
 

 

St Patrick’s RC Primary School 

 

Information about Special  

Educational Needs and 

Disabilities  

 

A guide for Parents & Carers 

 



  

 

Our School SENCO:   

Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator  
  

Miss Brown 

  

 01642 580850 

 St.patricksfairfield@sbcschools.org.uk  

  

Our SEND Governor:  

  

Mr Wilson 
  

If you would like any independent support or advice about any aspect of your child’s  

Special Educational Needs please contact the  

Stockton SENDiass  01642 527158 

  

You will find a lot of information on the school website. Look for the SEND information  

Report   
  

You can also find information on the Families Information Service about the Local  

Offer.  
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A special educational need can be a number of different things. For example, your 

child may be having problems with communication, memory, reading, maths or a 

social or emotional issue, which school can help by putting extra support in place 

and by working in partners with yourself. It may also be due to a disability or 

sensory impairment.  For some children this may be a temporary difficulty, while 

others may have a long term need for special help.  

  

Types of special educational needs fall into four broad categories which are:  

  

 Communication and interaction  

 Cognition and learning  

 Social, emotional and mental health difficulties  

 Sensory and/or physical needs  

  

Some children have some difficult in some areas of school work or make slower 

progress at some time in their school life. This does not necessarily mean they 

have a special educational need.  

  

What are Special  

Educational  

Needs?  
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How do schools help 

children with Special 

Educational Needs?  

Children learn and develop in different ways. Teachers recognise this and use 

different teaching styles, resources and plan different levels of work in the 

classroom to cater for the various ways children learn. This is called Quality First 

Teaching and is something schools must provide for all children.  However, 

children, at some time in their school life, need extra help.  

  

Because of this, schools must:  

  

 Talk to parents/carers if they think their child has a special educational need 

and let them know what special help the school is giving  

 Appoint a member of staff as the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator 

(SENCO)  

 Publish a SEND Information Report on the website  

 Have a written Special Educational Needs and Disabilities policy – a copy should 

be made available for parents  

 Take account of the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Code of 

Practice. This is advice given to schools by the government which outlines what 

schools should do to support pupils with SEND and gives recommendations for 

good practice  

 Take account of their duties under the Equality Act 2010  

Schools recognise that you, as your child’s parent/carer, are the 

expert on them and will involve you every step of the way.  
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SENCO = Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator  

(this must be a qualified teacher)  
  

If your child has Special Educational Needs the SENCO 

should:  

  

 Ensure the right support is put in place for your child  

 Advise other teachers on how to help your child  

 Arrange training for staff so they understand your child’s needs  

 Work closely with you on a regular basis to talk with you about  

your child’s needs and listen to any ideas or concerns you might 

have  

 Work with other professionals (if necessary) who may be able to  

help your child, e.g. speech and language therapist /medical 

professional/ educational psychologist  

 

What does the  

SENCO do?  
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How are Special  

  

The first person to identify that a child has special educational needs may be:  

 Yourself, as parent or carer  

 The class teacher  

 A health visitor  

 Another medical professional  
  

If it seems that your child may have special educational needs, your child’s 

class teacher or the Special Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) will assess:  

 What your child is good at and what they need help with  

 What your child would benefit from learning  

 How best to help your child learn  
  

Information about your child’s outcomes and any extra support they receive at 

school may be recorded on a Short Note, Support Plan or they may undergo 

statutory assessment to assess whether they may need an Education Health 

and Care Plan ( EHCP)   

Children with a Support Plan or an EHCP will be placed on the school’s special 

educational needs register.   
  

The level of support received may change throughout their time at school.  School 

staff will speak to you if they think this should happen and will ask you for your 

opinion about this.  
  

Educational 

Needs identified? 
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SEND support plans are recommended for pupils with more complex needs. The plan 

should be produced by the SENCO in partnership with the child/young person and their 

parents/carers. It will include the joint outcomes that pupils want to achieve and the 

support needed to meet these goals. There are long and short Support Plans depending 

on your child’s needs.  
  

The Support Plan will include:  

  

 Short term , measurable, outcomes for your child which are linked to 

their needs  

 Details of any extra support your child will get e.g group work, Lexia   

 Details of any external support your child will get e.g Speech and 

Language Therapy  

 Who will give your child help  

 How often your child will get help  

 How and when the school will look at your child’s progress again   

 You will be asked to contribute to a Support Plan and attend termly 

reviews along with any external specialists involved  

    
  

  

What is 
  
a 
  

Support Plan?  
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