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St. Peter’s History Policy September 2025-2027
Introduction:
St. Peter’s Primary School believes that History makes a valuable and distinctive contribution to pupils’ education. Learning about the past and the methods used to study sources, and draw conclusions, helps pupils understand and contribute to the world in which they live. Our History curriculum aims to stimulate children’s interests and understanding about the life of people who lived in the past, and events that took place, fostering curiosity and developing enquiry about the world in which we live.
We teach children a sense of time, sequence and chronology. Through this, they develop an awareness of identity, as well as social and cultural understanding, based on historical heritage and traditions - both in Britain and the wider world. Our History Curriculum allows children to explore the diversity of human experiences and different social, political and economic relationships over time. By considering how people lived in the past, they are able to develop their understanding of the world today, using this knowledge to inform their own choices, attitudes and values. We teach children an awareness of how historical events have influenced our lives and encourage them to investigate these past events further - developing the skills of enquiry, analysis, interpretation and problem solving along the way.
Intent and Progression:
At St. Peter’s Primary School, we want our children to leave us with enthusiastic and enquiring minds, ready to explore the world, make new discoveries and have the resilience to use their understanding of the past to help to navigate their future. By equipping them with wide experiences and knowledge, we wish for our children to move through their journey with confidence, showing respect and kindness to others, from all heritages and cultures. 
 By the end of EYFS, pupils will be able to: 
• recognise and describe a special time or event. 
• develop their understanding of the world around them
• speculate why things happen and give explanations about simple cause and effect. 
• identify and describe some similarities and differences if they can 
• observe and describe how things have changed or stayed the same in their lives 
• sequence some events using language relating to time 

By the end of Key Stage 1, pupils will be able to: 
• develop an awareness of the past and know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework, using common words and vocabulary linked with time
• make comparisons by identifying similarities and differences between life in different historical periods 
• show an understanding of how we know about the past 
• describe changes in living memory using historical vocabulary 
• recall some significant people from history and events beyond living memory
• ask and answer questions when exploring key events 
• talk about significant historical events, people or places in their locality

By the end of Key Stage 2, pupils will be able to: 
• develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, noting connections, contrasts and trends over time 
• use the appropriate historical vocabulary to describe change, cause, similarity and difference when discussing significant historical periods, events or people 
• understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources • construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of historical information Contribution of history to teaching in other curriculum areas

Children should develop knowledge and learn about:
· Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 
· The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 
· Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots
· The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England 
· A local history study 
· A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066, Victorians or Britain since 1930’s 
· The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 
· A study of Ancient Greece 
· A non-European society that contrasts with British history – Mayan Civilisation

Implementation:
History at St Peter’s is taught through a bespoke, carefully designed progression document which breaks the learning into small incremental sequences. Children’s knowledge and skills are built upon in carefully sequenced steps. History is to be taught for a minimum of 60 minutes per week if being taught weekly. If being blocked or taught half termly, teachers are to ensure that the amount of Geography being taught is equivalent to a minimum of 6 hours. This allows them to achieve depth in their learning. Historical vocabulary is present throughout our teaching. Staff take care to make sure there are carefully planned links between subjects. Lessons and units are designed from a variety of high-quality resources to support the teaching of our curriculum. 
In the foundation stage, understanding the world is shown on medium term planning through age related/appropriate activities. This aspect of the curriculum is also covered through the children’s own learning and in the moment/responsive planning. We plan the activities in History so that they build upon the prior learning of the children. We give children of all abilities the opportunity to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding and we ensure that the children are increasingly challenged as they move through the school. Opportunities are also made for school trips to build on prior learning and provide a chance for new experiences. 
Enrichment and Cultural Capital:
We aim to enrich History and further enhance the cultural capital for each child by using a wide variety of resources, different teaching and learning styles and interesting, active experiences during our History curriculum. Developing each child’s knowledge and understanding of the world is vital and we believe that these are best developed when we allow children to:
· handle real artefacts and studying photographs
· take part in trips that expand their experiences
· Visitors talk about personal experiences of the past   
· They listen to and interact with stories from the past  
· They undertake fieldwork by interviewing family and older friends about changes in their own and other people’s lives  
· They use drama and dance to act out historical events   
· They are shown, or use independently, resources from the internet, CD ROMs and videos   
· They are able to use non-fiction books for research   
· They are provided with opportunities to work independently or collaboratively, to ask as well as answer historical questions.   

Inclusion: 
At our school, we teach History to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. Through our History teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make good progress, considering cognitive challenge which is demonstrated within each lesson, as well as how learners will be supported in line with the school’s commitment to inclusion. We strive to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those with disabilities, those who are higher level thinkers, and those learning English as an additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this. We believe that the curriculum should be accessible to all children. This is made possible through the use of strategies such as: scaffolded support, small group work, use of Knowledge Organisers and word banks or extra time to complete their work. 

Impact:
By the time our children leave us, we want them:
• To instil in the children a curiosity and understanding of events, places and people in a variety of times and environments. 
• To develop an interest in the past and an appreciation of human achievements and aspirations. 
• To understand the values of our society. 
• To learn about the major issues and events in the history of our own country and of the world and how these events may have influenced one another. 
• To develop a knowledge of chronology within which the children can organise understanding of the past. 
• To understand how the past was different from the present and that people of other times and places may have had different values and attitudes from ours. 
• To understand the nature of evidence by emphasising the process of enquiry and by developing the range of skills required to interpret primary and secondary source materials. 
• To distinguish between historical facts and the interpretation of those facts. 
• To understand that events have a multiplicity of causes and that historical explanation is provisional, debatable and sometimes controversial.

Assessment:
Teachers will assess children’s work using formative assessment. At St Peter’s, all lessons begin with a recall session. This recall might be from a previous lesson in the unit being studied or from a previous year group. This method allows children the opportunity to constantly revisit learning. A variety of formative assessment methods are used including quizzes, matching vocabulary to definitions, locating the answer to the question and use of some Knowledge Organisers. The aim of this is to consolidate and embed knowledge, skills and vocabulary. Feedback is given to the children as soon as possible, and marking work is guided by the school's marking policy. We teach our lessons based on 5 key questions, these questions are assessed at the end of the lesson to ensure that learning has been met.
 
Role of the History Co-ordinator 
The History co-ordinator leads the maintenance and development of the subject.  
They are responsible for assuring quality and standards in the subject by: 
· Taking the lead in the development, evaluation and amendment of schemes of work as and when necessary. 
· Identifying training needs of staff through monitoring and performance management review. 
· Acting as a consultant to colleagues on resources, fieldwork possibilities, curriculum changes, classroom teaching ideas. 
· Monitoring and evaluating pupils’ work, colleagues’ planning and classroom teaching. 
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