There is definitely a feeling of Spring in the air this week.
The weather seems milder and the days are getting a
little longer too. It was the perfect weather for our cross
country event, at Coughton Court, on Monday afternoon.
Well done to all those who took part — | hear that your
effort, resilience and the overall results were super! Last
week we hosted the festival of Inclusive sports which saw
some of our key stage 2 children taking part in archery,
boccia and curling. There are many sporting events
planned over the remaining two terms, including
competitions with our family of schools within the MAT.

Finally, 1 would really like to extend our gratitude to
families regarding your patience over the logistics around
disruption and support for teachers nationally that are
taking strike action. We have had such lovely messages
via Studybugs and whilst on the gate.

Lots of news and events to share with you in this weeks
issue...

Mrs Laura Newell, Head of School
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DIARY DATES

Tuesday 7t February
Reception children Festival of Football

Friday 10th February
Valentine’s disco

Monday 13th February
Reception litter pick in local area

Tuesday 14th February
Year 3 & 4 children Festival of Football
Thursday 16th February
SENDCo coffee morning
Friday 17th February
Staff training day — school closed to children
Monday 20th - Friday 24th February
Half term
Tuesday 28th February
Year 1 & 2 children Festival of Football
Thursday 2nd March
World Book day
Wednesday 8th March
Year 5 & 6 children Festival of Football
3H Heart of England trip
Thursday 9th March
Year 6 SATs meeting
Friday 10th March
3KH Heart of England trip
Monday 13th March
Reception — Cotswold Farm Park
Week beginning 13th March
Science week
Tuesday 14th March
Reception families stay and play session
Wednesday 15th March
Year 2 SATs meeting
Wednesday 22nd & Thursday 23rd March
Parent consultations (face to face)
Tuesday 28th March
Year 3 visit to St Nicholas Church
29th —= 31st March
Year 4 Residential to Edgmond
Friday 31st March
Break up for Easter holiday




Next week is Children’s Mental Health week
Mrs Hartley is our Wellbeing lead and has been

sharing useful resources with staff and our children.

As a school, we will be implementing Mental Health
Champions training over the course of the year,
where children learn to support each other with their

emotions, resilience and friendships in school.

One Goal have created a Mental Health challenge - if you would like to get involved
click on the link below

https://www.onegoal.co.uk/10dayMHCC?fbclid=IwAR3js XtN6vbBzfimvO-
8Z6tJV3xFv8KuJomr7bTgdFVKox4wwr7avlY2Xw

The BBC have also produced a range of
fun resources to support talking about and

managing our emotions.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/moodboosters

Prayer for Reflection

Dear God,

We know that our physical wellbeing is linked to what we eat and how much
exercise and physical activity we do.

Our happiness, contentment and satisfaction are also connected to our actions and
the actions of others. This year as a community, may we learn and put into practise
the things we can do to improve our well-being.

Amen



https://www.onegoal.co.uk/10dayMHCC?fbclid=IwAR3js_XtN6vbBzfjmvO-8Z6tJV3xFv8KuJomr7bTqdFVKox4wwr7av1Y2Xw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/moodboosters

Have you got a dancer at home?

Well then come on down to the St Nicholas Friend’s School DISCO. Where
children are welcome to come floss, boogie or rock at St. Nicholas’ CE Primary
School on Friday 10t February 2023. There is no dress code, but costumes are

welcome!

Please note this disco is only open to pupils who attend the school.

Time: Reception, year 1 and 2 4.30-5.15pm
Year 3,4,5,6 5.30-6.30pm

Cost: £3.50

Bookings close 7pm on Wednesday 8th Feb and online booking is required.
Please follow this link; Friends of St Nicholas (pta-events.co.uk)

Tickets can be printed or shown on your phone at the door. Please note that
with the new format, NO 'on the door' bookings are possible.



https://www.pta-events.co.uk/friends-of-stnicholas/index.cfm?event=shop#.Y878aP7P2Uk




Well done to Yin Yee, in year 6, who has passed her latest music exam, Grade 3
Piano, with none other than a distinction!
She has worked incredibly hard on her piano practice and should be extremely
proud of her efforts.




