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As St Nic’s Geographers we wonder, we are curious and we exploreIntent - At St Nicholas, we aim to inspire pupils to be curious, knowledgeable and responsible global citizens. Through a broad, ambitious and inclusive geography curriculum, pupils will develop a secure understanding of places, people, environments and the Earth's physical and human processes. Geography learning encourages pupils to explore Kenilworth and its local community, understand their place in the wider world, value diversity, and develop the skills required to investigate and respond to environmental and social challenges. Local geography is a meaningful thread running through our curriculum. Pupils use Kenilworth and the surrounding area as a context for fieldwork, observation, enquiry and comparison, helping them to develop geographical knowledge and understand concepts and processes at increasing scales. These connections are made where they deepen geographical understanding, strengthen pupils' knowledge of places and support the development of disciplinary geographical skills, rather than as an artificial addition to every topic.


	Year Group
	Unit
	The Big Question
	Skills (Procedural Knowledge)
	Knowledge (Substantive Knowledge)
	Vocabulary
	Place Study/Purposeful Local Connection

	EYFS
	Autumn - Our home and local area 
	I wonder what makes our home and our local area special?
	Explore school grounds and familiar routes; describe local features; use photographs, drawings, simple plans and models; use positional language.
	Homes and local places have features and purposes; familiar places can be represented in photographs, drawings and simple maps; Kenilworth has recognisable landmarks and community spaces.
	home, school, local area, place, building, landmark, road, path, map, near, far
	Explore the school grounds, a familiar route and nearby landmarks. 

	EYFS
	Spring - Antarctica and the UK
	I wonder if I can have a penguin as a pet?
	Use a globe or map with support to find the UK and Antarctica; compare photographs; talk about weather, clothing and landscape; sort images by environmental features.
	Antarctica is a very cold, icy continent around the South Pole; the UK has different weather and landscapes; places can be similar and different; animals are adapted to environments.
	Antarctica, country, globe, map, South Pole, ice, snow, cold, weather, compare, different, same

	Compare Kenilworth’s local environment with Antarctic photographs, keeping location, weather and landscape central.

	EYFS
	Summer - Australia
	I wonder what it is like on the other side of the world?

	Locate Australia and the UK on a globe or simple map with support; explore photographs, stories and non-fiction; describe similarities and differences; communicate observations through talk, drawings and models.
	Australia is a country and continent far from the UK; places have different landscapes, weather, homes and communities; stories, maps and photographs help us learn about distant places.

	Australia, UK, country, world, globe, map, desert, coast, beach, city, compare, similar, different
	Compare selected Australian places with Kenilworth and the UK, avoiding generalisations about either place.

	Reception geography is delivered through our bespoke Discovery curriculum and through in the moment learning opportunities within our provision and the wider environment and supports & develops the EYFS Understanding the World educational programme. Children explore their immediate environment, maps, seasonal change and contrasting places, building the foundations for the locational, place and human and physical geography knowledge taught in Key Stage 1.

	Year 1
	Autumn - Our Place in the World
	I wonder what it is like here?

	Observe and describe school surroundings; use aerial photographs and simple maps; recognise basic symbols and a key; follow and give simple directions; identify human and physical features.
	Maps and aerial photographs represent places from above; human features are made by people and physical features are natural; symbols help represent places; the school sits within a wider local area.

	local area, aerial photograph, aerial view, map, symbol, key, human feature, physical feature, route, direction, compass, locate
	Map the school grounds and, where appropriate, a short familiar route; identify buildings, paths and green spaces.  


	Year 1
	Spring - Whatever the Weather
	I wonder what the weather is like in the UK?

	Observe and record daily weather; present observations with simple charts and symbols; locate the four UK countries; describe seasonal patterns.

	The UK comprises England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland; weather changes daily and seasonally; weather can vary between places; records can reveal patterns.

	weather, season, temperature, rain, wind, sunshine, cloud, England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, pattern
	Keep a school weather record and compare it with another UK location; discuss seasonal changes in the UK.

	Year 1
	Summer - A Tale of Two Places
	I wonder what it is like to live in Shanghai?
	Use maps, globes and photographs to locate the UK and China; compare Shanghai and Kenilworth; identify human and physical features; describe similarities and differences.
	China is a country in Asia and Shanghai is a large city; places differ in size, buildings, transport, land use and physical features; communities are varied. Shanghai and Kenilworth can be compared through their human and physical features, population, land use and transport networks.
	China, Shanghai, Asia, city, country, human feature, physical feature, transport, compare
	Compare specific examples of Shanghai and Kenilworth, including buildings, transport and green space.

