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Congratulations to Ragley

who were the winners of 

the House Cup.

July 2023

DIARY DATES
AUTUMN TERM

Friday 1st September

INSET day – school closed to children

Monday 4th September

INSET day – school closed to children

Tuesday 5th September

Children in years 1-6 return to school

Gates open at 8.40am

Children start their learning at 8.45am

End of the day;

3.10pm for years 1-6

3.15pm for years 3-6

Autumn half term

30th October to 3rd November

Wednesday 19th December

Reception Nativity performance 

(evening in school hall)

Thursday 20th December

Year 1 and 2 Christmas performance 

(evening, at Greig Hall)

More diary dates to follow at the 
beginning of the Autumn term

Another academic year has flown by with so many wonderful 

opportunities, experiences and memories made for all our children.

The last week has been spent celebrating the end of the primary stage 

of education for year 6. They attended a brilliant Leavers festival on our 

field, a huge thank you to the parents that organised the event and 

transformed our sports field into a mini-fest. The leavers awards

ceremony was an absolute treat, the children’s singing was fabulous 

and the memories they shared with us all made us really giggle. We are 

always sad to see our year 6 cohort leave but know that they are ready 

for secondary school and will continue making our community proud.

As well as year 6 leavers, we also have a number of staff retiring or 

moving on to the next stages of their careers. We want to wish them all

the best, we will miss having them as part of our fabulous team but 

wish them lots of luck and look forward to hearing all about their new

adventures.

Many of you will have noticed that we now have oodles of scaffolding 

around our site. This is the start of 22 weeks of building works for

ongoing maintenance of the school buildings. The works will include

replacement of the swimming pool walls, replacement cladding and roof 

on the older sections of the school and new roof sections in reception 

and KS1. 

On behalf of all staff we want to wish everyone a super summer break 

and a huge thank you to our families for such generous end of term 

gifts.

Look forward to seeing you all on Tuesday 5th September – gates open 

at 8.40am.

Best wishes,
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Dear families,

Mrs Laura Newell, Head of School

Ragley



Arrow
Sports Day winner

Curling winner
Sprint winner

Oversley
Golf winner

Dodgeball winner

Kinwarton
Football winner
Rowing winner

Ragley
Netball winner
House points

winner for the year

South Warwickshire
champions
16th in region over all

Sports Hall Athletics

Rowing

South Warwickshire 
Champions
Bronze medal place in 
region

Archery

South Warwickshire 
Champions

Infant agility

Year 5 & 6 athletics

Quad Kids

1st and 3rd across
the MAT schools

1st and 2nd across 
the MAT schools

1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th

places across the 
MAT schools



As part of our Opal Play project our aim is to use the 
whole school grounds all year round. 

From September, we will be asking children to bring in 
wellies, an old waterproof coat and waterproof trousers, 

to wear at playtimes.

To help with this we will be holding a ‘Wellie Swap’.

If your children have any wellies, waterproof coats or 
trousers that they have outgrown please could you save 

them for this event. 

Then, when you bring them along, you can hopefully 
swap them for some that fit.

Thank you!



As another academic year draws to a close, I wanted to provide an update on what the 
Governors have been focussed on this year.  It has been a year of change for the 
Governing body with a new Head of School, several new Governors and with me 
stepping into the Chair’s role at Easter – thank you to Caroline Harris for all her hard 
work prior to stepping down.  
We have welcomed four new Governors over the course of the year: Sarah Folkes, 
Hannah Lardner, Charlotte Washington and Andy Mathias.  With this change of 
personnel, we have also made some changes to how we support the school.  Each 
member of the Governing body has specific areas of focus and have been busy getting 
into school to gain a greater understanding of the good work that is being undertaken.  
We look forward to being able to continue this support into the next academic year 
and beyond.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the staff of St Nicholas for their incredible 
work over the year, as well as wishing those staff who are moving on this year all the 
best for their future.  I truly believe we are so lucky to have such caring and committed 
people looking after our children’s welfare and education day in, day out.
Finally, I would like to wish all our pupils and families a healthy and restful summer.  
We look forward to seeing you all in September.  For our leavers – I hope you have 
enjoyed your time at St Nicholas and wish you the best of luck for your future.
On behalf of the Governors of St Nicholas

Chris Newitt

Governor Corner

Once again the Friends of St Nicholas 
planned, organised and delivered a 
fantastic event for our families. Despite the
constant downpour lots of you came and
visited the stalls which has raised vital 
funds for our school.
A heartfelt thank you to all of the Friends
and the extra volunteers for all their
ongoing support.



