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 As St Nic’s Historians we wonder, we investigate and we compareIntent - At St Nicholas, we aim for History to be a rich, inclusive and progressive subject that enables all pupils, including those with SEND and disadvantaged pupils, to develop a secure understanding of chronology, historical knowledge, vocabulary and key concepts. Pupils learn to think and work as historians by asking questions, interpreting evidence, making connections, considering different perspectives and communicating their understanding of the past. Through the study of local, national and global history, pupils develop a broad and diverse understanding of societies, civilisations and significant events across time. Historical connections and contextual studies are used where they deepen understanding, provide access to authentic evidence, meaningful comparison or help pupils understand how events have shaped communities over time. These connections may be local, national or global and are included purposefully rather than as a compulsory feature of every unit. As St Nic’s Historians, we wonder, we investigate and we compare.






	Year Group
	Unit
	The Big Question
	Skills (Procedural Knowledge)
	Knowledge (Substantive Knowledge)
	Vocabulary
	Enquiry, Comparison and Local Context


	EYFS
	Autumn - Then and Now - My life… My grandparent's life

	I wonder how life was different when our grandparents were little?
	Children talk about similarities and differences between their own lives and the lives of older family members. Photographs, stories and artefacts help children learn about the past.

	People remember events and experiences from the past. Some aspects of homes, schools, toys and daily life have changed over time while others have stayed the same.

	past, present, old, new, family, grandparent, memory, change, then, now

	Invite family members or members of the local community to share memories and photographs of growing up in Kenilworth and the surrounding area.

	EYFS
	Spring - All Aboard… Trains

	I wonder how trains have changed over time?

	Children identify similarities and differences between trains from the past and present using photographs, stories and artefacts. They ask questions and talk about how travel has changed over time.
	Transport has changed over time as new inventions and technology have improved how people travel. Trains from the past look different from trains today.
	train, railway, steam engine, journey, travel, past, present, old, new, change
	Explore the history of Kenilworth Railway Station and compare past and present rail travel.

	EYFS
	Summer - Step back in time… Fossils, Dinosaurs & Mary Anning
	I wonder what it was like when dinosaurs walked the Earth…

	Children ask questions about the past and use fossils, books and photographs to find answers. They describe what they notice and share their ideas about life long ago.

	Dinosaurs lived millions of years ago and are now extinct. Fossils provide evidence about plants, animals and environments from the past.

	dinosaur, fossil, extinct, past, Mary Anning, habitat, museum, discover, bones, long ago

	Explore fossils and natural history collections through local museums or educational visits where appropriate. (Oxford)

	Reception History is delivered through our bespoke Discovery curriculum, in-the-moment learning opportunities and the wider provision. It supports the EYFS Understanding the World educational programme. Children explore their own lives, family histories, changes within living memory, similarities and differences between the past and present, and significant people from the past. These experiences lay the foundations for chronology, historical enquiry, evidence and historical knowledge in Key Stage 1.

	Year 1
	Autumn - My Story…My history

	I wonder how I am making history?

	Use photographs, objects and stories to find out about the past; sequence events within living memory; identify similarities and differences between past and present experiences; ask and answer simple historical questions.
	A timeline shows events in chronological order; people have personal histories that form part of the past; some aspects of life change over time while others remain the same; sources such as photographs and artefacts can help us learn about the past.
	past, present, timeline, chronology, memory, event, change, source, artefact, before, after
	Use photographs, memories and significant events from pupils' own lives and the local community to create personal timelines.

	Year 1
	Spring - Toys through time
	I wonder how toys have changed?

	Compare toys from different time periods; examine artefacts and photographs; identify similarities and differences; place toys on a simple timeline; explain how evidence helps us learn about the past.
	Toys have changed because of developments in materials, technology and society; some toys remain popular over time; artefacts provide evidence about how people lived in the past; changes often happen gradually.
	toy, artefact, evidence, material, old, modern, compare, chronology, source, historical

	Compare toys used by parents and grandparents who grew up in Kenilworth and the surrounding area

	Year 1
	Summer - Great Explorers
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK14]I wonder how explorers have changed the world?

	Use stories, maps and historical sources to learn about significant people; identify achievements of explorers; compare lives from different periods; ask questions about the past.
	Explorers helped increase geographical knowledge and understanding of the world; significant individuals can influence history; Christopher Columbus and Matthew Henson are remembered for different reasons; people's actions can have both positive and negative consequences.
	explorer, voyage, expedition, discovery, significant, achievement, navigation, impact, evidence, source
	Explore how discoveries and exploration have helped shape the modern world pupils experience today. No direct local link required.