	Year 2
	Autumn - Hot or Cold?
	I wonder if I would prefer to live in a hot or a cold place?
	Locate continents and oceans; identify the Equator; compare hot and cold places using maps, photographs and climate information; describe locations comparatively.
	The world has seven continents and five oceans; the Equator is an imaginary line around Earth; places near it are generally hotter, although climate is affected by other factors; environments influence life.
	continent, ocean, Equator, North Pole, South Pole, hot, cold, climate, temperature, location, climate change, hemisphere
	Use Kenilworth as a familiar UK comparison with selected hot and cold locations; discuss variation within regions.

	Year 2
	Spring - Wonderful Worlds
	I wonder what makes our world so wonderful?

	Locate landmarks and places on maps and atlases; identify continents and oceans; compare natural and human features; observe a local habitat; communicate findings with drawings, maps and descriptions.
	Places can be significant for natural features, history or culture; landmarks exist locally, nationally and globally; oceans cover most of Earth; local habitats contain observable features.

	landmark, natural, human, feature, ocean, continent, habitat, environment, map, atlas

	Explore Kenilworth Castle, Abbey Fields or a suitable local green space; compare with UK and world examples.

	Year 2
	Summer - Living by the Sea
	I wonder what it is like to live by the coast?
	Locate the UK and surrounding seas; identify coastal features in photographs; compare coastal and inland places; describe how people use coasts; record simple observations.
	The UK is surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean, North Sea, English Channel and Irish Sea; coasts include beaches and cliffs; people use coasts for homes, work, transport and recreation; coasts change over time. Physical processes such as erosion shape coastlines over time.
	coast, coastline, sea, ocean, beach, cliff, harbour, island, erosion, tourism, physical feature, human feature.
	Compare inland Kenilworth with Weymouth or the Jurassic Coast, considering how location affects land use and activities.

	Year 3
	Autumn - Fire and Stone 
	I wonder why people live by volcanoes?
	Locate mountain ranges and volcanoes using maps and atlases; interpret maps, photographs and diagrams; identify location patterns; explain benefits and risks of living near volcanoes.
	Mountain ranges and volcanoes occur in particular parts of the world; volcanic areas can offer fertile soils and geothermal energy but also hazards; people weigh opportunities and risks.

	volcano, summit, slope, vent, eruption, magma, lava, crater, mountain range, tectonic plate, hazard, fertile, geothermal
	Compare a volcanic settlement with a familiar UK settlement.


	Year 3
	Spring - The Frozen Continent
	I wonder who lives in Antarctica?
	Locate the Equator, hemispheres and Antarctica; interpret maps, photographs and climate information; compare Antarctica with Kenilworth; explain why people visit and work there.
	Antarctica is a continent around the South Pole in the Southern Hemisphere; it is extremely cold and largely ice-covered; it has no permanent resident population, though researchers work there temporarily.  Antarctica is protected by international agreements.

	Antarctica, continent, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, South Pole, climate, ice sheet, research, expeditions.
	Compare Antarctic landscape and climate with Kenilworth and the UK; discuss challenges faced by visiting researchers.

	Year 3
	Summer - Places we Live
	I wonder if all settlements are the same?
	Use maps, aerial photographs and fieldwork to identify land use; compare maps from different times; record local observations; compare Kenilworth with New Delhi.
	Settlements differ in size, layout, density and function; land is used for homes, shops, transport, services and green space; settlements change over time; Kenilworth and New Delhi differ in scale, history and land use.

	settlement, village, town, city, land use, residential, commercial, transport, services, population, change
	Investigate land use in Kenilworth and compare it with New Delhi.


	Year 4
	Autumn - From Farm to Fork
	I wonder where our food comes from?

	Locate selected countries and biomes; trace a food product from production to consumption; interpret climate and growing-condition information; discuss environmental impacts of production and transport.
	Biomes have characteristic climates, plants and animals; food is produced in different environments; products such as cocoa pass through several stages before consumption; production and transport affect people and environments.

	biome, climate, producer, consumer, import, export, crop, harvest, supply chain, trade, fair trade, distribution, deforestation, environment
	Investigate origins of foods eaten or sold locally; compare UK production with a cocoa-growing region.


	Year 4
	Spring - The Journey of a River 
	How do rivers shape the landscape and affect how people live?
	Locate major rivers using maps and atlases; interpret water-cycle and river-feature diagrams; observe and record selected features of a local water environment where appropriate; use four-figure grid references where appropriate;
use vocabulary to describe patterns and explain findings.
	The water cycle involves evaporation, condensation and precipitation; rivers shape landscapes through erosion, transportation and deposition; rivers have identifiable features and uses; Finham Brook offers a local context for water, land use and environment.

	river, source, mouth, tributary, channel, erosion, transportation, deposition, water cycle, evaporation, condensation, precipitation

	Observe Finham Brook where suitable, then compare observations with a larger river case study..