Uniform reminders
Our children wear their uniform with pride, promoting equality and a sense of 
community. We ask that everyone; children, parents and carers help to ensure that the 
school dress code is observed.

Children need to wear a white polo shirt, navy cardigan or sweatshirt, grey 
skirt/pinafore/trousers/shorts. 
During the summer term blue and white gingham dresses can be worn. Children may also 
wear a plain black/navy cap and sunglasses.

Footwear; Black, smart shoes with flat soles. No boots or sandals please. Socks and tights can 
be navy, black, grey or white.

PE and sports kit (PPA)

When children have PE and Sport (PPA) children need to come to school wearing their kit;

White t-shirt, dark blue or black jogging bottoms  or leggings (plain), dark blue or black shorts 
(plain), dark blue or black jumper/hoody and trainers.

Please note; no sport/brand logos on clothing

Please label all items of uniform and belongings clearly to enable lost property to be 
returned.

We expect hair styles to be smart and not extreme; no bleached, dyed or short shaved hair 
styles, with no patterns/lines shaved in. Hair that is longer than shoulder length should be 
worn up, any hair accessories need to be small, navy/black.
We ask that children do not wear temporary tattoos, nail varnish, make up or jewellery, safety 
studs can be worn for those with pierced ears, for sport /PE/swimming these need to be 
removed. If this is not possible, please cover with micropore to ensure children’s safety.

A watch may be worn to school, due to safeguarding we ask that ‘smart’ watches are not 
worn. 

Keep an eye out for 
uniform sale dates in

the Autumn term

New and old logo uniform is 
welcome!



New info…
Wellies and

waterproofs in
school all year please



Summer skills 
booklet sent to all 

families via 
StudyBugs (21.07.23)





21/07/23

Support for parent carers' wellbeing

For any parent with a child who has a Special Educational Need or

Disability (SEND), Warwickshire County Council encourages you to

apply for a wellbeing assessment as part of the Parent Carer Support

Pathway.

The wellbeing conversation is part of the assessment – a practitioner

from the Children with Disabilities Team will carry this out with you. This

conversation allows us to identify your needs and tailor available

support to help you, your child and your wider family members.

The wellbeing conversation may result in signposting to an appropriate

local provider. For instance, if you are experiencing physical or mental

health needs, a referral can be made to adult services for support in

your own right.

For more information click here.

I would just like to take this opportunity to say a big

thank you to everyone for making me feel so welcome

this year. I have loved getting to know everyone and

being able to begin that support journey with you and

your child.

The ‘Coffee Morning’ has been a huge success and I am

looking forward to welcoming more families in the new

academic year. New dates will be shared when we

return to school in September.

I hope everyone has a relaxed and enjoyable break.

If you require any support or would like to be added to

the SEND & Inclusion Mailing List, please send me an

email: allen.h4@welearn365.com

Best wishes,

Hannah Allen

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/carers/parent-carer-support-pathway
mailto:allen.h4@welearn365.com


Community Autism Support 
Service

Coventry and Warwickshire 

The Community Autism Support Service (CASS) provides a 

range of autism support for children, young people, and adults 

including one to one support, group support, a peer mentoring 

service, workshops, and short toolbox sessions. Click here for 
event details or here for information about the service. 

If you live in Coventry or Warwickshire with a diagnosis of 

autism, or are awaiting a diagnosis, CASS may be able to help 

you, parents, and carers. Contact the CASS Navigation Team 

by calling 02476 012333 or 

emailing navigation@casspartnership.org.uk.

Alternatively, please speak to Mrs Allen about this, who will
support families with a referral.

Children with Disabilities Team 
Q&A – 30 minute consultations

This event is a chance for parents/carers, looking for additional advice

around complex social care issues for their child/young person who has

been diagnosed with a disability and live in Warwickshire, to ask questions

which will be answered by a member of the Children with Disabilities Team

in Warwickshire County Council.

