at the end of  year.

• If  the class teacher has a concern they will talk to you about it.



Helping with Reading at home

• The most important thing you can do is read with your child

Reading a book and chatting had a positive impact a year later on 
children’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to by age 6 was a positive 
predictor of their reading ability two years later.

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



Listening to your child 

read their phonics book

Your child should be able to read 

their book without your help.

If  they can’t read a word read it to 

them.

Talk about the book and celebrate 

their success.



Supporting your Child with Phonics

• https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/




Reading for pleasure

International evidence demonstrates that reading for pleasure: 

• increases attainment in literacy and numeracy (e.g. Sullivan and Brown, 2013)

• improves general knowledge and vocabulary (e.g. Clark and Rumbold, 2006)

• encourages imagination, empathy and mindfulness of  others (e.g. Kidd & Costano, 

2013)





‘The more that you read, the more things you will know.  The more that you 

learn, the more places you’ll go’

-Dr. Suess