	Year 4
	Summer - The Lungs of our Planet
	I wonder why rainforests are important to us?
	Locate tropical rainforests; interpret climate graphs, photographs and diagrams; describe relationships between climate, vegetation and wildlife; investigate resource use and consequences of change.
	Tropical rainforests occur in hot, wet regions near the Equator; they support diverse wildlife; people depend on rainforest resources; deforestation affects habitats, communities, climate and biodiversity.

	tropical, rainforest, Equator, climate, precipitation, biodiversity, canopy, emergent layer, understory, habitat, deforestation, conservation, resource
	Compare the Amazon rainforest with local woodland or a nature reserve; identify differences in climate, biodiversity and human impact.

	Year 5
	Autumn -Life in the Mountains
	I wonder what life is like in the Alps?
	Locate the Alps and selected countries and settlements; interpret physical and political maps; compare landscape, climate, tourism and land use with the local area; explain adaptation to mountain environments.
	The Alps are a major European mountain range spanning several countries; altitude and relief influence climate, transport, settlement and economic activity; tourism brings opportunities and environmental pressures.
	Alps, mountain range, glacier, altitude, relief, climate, valley, tourism, settlement, transport, adaptation, economy
	Compare Innsbruck with a familiar UK settlement, considering landscape, transport, tourism and daily life.

	Year 5
	Spring - Blue Planet
	I wonder why oceans matter?

	Locate oceans and the Great Barrier Reef; interpret maps and information about marine habitats; investigate causes and effects of ocean pollution; explain how people use and protect oceans.
	Oceans cover most of Earth and support marine ecosystems; coral reefs provide habitats but are vulnerable to environmental change; oceans support transport, food and livelihoods; pollution and climate change threaten marine environments. Ocean currents influence climate and ecosystems.
	ocean, marine, coral reef, ecosystem, habitat, pollution, plastic, conservation, climate change, biodiversity, sustainability
	Connect ocean pollution to litter, waste and water pathways locally.

	Year 5
	Summer - Life in Extreme Places
	I wonder if I would like to live in a desert?
	Locate major deserts; use climate data and photographs to describe environments; compare a desert with the UK; explain adaptations to limited water and extreme conditions.
	Deserts are defined by very low precipitation, not simply heat; deserts may be hot or cold; water availability influences vegetation, settlement and activity; people adapt to local conditions.
	desert, arid, precipitation, drought, oasis, adaptation, vegetation, climate, water scarcity, settlement, biome
	Compare the Mojave Desert with the UK climate and environment.

	Year 6
	Autumn - Changing Populations
	I wonder why population changes?
	Use maps, population data and graphs to describe distribution and change; interpret information about migration; compare places using data; discuss how climate, opportunity, conflict and services influence movement. 

	Population is unevenly distributed; change is influenced by births, deaths and migration; people move for social, economic, environmental and political reasons; climate change can affect where and how people live.

	population, distribution, density, migration, birth rate, death rate, urbanisation, push factor, pull factor, climate change, resources
	Use suitable local data to consider change in Kenilworth over time and compare with a contrasting place; avoid presenting migration as having one cause.

	Year 6
	Spring - Powering our World
	I wonder where our energy comes from?
	Use maps, charts and data to compare energy generation in the UK and USA; interpret renewable and non-renewable resource information; evaluate advantages and disadvantages; justify conclusions with evidence.  Evaluate geographical evidence and recognise that different viewpoints exist.
	Homes, transport and industry need energy; sources include renewable and non-renewable resources; energy choices have environmental, economic and social impacts; suitability depends partly on location and resources.
	energy, renewable, non-renewable, fossil fuel, solar, wind, hydroelectric, nuclear, generation, resource, sustainability, emissions
	Consider school energy use or local energy infrastructure where appropriate. 

	Year 6
	Summer - St Nic’s Geographers in Action

	How is the landscape around Bryntysilio different from the landscape around Kenilworth?

	Use OS maps, aerial photographs and digital mapping to investigate and compare places. Use scale, contours, grid references and compass directions to interpret geographical information. Collect, record and present fieldwork evidence through sketches, maps, photographs and observations. Compare physical and human features, analyse patterns and draw justified geographical conclusions using evidence from a range of sources.
	Landscapes are made up of physical and human features that contribute to the character of a place. Relief, rivers, vegetation, settlement patterns and land use influence how places look and function. Places can be compared using evidence from fieldwork, maps, photographs and other geographical sources. Geographical similarities and differences can be explained by physical processes, location and human activity, and conclusions should be supported by evidence.
	landscape, relief, valley, river, land use, settlement, contour, grid reference, compass direction, physical feature, human feature, observation, evidence, comparison, enquiry, conclusion

	Compare the landscape around Bryntysilio and Llangollen with their familiar local environment in Kenilworth, using fieldwork evidence, maps and geographical observations to deepen understanding of place, landscape and land use.
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