These will be 30 minute telephone slots for discussions to help support

you with any social care issues arising.

Click here for more information.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/community-autism-support-service-cass-62721567983
https://casspartnership.org.uk/about-us/
mailto:navigation@casspartnership.org.uk
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/cwdt-q-a-30-minute-consultation-tickets-457102785737


New webpages to support positive transitions for 

children and young people.

Many of you will recently have received confirmation of your child or
young person's school place for September 2023. From now until
starting school in September it may be an exciting yet anxious time
for both parents and carers and for the child or young person.

To help you prepare for a move to a new school, or other big changes such as
moving to a new key stage or preparing for adulthood, a brand new Transitions
Guidance section has recently launched on Warwickshire County Council's Local
Offer webpages.

The guidance on these pages have been carefully selected with the aim of
‘Supporting good transitions for all’ so the resources will be helpful for all
children and young people and their families and includes a suggested timeline
which highlight good practice. This includes specific guidance for children and
young people with SEND, although the information is aimed at 'supporting good
transitions for all', meaning it will be helpful for all children and young people
and their families.

• Transitions into reception and primary school
• Transition to secondary school

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/transitions


The Warwickshire HAF team has been

working hard to ensure there are a number

of SEND specific activities during each

holiday period. These will be visible via the

online directory.

In addition to the 2023 Summer activities, 

Warwickshire Family Information Service 

have linked with six providers to offer a 

series of HAF family experiences aimed at 

young people with SEND.

To access this scheme, at least one young 

person in your family must be in receipt of 

benefits-related free school meals, 

alongside having an EHCP. There are a 

limited number of tickets for each activity 

available, so please book early to secure 

your place.

Complete the request form here:

Warwickshire County Council’s Country Park Rangers have 

announced an action-packed summer holiday activities 

programme for children and families across the County.

From the thrill of bug hunting to the satisfaction of earning a green 

Blue Peter Badge, from the creativity of building a woodland den 

to the joy of a launching a homemade bottle rocket, the team of 

Education, Community and Health Rangers has curated a diverse 

range of activities that will captivate young adventurers and ignite 

their curiosity about the natural world.

Website Link

Escape to Nature

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=BqqwiCdZu0uok4nMJxOsgjlYDpr8SM1CqloiYS9n-qVUQ0Y4Rk9ZUDNEWkczVEdKVU5HRkdVQlhaVSQlQCN0PWcu&fbclid=IwAR0URyuBDwgMy9B-bFSsEssLDao9MV8O4q9iyexTBWnES6FK8MJGSZxkPDg
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/4324/escape-to-nature-warwickshire-country-parks-unveil-exciting-summer-holiday-adventures?fbclid=IwAR1Pqa7m0nsDCq0LbONKlHB0RWTKB6ltWgzlUOEzsvdZeq6ESkq-JckCnD0


The ILEAP Charity is for children, young people and adults 
with Additional Needs and operates in South Warwickshire, 
although anyone is welcome to to join no matter where 
they live.
ILEAP deliver a user led programme of leisure activities 
within the local community so that vulnerable people can 
access leisure provision in a safe and supported way.

Are you a young carer?
They work with young carers from the age 

of 8 upwards, and aim to help make a 

difference to their lives by encouraging 

them to take time out to relax, take a break 

and to realise their own dreams.

The Card enables a disabled cinema guest

to receive a complimentary ticket for

someone to go with them when they visit a

participating cinema.

The Card is also one way for cinemas to

make sure they look after their disabled

guests. If you require an adjustment to visit

a cinema because of your disability, cinema

staff should make them for you whether

you have a CEA Card or not.

The Hidden Disabilities Sunflower is a simple tool for you 

to voluntarily share that you have a disability or condition 

that may not be immediately apparent – and that you may 

need a helping hand, understanding, or more time in shops, 

at work, on transport, or in public spaces.

If you’re 
travelling abroad 

this summer –
look out for 

assisted travel at 
the airports!

Family Fund provide grants for families 

raising a disabled or seriously ill child or 

young people on a low income across 

the UK.

Click the images 
to visit the 
websites…

The ILEAP Charity is for children, young people and 

adults with Additional Needs and operates in South 

Warwickshire, although anyone is welcome to  join no 

matter where they live.

