X Religious Education Curriculum X

Intent

At St Paul’s our mission through Religious Education is to give each individual child the opportunity to experience celebration,
prayer and time for personal reflection. Our teaching enables pupils to acquire knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs,
attitudes, practices and rituals. We develop knowledge and understanding of the Catholic faith, its relevance to the ultimate
questions of life, the skills required to engage in religious thinking and the application of key theological ideas to life. RE is a
collaborative subject which respects each child’s own inner spiritual self, allowing for self-exploration and the opportunity to develop
their own beliefs and values.

Religious Education is as academically respected as other core curriculum areas. Within the classroom, teachers use a variety of
styles and strategies, to reinforce the Christian message we as a Catholic school uphold ‘In Him we live and move and have our
being.’

Implementation

At St. Paul’s, we use the ‘Come and See’ programme of Religious Education which is recommended by the Diocese of Newcastle
and Hexham, from Early Years through to Year 6.

The aim of the ‘Come and See’ programme is to develop our children’s religious growth and to explore the religious dimension of
questions about life, dignity and purpose within the Catholic tradition. Links are made with the teaching of the Church, pupils’ own
experiences and universal experience. The children will explore the beliefs, values and way of life of the Catholic tradition and
other faith traditions.

Children of other faiths are actively encouraged to share their faith. We have relevant books, artefact packs and images which are
used throughout the school in our study of other faiths in accordance with the Come and See scheme.



We do not look at other faiths in comparison to Catholicism, but rather in terms of what practising the other World Faiths looks like
for believers. Understanding, respect and tolerance are key elements to our programme of study.

In regard to the ‘Come and See’ programme, each term pupils’ study three topics, each lasting four weeks following a common
theme across the school. As the children move through school this theme is developed further, appropriate to the pupils’ age and

stage of learning.
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The structure of the 4 week topic consists of:




Explore (1 Week)

Introduces the topic

The children’s life experience is explored

The questions raised are wondered at, shared, investigated and their significance reflected upon
Focus on Engagement and Response (learning from)

Reveal (2 Weeks)

e Heart of the programme

¢ Knowledge and understanding of the Catholic faith revealed through Scripture, Tradition, doctrine, prayers, rites and
Christian living

e Focus on Knowledge and Understanding (learning about), Engagement and Response (learning from) and Analysis and
Reflection.

Respond (1 Week)

e Learning is remembered, celebrated and responded to in daily life

Other Religions and Worldviews:

Other World Religions and Worldviews studied in St Paul’'s are Judaism and Islam. This learning follows the teaching sequence
of look, discover, respect.

Judaism is taught in the Autumn Term. Below is the curriculum overview:

Age Group Theme Topic Look Discover Respect
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Islam is taught in the Summer Term. Below is the curriculum overview:
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Impact




We believe our children will

e Receive a broad and balanced curriculum, relevant to our school community.

e Be encouraged to develop a sense to self-worth and self-esteem.

¢ Voice their opinions with confidence, appreciating other points of view.

e Learn to work both independently and as part of a group, ensuring skills and resilience and developed within this subject
area.

e Be enthused and engaged in the wide variety of activities.

e Develop awareness of the faith and traditions of other religious communities in order to respect and understand them.

¢ Relate the knowledge gained through Religious Education to their understanding of other subjects in the curriculum.

e Be well placed to make good progress at Key Stage 3.
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