Dream big, shine bright

St NICHOLAS

C of E Primary School, Alcester

Keeping Skills Sharp for September 2025

Year 3 to Year 4

We all deserve a well-earned summer break, but in order to keep your skills practised and
help to prepare for the challenges of the next academic year, we have suggested some
ideas of fun things you can do over the summer holidays to keep your school skills sharp.

Inside this booklet:

You will find a wide range of activities and links to help keep you occupied at home over
the summer and keep those academic skills ticking over whilst you are having fun this

summer.

e Ideas of English and Maths activities to try over the holidays.

¢ Information about the library summer reading challenge.

e Specific spelling, punctuation and grammar which you will be learning about next
year and ideas of how to get a head start on this.

e Thrive activities to support wellbeing and regulation

Remember in September bring in your examples of activities that you have completed. Your
new teacher will be so proud of your hard work this summer.

You could earn; Golden Tickets, reading stickers/bookmarks, house points and stamps in

your planner.
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Reading

Take part in the Library “Story Garden” Reading Challenge (available from

?
& all libraries). Register at Summer Reading Challenge, visit the library and read
¥ r books over the holiday and earn rewards and badges.
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Read as much as you can - try a new author or different genre of book you haven’t tried before.

Recommend and/ or swap books you have enjoyed with friends and family.
There are lots of book recommendations here:

Our book recommendations | BookTrust

best books of the last

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/Summer Reading Challenge

What was your favourite summer read?
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https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/

Writing Get ahead...

Have a look at your year group’s spelling, punctuation and grammar which you will be learning next year on our
website: Year group SPaG objectives | St Nicholas' CofE Primary (secure-primarysite.net)

Take a look at the Scode spellings you will be working on next year on our website: https://st-nicholas-cofe-

primary.secure-primarysite.net/scode-spelling-scheme-spelling-lists/

Write a friend/ family member a post card, letter or email. Your child could also let their new teacher know what a
lovely holiday they are having by sending a postcard to:

Your new teacher’s name & class
St. Nicholas C E Primary School
St. Faith’s Road

Alcester

Warwickshire

B49 6AG

Try these activities, games and websites:

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/ https://www.ictgames.com/



https://st-nicholas-cofe-primary.secure-primarysite.net/year-group-spag-objectives/
https://st-nicholas-cofe-primary.secure-primarysite.net/scode-spelling-scheme-spelling-lists/
https://st-nicholas-cofe-primary.secure-primarysite.net/scode-spelling-scheme-spelling-lists/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.ictgames.com/

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ Learning Activities - The Children's University of Manchester

MATHS

Number

e Practise number facts to 10, then extend to 20 and 100.

e Practise adding and subtracting — choose two or three cards and make a number. Chose another set
to either add or subtract. Don’t forget to use column addition.
Practise your times tables. Play games with cards or 2 dice. Multiply the numbers together.
Choose a number. How many ways can this number be made with times tables e.g. 24 =2x12,8x3
e Compare numbers using greater than or less than.
Place value - choose 3 cards and see who can make the largest number.

FRIENDS ~TWENTY |

LEARNING INTENTION ‘b rwr

8_
S 5

. 1(13[12 18 3

? 17|10 (@ 15|15

ercit 00 > B8

B
MULTIPLICATION FlLy ENC

L
EARNING INTENTION- Multiply 2 siry

11

WARS

number gefs

Jle digits

Practice telling the time (o’clock, half past etc ) and compare how these look on
analogue and digital clocks. Which is easier?

Shape, Measures and Data
Involve the children in cooking.
e.g. Making the cakes for a picnic
e Weighing (reading scales)
e Doubling, halving (recipe quantities)
Use the supermarket trip
e Weighing fruit and vegetables

Useful Maths Websites:

www.mathszone.co.uk https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button www.mathplayground.com
https://mathsframe.co.uk/ https://ttrockstars.com/ https://www.ictgames.com/  https://keystagefun.co.uk/



http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/learning-activities/
http://www.mathszone.co.uk/
http://www.mathplayground.com/
https://mathsframe.co.uk/
https://ttrockstars.com/
https://www.ictgames.com/
https://keystagefun.co.uk/

OPAL and Forest school ideas...

Take your paints and crayons outdoors and get inspired by
nature's colours, textures, sights and sounds.

You can even collect natural items to use in their artwork.
But remember, only gather things that have fallen naturally
to the ground don't break things off trees and plants.

« Create a tree using sticks.

« Use fallen leaves and petals as 'stampers' - paint them, then press onto card to create
a print.

« Make a natural collage or sculpture of an animal that lives in your garden, like a
bumblebee or a grasshopper.

« Make a repeating pattern using leaves, petals or pebbles.

o Make mud paint by mixing soil with a little water.

Find the colours of the rainbow

Make a maze for a snail

Play noughts and crosses

Make a potion or perfume
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Assemble a tiny stone tower




Wellbeing Activities from My Happy Mind:

Support your

child at home

Log onto the parent app for more information about the Meet Your
Brain module and how you can support your child at home,

There are lots of activites you can do together including Happy
Breathing and making a Glitter Jar, listening to the story and song,

plus much more,

myHappymind for Educate yourszelf

Parents ‘
i Learn all aboutwhat
Exclusively 1o your children gre

parents with children lBarning in school
Sl S>WILH Cougren

ata myhla

School or Nursery

2 3

To access the materials just go to https://myhappymind.org/parent-
resources and enter your name, email and authentication code,

(Please contact your school for your authenticationcoede.)




Thrive and Your Wellbeing...

Look after your wellbeing this summer - choose one, two
or three activities to complete each week and tick them off
as you go! Share your favourite activities on social media
and tag @ThriveApproach in your post.
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Go for a mindful walk in your local area. Notice

a walk, bike ride, swim or picnic ar.d enjoy being
outside in the fresh air.

the colours, sounds and smells around you. How
does your body feel when you walk slowly or when
You go up a hill?

Find a meditation or body scan video to help
relax your mind and body. How does it make

H you feel?
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Get creative in the kitchen and cook a meal or snacks
from a different country.
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Say thank you to someone you care about by

Let's help every child ¢ making them a surprise breakfast one moming.

thrive
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activities for children

Create a
gratitude tree
and hang it
in your
bedroom

Write down
happy memories
and keep them
in a jar for when
you want to
remember
them
Celebrate
someone you
love by giving

collage to them a hug or
celebrate joyful complimenting
moments them

Create a

Lets help every child

thrive