ILEAP deliver a user led programme of leisure activities 

within the local community so that vulnerable people can 

access leisure provision in a safe and supported way.

It costs £12 per year to join the ILEAP Charity. 

https://www.warwickshireyoungcarers.org.uk/
https://www.ceacard.co.uk/
https://hdsunflower.com/
https://www.birminghamairport.co.uk/media/5168/airport-guide-travellers-parents-carers.pdf
https://www.familyfund.org.uk/
https://www.ileap.co.uk/


The ILEAP Charity is for children, young people and adults 
with Additional Needs and operates in South Warwickshire, 
although anyone is welcome to to join no matter where 
they live.
ILEAP deliver a user led programme of leisure activities 
within the local community so that vulnerable people can 
access leisure provision in a safe and supported way.

Care for the Family is a national 

charity that aims to promote 

strong family life and to help 
those who face family difficulties.

Also… Article about ‘Holidays with 
neurodiverse children’

Emotional Based Schol Avoidance

Do you have a child or young person who has been off school for a 

prolonged period, due to emotional and/or physical distress, such 

as anxiety?

Warwickshire Parent Carer Voice is working with Warwickshire County 

Council to run two parent and carer focus groups to look at the current 

support for children and young people, and their families, experiencing 

Emotionally Based School Avoidance (EBSA) and would like your 

feedback. You may also have heard this being referred to as 

‘attendance difficulties’ or ‘school refusal’.

By attending one of the focus groups, you will be helping the council to 

understand your experiences and how they can improve support for 

children and young people with attendance difficulties.

The two focus groups will take place on:

Session for parents and carers with a child at a specialist school: 

Wed 26 July 2023, 7.30pm - 9pm – please book your place here

Places will be limited to help keep the discussion focussed. Parents and 

carers will be asked to share their own experiences in response to a 

specific set of questions.

The focus groups will be led by Warwickshire Parent Carer Forum as 

part of a County Council project to look at improving support for children 

and young people dealing with EBSA.

If you are unable to attend one of the focus groups and would still like to 

share your feedback of support for EBSA, please email 

sendchange@warwickshire.gov.uk.

https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/
https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/parenting/holidays-with-neuro-diverse-children/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ebsa-focus-group-specialist-school-eotas-tickets-675112578897?aff=ebdsoporgprofile


The ILEAP Charity is for children, young people and adults 
with Additional Needs and operates in South Warwickshire, 
although anyone is welcome to to join no matter where 
they live.
ILEAP deliver a user led programme of leisure activities 
within the local community so that vulnerable people can 
access leisure provision in a safe and supported way.

Service Contact Details

Family Support Worker
9am-4pm (apart from Bank Holidays)

Duty Line

01926 412 412

Family Support Drop in 

Sessions 

Click here for the website

Family Information Service Duty Line

01926 742 274

Parenting Programmes Click here for the website

HAF Program Queries Email: 
hafprogramme@warwickshire.go
v.uk

Childline 0800 1111

RISE CRISIS Team 08081 966798

RISE Navigation Hub 0300 200 2021

Adult Mental Health CRISIS 08081 966798

National Centre for Domestic 

Violence

0800 970 2070

REFUGE 0800 408 1552

Here is a reminder of support 
for families:

If you have an immediate safeguarding concern please
contact:

Children & Families Front Door: 01926 414144 or the
emergency services as appropriate.

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/children-families/service-changes-children-families/2?documentId=287&categoryId=20045
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/warwickshire-children-and-families-17595309993
mailto:hafprogramme@warwickshire.gov.uk


On Tuesday 18th July, the children took action for social injustice by taking 
part in a water walk to the River Arrow. The whole school walked to the 
shingle beach by the weir to collect water in a bucket and return it to 
school. They did this to reflect on the journey that many children have to 
make every day to get water- often not even clean water. 
“Clean water for everyone everywhere” is the WaterAid cause that the 
children voted for and feel passionately about. They wanted to do 
something that not only raised money, but raised awareness and 
understanding of what some children must do to have access to a water 
supply. 
Thank you to our families for supporting the event by making £1 donations 
to twin a toilet in the school with an overseas toilet. Toilet Twinning is a 
charity that will use our donation to supply sustainable resources for 
families overseas to build their own toilets and provide education about 
good hygiene. The school raised enough money to twin 2 of their toilets!

