
 

Weekly What’s On 

w/c 9th February 2026 

Whole school Reminders 

Cross 
Country 
Competition – 
Cancelled  

Tomorrow's (07/02/2026) cross country competition has been cancelled 

due to adverse weather conditions. Once it has been re-arranged, we 

will be back in touch to advise. 

Online Safety 
Newsletter 

The February Online Safety Newsletter is live on our website. 
 
https://www.alcesterstnicholas.co.uk/stream/newsletters/full/1/-// 

Special Menu 
– 09/02/2026 
 
National 
Pizza Day 

 

https://www.alcesterstnicholas.co.uk/stream/newsletters/full/1/-/


 

Reminder – 
World Book 
Day  
 

We are excited to be celebrating World Book Day 2026 on Thursday 5th 
March. A reminder that this year, instead of dressing as a book 
character, children will be asked to dress as an adjective from their 
year group list. This links to our work on vocabulary and encourages 
lots of imaginative ideas! 
 
Costumes can be simple and homemade—children might use colours, 
props, labels, or accessories to show their chosen adjective. Please see 
the examples below for inspiration. 
 
World Book Day Book Tokens 
 
Next week, your child will receive a World Book Day £1 book token, 
which can be redeemed from 12th February to 15th March, 2026 at 
participating bookshops – including our new local bookshop, JT Books 
on Alcester High Street. Half term will be the perfect time to visit the 
bookshop and spend your voucher.  
 
Children can use their token in one of two ways: 
 
• Swap the token for any of the World Book Day £1 books, or 
• Get £1 off a full-price book or audiobook, as long as it costs at least 
£2.99 at participating booksellers. 
 
World Book Day Dress-Up 
 
Book Cover Redesign Competition 
 
On World Book Day, children will also be participating in an in school 
competition to redesign the cover of their favourite book. You can 
support this by encouraging them to plan which book they will choose 
and their design ideas. Children are welcome to bring their chosen book 
to school on the day for inspiration. The winning designs will be proudly 
displayed in JT Books on Alcester High Street, giving our pupils the 
exciting opportunity to see their artwork showcased in a real bookshop! 
 
 
 
We are really looking forward to celebrating World Book Day with the 
children and inspiring a love of words and reading that lasts a lifetime. 
 
Laura O’Hanlon 
Assistant Head 
English Lead 
 



 

 

 
Spring Term 
Parents 
Consultation  
 

The Spring Term Parents Consultation appointments are now available to 

book for the 18th or 19th March 2026.  Please refer to the letter sent on 

StudyBugs on 06/02/2026 

Snack  Every day, children in Reception and KS1 (Years 1, 2) have 
a fruit/vegetable snack provided, free of charge, through the Fruits for 
Schools initiative. 
 
If your child is in KS2 (Year 3, 4, 5 and 6), please provide your child 
with fruit, vegetable sticks, or dried fruit as a quick snack at breaktime. 



 

There is always fresh fruit and veg available for children who have 
forgotten a snack.  
 
We politely ask that you do not send other snacks e.g. sweets, snack 
bars, cereal bars, nuts, chocolate bars or crisps. 
 

Glowball 
Dodgeball 
(Years 2 – 5) 

Glow dodgeball has been rearranged for Wednesday 11th March 

2026.  HOORAY! 

 

This action-packed day promises lots of fun, teamwork, and glowing 

excitement as children take part in dodgeball games under UV lights. 

To help everyone glow as brightly as possible, all children should come to 

school wearing their PPA kit on this day. Their plain white T-shirt is essential 

(and of course, glowing white teeth)! 

 

Glow-in-the-dark face paint will also be provided to make the day even 

more special. If you do not give permission for face paint to be used on 

your child, please inform a member of staff in advance. 

We can’t wait to see the children light up the sports hall and enjoy this 

unique enrichment experience! 

 

Event at 
Alcester 
Library  

 

 
 
 

Alcester Library - Thursday 19th February - FREE - Drop in 
NO NEED TO BOOK 

This February Half Term, step into a world of wonder at the 
library! Join us for enchanting tales of legendary heroes, 



 

mystical creatures, and magical adventures. Perfect for curious 
minds and budding storytellers – come along and let your 
imagination soar! 
For children aged 4-11-years and their parents/carers 

Join us in the school holidays for some myth & magic themed 
activities. Don't forget to stock up on all your holiday reading 
when you are in the library! 

 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/stories-of-myth-magic-at-alcester-library-
tickets-1977904285963?aff=odcleoeventsincollection 

 

Coming up next week 

Reception  

 

09/02/2026 – Local Walk – Please bring a coat/ dress up in warm 
clothing. 

Year 1 

 

Twycross Zoo Trip, Wednesday 11th March 2026 

Please give consent and make payment on ParentPay by Monday 23rd 

February please to secure your child’s place.  Any problems please let 

us know as soon as possible, thank you. 

Year 2 

 

 

Year 3 

 

 

Year 4 

 

Edgmond Hall Trip Information and Forms 

Please see our message of 4th February, Consents and Emergency 
Contacts form to be completed by Friday 20th February please. 

