
We forget how it feels to have to 

sound every word out.

Have a go at reading this to help you remember!

dluohs olaffurG on taht dias olaffurG ehT

.doow krad peed eht ni toof tes reve

“?ton yhw, ton yhW”

.”uoy refta eb lliw esuom dab gib eht od uoy fi esuaceB”



Getting all children to 
read well, quickly.
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What are we going to cover? 

• What is Phonics?
• What is Essential Letters and Sounds?
• How we teach phonics and terminology used
• Getting children ready to read
• Supporting your child with reading at home
• Pronouncing pure sounds
• Using the letter formations and spelling sequence to 

support writing at home



© Oxford University Press 2021

What is Phonics?
The ability to read and write well is a vital skill for all children, paving the 

way for an enjoyable and successful school experience.

A method of teaching beginners to read and pronounce 
words by learning to associate letters or letter groups with 
the sounds they represent.

There are 44 main sounds in the English Language. Each 
sound is represented by a grapheme (the written 
representation of a sound).
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Phonics Consists of:

Identifying sounds in spoken words

Recognising the common spellings of each sound

Blending sounds into words for reading

Segmenting words into sounds for spelling
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Definitions

A Phoneme

This is the smallest unit of sound in a word.

How many phonemes can you hear in cat / clown
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A grapheme

These are the letters that 
represent the phoneme.

ow ou

Definitions 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.classicveedub.com.au/images/SpareParts/garage_tools/cartoon_eyes.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.classicveedub.com.au/SpareParts/Parts_Results_Tools.asp&h=177&w=177&sz=6&hl=en&start=5&usg=__zZ893Sfg4s5n4QJ0Iss0CimOX08=&tbnid=PiHLF2Oc6Y1-JM:&tbnh=101&tbnw=101&prev=/images?q=cartoon+eyes&gbv=2&ndsp=18&hl=en&sa=X
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A phoneme you hear

A grapheme you see

A word always has the same number of phonemes and 
graphemes!

Definitions 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.mccullagh.org/db9/1ds2-2/ear-closeup.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.mccullagh.org/image/1ds2-2/ear-closeup.html&h=768&w=512&sz=108&hl=en&start=3&usg=__p3Vh2JsG9gwPWcGwFFekP0MxoDM=&tbnid=5Cea8Luq7vUqiM:&tbnh=142&tbnw=95&prev=/images?q=ear&gbv=2&hl=en
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.classicveedub.com.au/images/SpareParts/garage_tools/cartoon_eyes.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.classicveedub.com.au/SpareParts/Parts_Results_Tools.asp&h=177&w=177&sz=6&hl=en&start=5&usg=__zZ893Sfg4s5n4QJ0Iss0CimOX08=&tbnid=PiHLF2Oc6Y1-JM:&tbnh=101&tbnw=101&prev=/images?q=cartoon+eyes&gbv=2&ndsp=18&hl=en&sa=X
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Definitions 

A digraph is a single sound made up of two letters 

ai - snail

ay - play
A split digraph is two letters split that make one

sound.

a-e – plane
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Definitions 

A trigraph is a single sound made up 

of three letters.

air     chair

are    share

igh light

ear    fear
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What is ELS? 

Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS) is our chosen 
phonics programme

Children will experience the joy of books and language 
whilst rapidly acquiring the skills they need to become 
fluent independent readers and writers. 

Phonics is used right through the school, with full 
lessons in Reception, Year 1 and some of Year 2.
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How do we teach phonics? 
• We teach phonics every single day right  from the start 

of Reception.

• Lessons are supported by:
Whiteboard presentations
Flashcards
Workbooks 
Reading books

• In every lesson children make a direct application to 
reading, focusing on the sounds taught that day as well 
as previously taught sounds.
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How do we teach phonics? 

• We use a simple, consistent approach to  teaching 
phonics.  This helps make the link between the spoken 
sounds of our language and the written version of that 
sound.

• We have mnemonics and rhymes to support learning and 
recall.
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How do we teach phonics? 

Lessons are broken down into different sections

Review – Where we go over previously taught sounds and 
‘Harder to Read and Spell Words’

Teach – Where we introduce the new phoneme and 
corresponding grapheme

Practise – Where we practise reading words containing the 
new sound.

Apply – Where we read sentences containing the new 
sound and previously taught ones.
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How do we teach phonics? 
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How do we teach phonics? 



© Oxford University Press 2021

How do we teach phonics? 
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How to say the sounds

▪Saying the sounds correctly with your child is extremely 

important 

▪The way we say sounds may well be different from when 

you were at school 

▪We say the shortest form of the sounds

For example m, n, t, r   

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-

oxford-levels/essential-letters-and-sounds/

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/essential-letters-and-sounds/
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Blending

Recognising the letter sounds in a written word, 

for example

c-u-p       sh-ou-t

and merging or ‘blending’ them in the order in 

which they are written to pronounce the word 

‘cup’ or ‘shout’
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Segmenting

The opposite of blending

Identifying the individual sounds in a spoken word 

(e.g. h-i-m , s-t-or-k) and writing down letters for 

each sound (phoneme) to form the word him and 

stork.
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Using phonemes to spell

When spelling the children have to try to use the correct 

grapheme for the phoneme they can hear in the word.  This 

can be quite difficult!

slide cake green

slighd caik grean

slied cayk grene

clide kake greyn
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ELS Progression
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ELS Progression
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Phonics screening check

The phonics screening check will be taken individually by all children in 

Year 1 in England in June 2024.

It is designed to give you information on how your child is progressing in 

phonics. 

It will help to identify whether your child needs additional support at this 

stage so that they do not fall behind in this vital early reading skill.
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What is in the phonics screening check?

There are two sections in the 40-word check and it will assess 

phonics skills and knowledge learned through Reception and Year 1.

They will probably do the check in one sitting of about 5-10 minutes.

We will make it as low-key as possible – the children will not be 

informed it’s a “test” 



© Oxford University Press 2021

Is there a pass mark?

The check is not about really about passing or failing but is checking that 

appropriate progress is being made. 

You will receive a letter with your child’s report informing you how your child 

performed in the test and if they met the required standard.   If they didn’t, 

further support will be given in Year 2 and into Key Stage 2.

Children progress at different speeds so not reaching the threshold score 

does not necessarily mean there is a serious problem. Some children do not 

need to use phonics to help them read and sometimes good readers do not 

pass the phonics screening check.
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Supporting your child with reading at home

• Only 1 in 3 children are read a bedtime story night

• Reading a bedtime story every night to your child improves 
their outcomes

• Alongside being read to, we would like the children to read at 
least 3 times a week at home.  
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Supporting your child with reading at home

• Children should only read from books that are entirely decodable.  
• Your child should be able to read their book confidently. We want 

them to practise reading their book 3-4 times across the week 
working on these skills:

decode
fluency
expression

• By reading the same words many times it helps secure children’s 
sound knowledge and develop fluency.

• On the final read ask your child questions about the story, in order 
to develop their comprehension skills.
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Supporting your child with writing at home

You can use the spelling sequence with your children at home 
to support them with their writing.
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What steps should children go through 
when trying to spell an unfamiliar word?

Whisper the word

Stretch the word

Robot arms

Blend the sounds 

Count the sounds in the word

Say the word

When writing a sentence, we will say the sentence several times out 
loud, before writing it.
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REMEMBER:  Phonics is not the only thing 

needed to become a fluent reader.

Please continue to read with your child each night and 

encourage them to:

•Sound out

•Re-read to check it makes sense.

•Use pictures for clues.

•Ask questions about the book.

And most importantly ENJOY READING!
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Questions