The event was a great success and the children 
look forward to continuing their mission to 
speak up and take action on issues of social
injustice in the new academic year.



Please do not add anything to the recycling sack that is not on this list as it won’t be accepted. Please refer to the second
photo for advice on what they don't want.

Courageous Advocacy

Right now, millions of children around the world don't have clean water to drink, 
decent toilets to use or good hygiene to protect themselves. The children of St 
Nicholas C of E Primary School want this to change. 
To raise awareness of this issue, we are taking action!
We are planning a whole school ‘Water Walk’ on Tuesday 18th July to raise awareness 
of the journey many children have to make every day to get water. This will take place 
during the school day. More information will follow. 

You can take action too! Would you like to support our chosen cause of 'Clean Water 
for Everyone Everywhere'? Do you have any of the following unwanted items lurking 
in a drawer at home? If so, please consider donating to help us raise money for 
WaterAid. Our recycling sack will be located in the community pantry for the rest of 
this term. Donating your unwanted items is a great way to help the environment and 
support our chosen cause. For more information about why the children have chosen 
this cause then visit : https://www.wateraid.org/uk/what-we-do/water

https://www.wateraid.org/uk/what-we-do/water


Blake completed the 100 skips a day in June. He managed to raise 
£95 all by himself. What dedication and effort Blake, thank you!

Please do let us know if your child has an 
entry for Dream Big, Shine Bright on the 

next newsletter



Congratulations to Jake who has been dreaming big and shining bright with 
his end of season football presentation.

Jake received an award trophy for being the most improved player of the 
season. You must feel so proud Jake, well done!

Please do let us know if your child has an 
entry for Dream Big, Shine Bright on the 

next newsletter



Olivia, Bessie, Daisy, Sophia and Esme decided to run the 5k Pretty 
Muddy run on 17th June to raise money for Cancer Research UK. 

Their families and all of us at St Nics are very proud of them for 
deciding to spend their free time like this and challenge themselves 

for a good cause.

We are loving the before, during and after photos too!

Please do let us know if your child has an 
entry for Dream Big, Shine Bright on the 

next newsletter



1F had an exciting visitor earlier this month; Mrs Hopkins, Oscar and 
Jack’s stick insects came to visit us. Jack has worked incredibly hard on a 
wonderful video that told us all about his stick insects and the children 
even got to hold them! They were very careful with them and Jack was 
able to answer some really tricky questions. Thank you to Mrs Hopkins, 
Oscar and Jack for a wonderful experience.



Year 1 have been making fruit smoothies as part of their DT unit. They 
have learned about using the claw grip to safely chop up fruit using a 
knife and a chopping board. The children enjoyed preparing the fruit, 
blending it in the blender and then tasting it. We all agreed it was 
DELICIOUS! We used strawberries, cucumber and banana😊



A HUGE well done to all the children that performed at our first Summer 
Soiree on Friday 7th July. They were all absolutely fantastic and should be so 

proud of themselves for performing to their first live audience. It was so 
wonderful to see their smiling faces and how they encouraged and supported 
each other. How incredible to have such talents at our school. Thank you so 

much to the Friends of the School for organising refreshments, Staff and 
Parents for their support and Rough Hill Farm Shop for cake donations. A 

thank you to Mrs Newell, Zoe Illes-Cody, Cressida Dolphin and Sarah Folkes for 
supporting the children throughout the evening too. We hope you enjoyed it 

as much as we did and we are already looking forward to organising and 
preparing for the next one!



2W and 4K
The children made a model campsite complete with a sensor to detect nearby 
monsters. Using their computers, they wrote their own code to tell the sensor 

to only light up when the monster moved past, letting their character know 
when there was danger around!



Year 5 had a fantastic morning at St. Benedict's 
School experiencing secondary school science. 
They used microscopes to identify samples on 
slides, investigated how to change the brightness 
of a bulb, helped harvest some vegetables and 
saw fire bubbles explode!
A huge thank you to Miss Munro for
accommodating us all and making the morning
so interesting.





Year 6 had a wonderful time on their residential trip to PGL Boreatton

Park. They have been using their trip to inspire others to go there, 

creating promotional leaflets for PGL.