Festival of sports
An Inclusive competition
with a number of other
local schools
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Year 4 — PSHE, dealing
with disappointment




Year 6 — Science



Year 6
Geography










LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

The Supreme Court clanfied has clarfied the law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during t2m tima
(Flatt v Isle of Wirght 2017}. The Supreme Court has made clear that attending school ‘regulary’ means that
thie children must attend school on every day that they are required to do so. As such, the parents of any child
whao is absent from school without authorisation for any length of timme are likely o be considered as committing
an affence under s444 of the Education Act 1896

The regulations regarding Leave of Absence (The Education (Fupil Regulations) (England) Regulations 2006
as amended by Education (Pupil Regulations) (England} (Amendment) Regulations 2013.) advise:

# Head teachers shall not grant any Leave of Absence during term time unless they consider thers
are exceptional circumstances relating to the application.

If the leave is granfed, Head teachers are able to determine the number of school days a child can be absent
fiar.

It is for the Head teacher to decide what is "exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the circumstances warrant
the leawve to be granted. When making an application for Leave of Absence in advance parents are advised to
give sufficient information and time o allow the Head teacher the opportunity to consider all the exceptional
circumstances and to notify parents of their decision. It is advised that if the resident parent has not received
motification or a response regarding the leave of absence application, it is their responsikility to ascertain if the
leawve is authorised prior o the start of the leave.

The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made by the ‘resident’ parent ie the parent
wiith whom the child normally resides.

Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be reguired to be in
school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that pericd, it will be recorded as an
unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken against the parentis). by way of a Ficed
Penalty Motice.

Where a leave of absence is requested, but additicnal days taken either pricr to or after the request may be
considered as part of the leave of absence and could result in a Fixed Penalty Motice being issued to the
parsnt(sh

Each application for a leave of abzsence will be considered an a case-by-case basis and on iz own menis.

Leawve of Absences which are not made in advance cannct be authorised in line with legislation. This will result
in the absence being recordad as "'unawthorised'. This may result in l2gal action against the parent, by way of
a Fixed Penalty Motice. All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be refermed to
the Warwickshire Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire County Council.

It is important to note, Fized Penalty Motices are issued o each parent of each absent child, (for example 2
children and 2 parents, means each parent will receive 2 invoices im the amount of £120 each, totalling £240
for both children, this is reduced to £50 per child if paid within 21 daysL

Where a Fixed Penalty Motice is mot paid within the reguired timeframe as set cut on the notice, the matter will
be referrad to Wanwickshire County Council’s Legal Services to consider instigating criminal procesedings under
5444 Education Act 1906,

Fized Penalty Motices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council's Code of Conduct for
FPenalty Motices.

Your child's progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority

Warwickshire School pupils recorded 96,366 half day sessions of absence

due to holiday in the Academic year 2021/22.




Free warm bags
and toiletry bags

Warm bags contain:  Three different toiletry bags are available:

» Blanket e Bag 1 - Sanitary towels

e Hat e Bag 2 - Toiletry products for children - toothpaste (3 - 8
o Scarf years), toothbrush (6+ years), shampoo and bubble bath
« Hot water bottle e Bag 3 - Toiletry products for adults - toothpaste,

* Gloves toothbrush, deodorant, shower gel and soap

Bags are available, for free, while stocks last. Customers collecting
a bag do not need to speak to a member of staff.

Find your nearest Warm Welcome location:
www.costoflivingwarwickshire.co.uk/home/
warm-welcome-locations

For more information on Cost of Living support visit:
www.costoflivingwarwickshire.co.uk

This offer is in partnership with the Warwickshire Local ‘{%w«wickshire

Welfare Scheme, funded by the Household Support Fund County Council
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