
St Nicholas C of E Primary School 
English Curriculum Intent Statement
Aim high, be courageous, show love and kindness
Learning at St Nicholas Primary School starts with the child. Every child and member of our school community is welcomed and valued as a unique individual, supported and empowered to flourish by our caring, inclusive and engaging ethos and curriculum. 
Our vision is that children will aim high, be courageous and show love and kindness.
“Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong. Let all that you do be done in love “
(1 Cor 16:13-14)
Intent
English is at the heart of the curriculum at St Nicholas, and we strive to enable children to express themselves creatively. Basing both our reading and writing curriculums on a range of high-quality fiction and non-fiction texts provides children with varied opportunities to develop their language. Texts are chosen to include a wide range of people, cultures and backgrounds, which ensure children are exposed to a diverse view of the world.  We aim for children to develop a love of reading and writing; leaving St Nicholas as confident, creative and fluent readers and writers.
  
Writing
The aim of our writing curriculum is for children to develop the skills to communicate effectively. In each year group, our writing curriculum is underpinned by a selection of high quality texts which give the children rich language across a range of genres.  These texts encompass a diverse range of writers, themes and characters, exposing our children to a wide range of people in society and allowing them to appreciate and engage with people from all walks of life.    
 
We encourage the children to consider their audience and purpose when writing in a variety of genres; this helps them to tailor their writing appropriately. Through exploration into a wide range of different text types, children are also given the tools to be able to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding in other areas of learning beyond English.  Use of teacher modelling and share writing builds confidence and encourages the children to become courageous in their writing.  Children are encouraged to push themselves to incorporate new vocabulary and structures in their independent writing in order to be successful authors.  
 
Handwriting, spelling and the use of appropriate grammatical structures are vital tools in order to enable to children to become effective communicators.  We encourage all children to aim high in acquiring these skills, signposting the link between these and their writing development.
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