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Thig guide ig degigned to help you to understand a little more
about the progress of writing your child will follow during their
time at St Oswalds. [t provides practical guidance on how you

can support your child at home.

In 2014 the Government changed the way in which echoolg :
aeeeqq children. We no longer uge levele and now aggegq the
children ag working at Age Related expectationg. Children will
now be aggesced ag working at a level that i expected for their
age group, emerging or exceeding for their age group.

\I ’/! Writing ig just not easy ~ and some children find it
a chore rather than fun. Some children will happily
write for pure pleasure, and others have to be forced
or bribed to do even three lineg of writing! How can
you make writing geem a bit more attractive.

Follow your child’s interests — Does your child like
football, cars, designing their own clothes or playing

with dolle? Whatever their interegte there are good
opportunitieg for writing. Perhapg a lockable football
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diary for writing match fixtureg and a few private
thoughte on each match ag played. Uge posteards or
fancy writing paper for writing a short meggage to
granny — and make sure ghe writee STRAIGHT
0| back! Provide post-it notes and encourage them to

write meggages 1o everyone — even the cat!

Talk comes firgt ~ the gtandard of children’s
writing at school is not only how they form letters
\I U | and handwrite. They mugt be able to expresg their
ideag clearly. Can they put thoughte in order and

discuse what they want to gay? All of thege

depend on gpeaking. So talk to your child,
encourage them to express themgelveg, ligten and
regpond to their ideas.

[T ALL HELPS!

GOLDEN RULES
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v DO offer plenty of praige. Writing takeg
practice and pergeverance, both of which are
hard if you are feeling digcouraged. Think of

\ | nice thingg to say ~ ‘[ love the way you've put
v that” it'e brilliant’” NOT | wigh you would leave
gpaces between your wordg’

X~ DONT bribe 4 child to write (or read). When
degperate to get a child o do their homework, a
\I U | good bribe can seem like a simple angwer, but the
problem with bribery ig that it gives entirely the
wrong megeages. Writing and reading are not thingg
we ghould be bribed to do! We do them because
they bring their own rewards ~ honestly!

v DO allow different formg of writing. Writing
emaile, typing mesgageg or posting stuff on a
blog are all perfectly good ways for children to

expregg themgelveg in written form.




X -DON’T get obgessed with gpelling
The main criteria for a healthy piece of writing ie
that

- We can read it

- [t ie well expresced
- [ fulfile ite purpoge ~i.e. if it ig a thank you letter
to granny, it saye thank you.

Writing at home

/ KEY QTAGE |

*Encourage writing in play and what they do for
example:
*Lists for shopping, record the regults for their
favourite gporte team

*Engage with their writing through:

* aaying what you liked in it
*  Acking where their ideag have come from
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Acking them to show you where a gentence
beging and ends.

* Help them to organige and sequence their writing

v by agking them to talk about their ideag or to

draw a gequence of simple pictures to ghow how

the main eventg in a gtory might be organised

* Play word-building games to develop degcriptive
J / vocabulary euch ag Boggle, Serabble, Guess
Who, ‘What am [?” (one pergon thinke of
comething to degcribe.
* They give clueg by degcribing it, without gaying
ite name. Other players have to guese what it ig
with ag few clues ag pogsible.)

* Create qilly gentenceg or tonque twigterg uging
alliteration (a group of wordg that all begin with
the game gound) e.g. Sad Sid glipped on Sam’e
salad sandwich.
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*Encourage your child to rehearge their sentence
out loud before they write it down.

* Aleo encourage children to punctuate their
gentenceg with a full-stop and capital letter.
Celebrate what the writing eays firet of all rather t
than focuging on errorg. \

*[f a tricky word hag been uged in an interegting
way, thie should be praised even if it i gpelled
wrongly. Remember, it i difficult to get j
everything right when you are learning!

*Let children write part of shopping liste and then
let them be regpongible for carrying the ligt and [k
finding certain iteme.

* After making a cake, doing a craft activity or
playing a game, challenge children to write “
ingtructiong for someone elge to follow.

* Make up fun wayg to remember how to gpell
difficult words e.g. Big Elephants Can Always m
Understand Small Elephante = becauge, what hag
a hat, when hag.a hen. )

i %@ 1

SMIQBOA 2 Copynght 2007, SpardeBox Teache! Resources [waw sparklebox ¢o uk)



- €
’ “)

*Play ‘1 Spy” and ‘Hangman’ which encourage uge
of gounds and gpellings.
* Encourage your child to learn weekly spellings
| | and phonic group gpellings. Write the gpelling in
L gentenceg
with aceurate punctuation and practige high
frequency wordge and handwriting.
* Algo engure your child completes homework on
time, take an interest in what they are doing, and

\I U | praige effort.

Confident Writers

* Help your child write a letter to their favourite

author. Details can be found on the internet.
* Ag with early writere be aware of occagiong
when children can be involved in writing -
shopping lists, cardg, phone meggages, notes to
friendg, invitationg to family occagiong, emailing
friends, blogging, texting (be aware of e-gafety).
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* Write information pages or booklete about a
hobby or gomething they find interesting e.g.
dinogaur, clags topics, sports gtarg etc.