	Year 2
	Autumn - Schools days
	I wonder how school was different in the past?
	Compare schools across different periods; use artefacts, photographs and oral histories; identify change and continuity; ask questions about historical evidence.

	School life has changed over time; expectations, resources and teaching methods were different in the past; some aspects of education remain the same; evidence helps historians understand everyday life.

	school, classroom, pupil, teacher, century, discipline, change, continuity, evidence, oral history

	Compare St Nicholas today with schooling in Warwickshire during the Victorian and early twentieth centuries using photographs, records and artefacts where available.

	Year 2
	Spring - Taking flight
	I wonder how we learnt how to fly?

	Sequence key events on a timeline; investigate significant individuals; interpret sources; identify cause and consequence.

	Flight developed through innovation and experimentation; the Wright Brothers, Amelia Earhart and Bessie Coleman made important contributions; technological developments can transform society; historical events are connected.
	flight, invention, innovation, pilot, aviation, timeline, achievement, consequence, technology, significant
	Explore Coventry's aviation heritage and its contribution to developments in flight and engineering.

	Year 2
	Summer - Crowns and kingdoms
	I wonder what is a monarch?

	Compare monarchs from different periods; use portraits, documents and stories as sources; identify similarities and differences between past and present monarchy.
	A monarch is a king or queen who rules a country; the role of the monarch has changed over time; William the Conqueror and King Charles III ruled in very different contexts; monarchy forms part of Britain's history.
	monarch, king, queen, crown, coronation, castle, kingdom, ruler, parliament, reign

	Investigate the role of nearby Warwick Castle in British history and the changing role of monarchy over time.

	Year 3
	Autumn - Prehistoric Britain
	I wonder if I would prefer to have lived in the Stone, Bronze or Iron Age?
	Sequence periods of prehistory chronologically; analyse artefacts; identify change and continuity; compare ways of life across historical periods.

	The Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age occurred over thousands of years; developments in tools, farming and settlement changed people's lives; technological advances led to societal change; evidence from archaeology helps us understand prehistory.
	prehistory, Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age, hunter-gatherer, settlement, farming, archaeology, artefact, chronology
	Investigate archaeological evidence from Warwickshire to understand how people lived in prehistoric Britain.

	Year 3
	Spring - Roman Britain
	I wonder why the Romans invaded Britain?

	Interpret historical evidence; identify causes and consequences; analyse different sources; compare Roman Britain with Iron Age Britain.

	The Roman Empire expanded through conquest; Romans introduced roads, towns and technologies; Roman occupation changed life in Britain; some Roman influences remain today.
	Roman Empire, invasion, conquest, centurion, emperor, settlement, villa, aqueduct, legacy, civilisation
	Visit Lunt Roman Fort to explore evidence of Roman life and understand the impact of Roman Britain on the local region.

	Year 3
	Summer - Secrets of Ancient Egyptians 
	I wonder what was important to ancient Egyptians?

	Investigate ancient civilisations using artefacts and sources; identify significant achievements; compare aspects of daily life.

	Ancient Egypt developed along the River Nile; Egyptians developed writing, religion and advanced technologies; pharaohs held significant power; evidence from tombs and artefacts provides information about Egyptian society.
	ancient civilisation, pharaoh, hieroglyphics, tomb, mummification, Nile, artefact, dynasty, archaeology, afterlife
	Explore how museums use artefacts and evidence to help historians understand ancient civilisations.

	Year 4
	Autumn - A child’s life through time 

	I wonder how children’s lives have changed?

	Historical sources such as photographs, census records, diaries and school records can be used to investigate children's lives in the past. Evidence can be compared to identify changes and continuities between Tudor, Victorian and modern childhood.
	Children's lives have changed significantly over time because of developments in education, work, technology and society. Experiences varied depending on wealth, gender and the period in which children lived.

	childhood, Tudor, Victorian, education, workhouse, apprentice, census, source, change, continuity
	Compare the experiences of children in Kenilworth and Warwickshire across different historical periods using local sources and evidence.

	Year 4
	Spring - Anglo-Saxon Britain
	I wonder what changed in Britain after the Anglo-Saxon invasion?
	Compare different invasions; analyse historical evidence; identify cause and consequence; evaluate significance.

