
St Nicholas C of E Primary School 

History Curriculum Intent Statement
Aim high, be courageous, show love and kindness
Learning at St Nicholas Primary School starts with the child. Every child and member of our school community is welcomed and valued as a unique individual, supported and empowered to flourish by our caring, inclusive and engaging ethos and curriculum. 
Our vision is that children will aim high, be courageous and show love and kindness.
“Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong. Let all that you do be done in love “
(1 Cor 16:13-14)
Intent
We believe, that the study of history should inspire children’s curiosity, involve engaging pupils in investigating questions about people and events in the past, in order to enable them to better understand their lives today and for a future as more informed and enlightened citizens.  Working as historians, pupils also develop a wide range of critical thinking skills, which enable them to distinguish between ‘fact’ and subjectivity when it comes to reaching conclusions and making judgements about the past whilst gaining a sense of their own identity within a social, political and cultural background.  With this in mind, we have established a school curriculum plan for history as an entitlement for all pupils that is:

· Aspirational - in terms of instilling in our pupils, a desire to achieve the highest levels of success through providing them with the opportunities to excel in terms of their acquisition of long lasting knowledge and understanding and mastery of core historical skills.  Our schemes of work schemes of work define clearly what the pupils will know, understand and be able to do;
· Logical, and broad and balanced - in terms of the areas of subject content we have selected, which reflect the guidance and the demands of the National Curriculum.  For example we have ensured that content includes representative investigations of British history spanning the period from the Stone Age to the Norman invasion of 1066 as well as enquiries focusing on the achievements of ancient civilizations such as the Maya, the Egyptians and Ancient Greece;
· Chronologically sequenced as pupils progress through the school, which allows them opportunities to evaluate both change and progress from one historical period to another and to build on previous knowledge and understanding as they tackle more complex and demanding enquiries;
· Relevant - in terms of the careful consideration that has been given to the selection of historical enquiries that extend the knowledge and understanding of pupils beyond 1066 e.g. evaluating the significance of the Battle of Britain;
· Progressively more challenging from Year 1 to Year 6, both in terms of the complexity of the subject knowledge we want our pupils to acquire and also the critical thinking skills we support them to utilise, to ensure they understand the significance of that knowledge; 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Built upon and has continuity with the provision for history established in the Early Years Foundation Stage and in particular that which addresses the knowledge and skills expectations of the Past and Present Early Learning Goal. 
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