Year 5 

 

 

Year 6  

 

 

 

Other news 

Useful Links 

 

 

 

Our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/AlcesterStNics/?locale=en_GB 

 

Our calendar https://www.alcesterstnicholas.co.uk/diary/grid/2024/11/ 

 

News https://www.alcesterstnicholas.co.uk/topic/news-and-events 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/stories-of-myth-magic-at-alcester-library-tickets-1977904285963?aff=odcleoeventsincollection
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/stories-of-myth-magic-at-alcester-library-tickets-1977904285963?aff=odcleoeventsincollection
https://www.facebook.com/AlcesterStNics/?locale=en_GB
https://www.alcesterstnicholas.co.uk/diary/grid/2024/11/
https://www.alcesterstnicholas.co.uk/topic/news-and-events


 

Vacancies  No vacancies at present 

 
Diary Dates 

We thought it would be helpful to share the diary dates for the whole year.  Please note: 
they are subject to change 
 
Spring  
 

Date  Time  info  

09.02.2026 PM Reception local walk 

13.02.2026  Break up for half term 

Half term 16.02.2026 to 20.02.2026 

22.01.2026 5 pm Year 6 SAT’s  Meeting – To be confirmed 

23.02.2026  Children return to school 

02.03.2026  All day  Height and weight (Rec pm/year 6 am)  

05.03.2026 All day  World Book Day 

10.03.2026  Rugby Tots (Years R-2) 

10.03.2026  TBC   Year 5 experience Easter at church  

11.03.206  Glowball Dodgeball 

18.03.2026  4-7pm  Parents consultations  

19.03.2026  4-7pm  Parents consultations  

19.03.2026  Am  Easter service at church (year 5) with year 5 families  

23.03.2026 AM Class Photos YR & Y6 

25.03.2026  All day  Year 4 Edgmond hall  

26.03.2026  All day   Year 4 Edgmond hall  

27.03.2026  All day  Year 4 Edgmond hall  

27.03.2026  Children break up from school 

Easter break – 30.03.2026 -10.04.2026 

  
Summer  
 

Date  Time  info  

13.04.2026  All day  Return to school  

04.05.2026    Bank holiday – May Day  

05.05.2026  Am   Year 1 church visit – Creation  

06.05.2026 All day Reception School Trip  

11.05.2026  All week  SATs week  

22.05.2026  Children break up  

Half term break – 25.05.2026 to 29.05.2026 

01.06.2026 All day  Teacher Training day 



 

08.06.2026  All week  
All week  

Year 4 MTC all week  
Phonics screening year 1 and year 2 retakes  

09.06.2026  Am  Year 2 Church visit – world views  

24.06.2026  All day   Year 6 PGL  

25.06.2026  All day   Year 6 PGL  

02.07.2026  Pm  Big Camp – year 2  

03.07.2026  All day  Big Camp – year 2  

07.07.2026  Am  Year 6 Church visit – worldviews/truth  

10.07.2026  All day  Reports out to families  
Leavers festival (provisional date)  

15.07.2026  4pm  Optional parents’ consultations (families call office to book)  

17.07.2026  Pm  Leavers performance/awards (TBC)  

17.07.2026  Last Day of term 

Break up for summer  

20.07.2026  All day  INSET day  

21.09.2026 AM Individual school photo’s – All Years  
 



 

 



 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME 

UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

The Supreme Court has clarified the law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time 

(Platt v Isle of Wright 2017). The Supreme Court has made clear that attending school ‘regularly’ 

means that the children must attend school on every day that they are required to do so. As such, 

the parents of any child who is absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are 

likely to be considered as committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996. 

The law states a leave of absence may only be granted by a school if an application is made in 

advance and if it considers there are exceptional circumstances relating to the application.  

Schools must judge each application individually considering the specific facts and circumstances 

and relevant background context behind each request.  

A leave of absence is granted entirely at the school’s discretion. Generally, a need or desire for a 

holiday or other absence for the purpose of leisure and recreation would not constitute an 

exceptional circumstance.  

Where a leave of absence is granted, the school will determine the number of days a pupil can be 

absent from school. 

When making an application for Leave of Absence parents are advised to give sufficient information 

and time to allow the Head teacher the opportunity to consider all the exceptional circumstances 

and to notify parents of their decision.  The school may also request further information on the 

application and supporting documentation where appropriate. 

It is advised that if the resident parent has not received notification or a response regarding the 

leave of absence application, it is the parents’ responsibility to ascertain if the leave is authorised 

prior to the start of the leave. 

The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made by the ‘resident’ parent ie 

the parent with whom the child normally resides. 

Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child is expected to 

be in school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will be 

recorded as an unauthorised absence.  Where a leave of absence is requested, but additional days 

taken either prior to or after the request may be considered as part of the leave of absence. 

Leave of Absences which are not made in advance cannot be authorised in line with legislation.  This 

will result in the absence being recorded as ‘unauthorised’.   

All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the 

Warwickshire Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire County Council.  Penalty Notices are issued 

in accordance with Warwickshire County Council’s Code of Conduct for Penalty Notices and in the 

first instance, as an alternative to prosecution proceedings.   

The law relating to Penalty Notices changed with effect from 19 August 2024. Therefore, Penalty 

Notices issued for Leave of Absence taken from September 2024 will be issued in accordance with 

the updated legislation. 



 

• Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for example 2 children and 
2 parents, means each parent will receive 2 invoices – 4 in total).   

 
o First Leave of Absence offence:  The Penalty Notice amount of £160 to be paid 

within 28 days, this is reduced to £80 each child if paid within 21 days. 
o Second Leave of Absence offence within a 3 year period (from the date of issue of 

the first penalty notice): The amount of £160 paid within 28 days.  No reduced 
amount. 

 

• Payment plans will not be offered and/or payments received outside of the 28 day period 
will not be accepted. Where a penalty notice expires unpaid the matter will be referred to 
Warwickshire County Council’s Legal Services to consider criminal prosecution.    
 

• Third Leave of Absence offence within a 3 year period (from the date of issue of the first 
penalty notice):  A penalty notices will be not be issued and the matter will be referred to 
Warwickshire County Council’s Legal Services to consider instigating criminal prosecution 
proceedings under S444 of Education Act 1996. 

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority. 

 

 



 

 



 

 


