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Music Policy 2025-2028
At St Peter’s Primary School our aim is to develop a love and appreciation for a wide variety of musical genres where pupils have the confidence and knowledge to listen and appraise, compose and perform music. Music is an integral part of our everyday lives and can be heard in every classroom, our reception area and during assemblies in our school hall- creating a calming and stimulating environment for both pupils and staff. 
Intent:
We aim to help all pupils to understand the value and importance of music in the wider community and to ensure that they can use their musical skills, knowledge and experiences to involve themselves in music in a variety of contexts. Furthermore, we aim to enable our pupils to develop the confidence to compose and perform music using their voices and a variety of untuned and tuned instruments.
Curriculum Implementation: 
All members of staff of are committed to teach music using the ‘Charanga’ scheme of work (alongside our Long-Term plan). During our Music lessons (referred to as ‘steps’ on ‘Charanga’), pupils develop skills to listen, appraise, perform and improvise by focusing each unit on a specific genre/historical period of music. Pupils will be taught to describe key characteristics and associated processes in common language, as well as understand and use technical terminology and specialist vocabulary. Pupils will undertake independent work and will have the opportunity to work in groups and discuss and evaluate their own and others’ performances. Lessons focus on a wide range of musical skills and understanding, including the following:
•	Singing in tune and alongside others
•	Structure and organisation of music
•	Appreciating different forms of music
•	Listening to music, progressing to extended pieces of music as pupils move through year groups
•	Representing feelings and emotions through music
•	Recognising pulse and pitch
•	Using the voices of others to combine and make different sounds
•	Musical notation and how to compose music

The classroom teacher, in collaboration with the subject leader, will ensure that the needs of all pupils are met by:
•	Setting tasks which can have a variety of responses. 
•	Providing resources of differing complexity, according to the ability of the pupils.
•	Setting tasks of varying difficulty, depending on the ability group. 
•	Utilising teaching assistants to ensure that pupils are effectively supported. 
Focus is put on the development of a deep structural knowledge and the ability to make connections, with the aim of ensuring that what is learnt is sustained over time.
In EYFS our children are taught to: 
•	Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs 
•	Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others
•	Try to move in time with music, when appropriate
In KS1 our children are taught to: 
•	Be able to use their voices expressively by singing songs, chants and rhymes 
•	Play untuned and tuned instruments musically 
•	Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high quality live and recorded music
•	Can experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using interrelated dimensions of music
In KS2 our children are taught to:
•	Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts using their voices and playing instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency control and expression
•	Improvise and compose music for a rage of purposes using the inter-related dimension of music 
•	Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 
•	Use and understand staff and other musical notations
•	Appreciate and understand a wide range of high quality recorded and live music drawn from different traditions and great composers and musicians 
•	Develop an understanding of the history of music
Enrichment and Cultural Capital
All pupils will be encouraged to participate in additional musical opportunities to enhance their learning and development.
•	Singing Assembly – every Tuesday all children participate during Singing Assembly to develop a confidence and simple voice techniques when singing a variety of songs from many musical genres.
•	‘Musician Of the Month’- during every assembly our ‘musician of the month ‘display will be highlighted and discussed with the children by questioning. The children will listen and appraise a variety of pieces/songs composed by our musician of the month. 
•	An annual Expressive Arts Week will promote and celebrate The Arts including Music. 
•	The school choir will meet on a weekly basis to allow pupils to enjoy singing together. The school choir will also perform in public on occasions throughout the year both within school and within our local community.
•	The school will provide an appropriate space and equipment for pupils to practice their instruments, ensuring that time slots to use the space are allocated fairly. 
•	Private tuition to play musical instruments
•	Steel Pan tuition for Y5/6 in the Summer Term with a visiting musician
•	Pupils in Year 5 and 6 will take part in the annual ‘Young Voices’ celebration of singing in Birmingham.
•	KS1 and Nursery perform an yearly Musical Nativity Performance
•	We visit our local church (at Harvest, Christmas, Easter) and enjoy singing and making music together.
Inclusion:
At our school, we teach Music to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. Through our teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make good progress, considering cognitive challenge, which is demonstrated within each lesson, as well as how learners will be supported in line with the school’s commitment to inclusion. We strive to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those with disabilities, those who are higher level thinkers, and those learning English as an additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this. We believe that the curriculum should be accessible to all children. This is made possible using strategies such as: scaffolded support, small group work and word banks or extra time to complete their work.
Impact:
 At the end of each unit, teachers will plan assessment opportunities (following our school’s assessment policy) to gauge whether pupils have achieved the key learning objectives. Teacher assessment will be in will be undertaken in various forms, including the following:
•	Verbally asking questions to gauge children’s musical understanding (5 questions on Medium Term Planning documents- teachers to record percentages of pupils WT and GD)
•	Teacher assessment of recorded performances beginning of unit/ end of unit to assess progress
•	Teacher assessment of pupil’s understanding/ knowledge of musical staff and notation (written evidence-KS2 only)
The subject leader is responsible for the management and maintenance of musical resources, as well as for liaising with the school business manager to purchase further resources. Musical resources will be stored in The Acorns Resources Room on a labelled trolley, including books, instruments, CDs, music stands and sheet music. The school library contains an array of resources and topic books to support pupils’ research and DVDs and CDs are available allowing pupils to listen to a wide range of music. Display walls will be utilised and updated on a termly basis, in accordance with the area of music being taught at the time. Musical equipment and resources will be easily accessible to pupils during lessons.  The subject leader will undertake an audit of musical equipment and resources on an annual basis 
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