U lllugtrate and label. Encourage uge of paragraphs
v for blocke of information.
* Write posteards from holidays and record holiday
events in a diary that can be ghared with friends
or family.

*Provide your child with a comfortable place to
work and exciting writing materiale. A dictionary
or gpell check on a computer would also be
useful.

* Let your child gee you being a model writer but
aleo let them gee that you are not perfect!

* Checking, making changes and editing what you
write are a natural part of writing.

* After your child hag produced written homework
agk them fo proof read their work for accuracy.
After they have done thig, have a ook at the

pleoe yourself,
qL_\ —Q
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* Ack your child what hie/her writing targete are
from time 1o time and help them work m
apecifically on thege. -
*  Read booke to, and with, them that are at 3
higher level than their own reading to expose (
them to ambitioug vocabulary and complex
gentence gtructure

*Encouraging Reluctant Writerg

*[f your child hag barriere towardg writing, or low
self egteem ag a writer, praiging and valuing your
child’s writing ig very important. Your child may [k
need support when they write and may need you
to talk through their ideag first and help with

* compoging and structure. Young children offen “
need help with ideag to write their news on a
Monday morning.

*Help your child go over problem gpellinge. [t ig m
extremely frustrating for children to have to

baHle with gp%and ha dwrl’rmg when they
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want to get their ideag down on paper. Knowing
high frequency gpellings will aid the flow of

writing and enable the uge of a vocabulary rich
language. (Congider being trapped into writing
big” when you really wanted to write ‘enormoug’).
Encourage children to eound out and have a go
at more tricky words or give them the gpellings.

Remember that writing doeg not have to be lengthy
U ] or boring!

Writing for real purposes ig more meaningful and
rewarding for children and createg a fun and

interegting way for children to develop their writing
akille.

BASIC WRITING SKILLS
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YEAR [ —uging ‘and’. Thig gentence ugeg the

word ‘and to extend the gentence 2o more
information/detail can be given
\ , EXAMPLE - The boy played with his toy car and
v had lote of fun.

YEAR [ - questions
Thig sentence includes a question mark to indicate a
quegtion

\I U / EXAMPLE - Where are you going?

PLUS - application of phonics, using finger spaces,
capital letterg and full stopg, exclamation marks
within writing

YEAR 2 - using adjectives
Thig gentence hag two adjectives which are placed
before the firgt noun in the gentence
EXAMPLE - [t wag an old, ereepy house with 4
1 garden




The man wore an oversized, dirty rain jacket.

YEAR 2 - BUT or BECAUSE
Thig ig g gentence that includes BUT or BECAUSE.
[t extends the gentence go more information/detail
can be given.
EXAMPLE - [ wanted to but the sweets because |
wag hungry.

J / PLUS - applying the correct gpeliing pattern,

curgive writing,

Developing good handwriting
techniques

Why is it important that my child has a good
pencil/pen grip?
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Children are taught to develop a fluent and
congigtent etyle of handwriting. We engure that

children have regular opportunities to practise holding
their pencil/pen correctly and to develop letter

‘0 | formation (year 1) and joing between letters (year 2),
in order that they can develpp their own individual
fluent style of handwriting.

The way a child gripg the pencil/pen will affect the
\I U / quality, epeed and flow of their handwriting and it ie
very important that every child ig able to write nearly
and legibly.

What is the correet technique for holding a

pencil/pen correctly?

If you have difficulty reading your child’e
handuwriting, the following stepe can be taught to




engure the 3 finger grip i uged for holding a pen or

pencil correctly:

* The pen or pencil should be help with the middle
finger regting underneath the pencil and the firgt
finger and thumb on top — thig is called a “tripod
grip” (gee picture below)

* The pen or pencil should be held about one to
three centimetreg from the writing tip, <o that
there ig control over ite movement.

* The grip should be relaxed, without presging too
hard on the page

* [deally, your child should be gitting upright, not
hunched over paper. [t ig also helpful to angle the
piece of paper to the right or left, depending on
which hand your child ie uging.

* The hand ghould be holding the pencil at an angle
of about 60 de




* The ‘non writing” hand should be uged to hold the

“Tripod Grip

- Tall Finger (side)
- Thumb (pad)
- Pointing Finger (Tip)

1
2
3
All fingers are slightly bent.

paper still, ot the writing arm ig free to move.

Pleage note that thege steps are only a suggested guide. [ your
J + child hag already ectablished their own neat etyle of handwriting

/ uging their preferred pen grip, there ig no need for them to make
any changeg.

What if my child is left handed?

[t your child ig left handed they may require a little
extra qupport to develop the techniques needed to
compengate for the fact that they mugt pugh rather
than pull it (like a right handed pergon) Also, if the
hand covers what hag been written the left-handed

p more frequently fo reyiew the
A - T
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content of what they have written, whereag a right
handed writer can maintain the flow of writing whilat
reviewing what hag been written.
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