	Anglo-Saxons migrated and settled in Britain after Roman rule ended. Their beliefs, language, culture and kingdoms helped shape early England, and evidence from artefacts and written accounts helps historians understand this period.

	Viking, invasion, settlement, raid, monarchy, conflict, chronology, significance, source, interpretation
	Investigate local place names and historical evidence to identify traces of Anglo-Saxon influence in Warwickshire.

	Year 4
	Summer - The Mighty Mayans 
	I wonder what impact the ancient Mayan civilisation had on their own society and beyond?
	Investigate a non-European civilisation; compare civilisations across time and place; interpret historical evidence; identify achievements and legacy.
	The Maya developed complex cities, writing, mathematics and astronomy; the civilisation flourished in Central America; evidence helps historians understand Maya life; civilisations can develop independently in different parts of the world.
	Maya, civilisation, astronomy, temple, trade, king, agriculture, hierarchy, source, legacy
	Compare how historians learn about the Maya with how local historical evidence helps us understand Warwickshire's past.

	Year 5
	Autumn - Raiders, Traders and Settlers 
	I wonder if Vikings were raiders, traders or something else?
	Historical sources can be used to investigate what Viking life was really like and to explore different interpretations of the past. Evidence helps historians identify similarities and differences between Viking communities and other societies, and draw conclusions about how people lived.
	Vikings were not only raiders but also traders, settlers and explorers. Their arrival in Britain led to changes in settlement, culture, language and trade, and some aspects of Viking influence can still be seen today.
	Viking, raider, trader, settler, invasion, longship, settlement, kingdom, monastery, evidence, interpretation, legacy

	Investigate Viking place names and evidence of Viking influence across England to understand how settlement shaped communities over time.

	Year 5
	Spring - The Tudors 
	I wonder what life was like in Tudor England?

	Interpret a range of historical sources; compare experiences of different groups; identify change and continuity; investigate significant individuals.

	The Tudor period saw religious, political and social change; monarchs held significant power; life differed depending on wealth and status; the Tudor era shaped Britain's development.

	Tudor, monarch, reign, society, wealthy, poor, parliament, religion, source, chronology

	Explore Tudor buildings and historical sites within Warwickshire to understand how Tudor society influenced local communities.

	Year 5
	Summer - The Ancient Greeks
	I wonder what the ancient Greeks did for us?

	Investigate historical achievements; compare ancient and modern societies; interpret primary and secondary sources; identify legacy.

	Ancient Greece developed democracy, philosophy, art and sport; Greek achievements influenced many aspects of modern life; city-states had different systems of government; historical legacies continue today.

	Ancient Greece, democracy, civilisation, philosopher, Olympics, city-state, legacy, achievement, source, chronology
	Explore how ideas from Ancient Greece continue to influence aspects of modern British society and local civic life.

	Year 6
	Autumn/Spring - Britain at War
	I wonder if World War 2 had an impact on people’s lives in Britain?

	A range of historical sources can be used to investigate the causes, events and impact of World War II. Historians analyse evidence, consider different perspectives and evaluate reliability to draw informed conclusions about people's experiences during the war.


	World War II began in 1939 and affected people around the world; political decisions and international events contributed to the conflict; the war significantly changed life in Britain; evidence helps historians understand experiences of war. The war affected everyday life through evacuation, rationing and bombing; people's experiences varied; communities adapted to challenges; local areas were influenced by national events.
	World War II, Blitz, evacuation, allies, axis, conflict, propaganda, rationing, evidence, consequence, reliability, resilience, civilian, community, source, evidence, impact, significance
	Investigate the impact of World War II on Coventry, Kenilworth and the surrounding area through local stories, memorials, evacuation experiences and the Coventry Blitz.


	Year 6
	Summer - The Sikh Empire
 
	I wonder what the Sikh Empire was like?

	Historical sources can be used to investigate the development of the Sikh Empire and the experiences of people who lived within it. Historians analyse evidence, consider different interpretations and use historical information to draw informed conclusions about the significance and legacy of the empire.

	The Sikh Empire was founded by Maharaja Ranjit Singh and became one of the most powerful states in northern India. Its leadership, military strength and religious tolerance contributed to its success, and its legacy continues to influence Sikh identity and culture today.

	Sikh, Sikh Empire, Maharaja, Ranjit Singh, Punjab, Khalsa, empire, kingdom, conquest, leadership, legacy, interpretation

	Explore the continuing influence of Sikh heritage through the Sikh community in Coventry and Warwickshire, helping pupils understand how historical legacies continue to shape communities today.
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