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Geography Policy

Intent:
Geography is, by nature, an investigative subject, which develops an understanding of concepts, knowledge and skills. We seek to inspire in children a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people which will remain with them for the rest of their lives; to promote the children’s interest and understanding of diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. We achieve this by ensuring that students are exposed to quality first teaching, investigating and high-quality fieldwork as well as links with other schools to strengthen their cultural understanding.
At St Peter’s, we aspire for each individual to become life-long, ambitious learners equipped with a curiosity and resilience to discover and work out future challenges. We believe that high quality Geography teaching offers our children the foundations for a greater understanding and knowledge of the world, as well as their place in it. The Geography curriculum at St Peter’s is designed to be progressive; knowledge rich - equipping and building on skills. We believe, the way our curriculum is designed, allows our children to become passionate geographers that know more, remember more and understand more. We hope to give them the knowledge and skills to make an educated and positive impact on the world that they learn about. 

Aims
Our curriculum is ambitious for all and alongside the national curriculum aims to: 
· develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes 
· understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time 
· collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes 
· interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) 
· communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length
A key element to our teaching is the building of fundamental geographical knowledge and concepts that can be added to and developed each year, increasing memory recall and retrieval skills. This allows our students to advance their rational thinking skills in addition to developing a sense of curiosity and excitement about geography. Students at St Peter’s are constantly exposed and immersed in developing their vocabulary acquisition. This key geographical language, increases student’s knowledge and understanding of not only the specific matter they are currently studying, but of the world they live in enabling them to be gifted with the rich vocabulary we desire of our children. Geography in our school is about developing our student’s ideas, philosophy and geographical thinking by allowing them to investigate and study the environment and world around them, regardless of their gender, ethnicity or ability which we achieve with a balanced and broad programme of study.
Implementation:
Geography at St Peter’s is taught through a carefully designed progression document which breaks the learning into small incremental sequences. Our progression document is broken down further into blocks: locational knowledge; place knowledge; human and physical geography; and geographical skills and fieldwork. Children’s knowledge and skills are built upon in carefully sequenced steps. Geography is to be taught for a minimum of 60 minutes per week if being taught weekly. If being blocked or taught half termly, teachers are to ensure that the amount of Geography being taught is equivalent to a minimum of 60 minutes per week. This allows them to achieve depth in their learning. New geographical vocabulary is present throughout all teaching of Geography. Staff take care to make sure there are carefully planned links between subjects. Lessons and units are designed from a variety of high-quality resources to support the teaching of our curriculum.
The children start to learn about their locality and where they live, understanding Bromyard, the town they live in, and Hereford as the nearest city. This moves onto learning about the UK, Europe and finally countries across the world drawing comparisons between them. The local area is also fully utilized to achieve the desired outcomes, with extensive opportunities for learning outside the classroom embedded in practice. We ensure Geography is taught through lessons such as whole class reading so children gain the important skills needed, in particular through non-fiction texts. Our children are provided with as many opportunities as possible for learning outside the classroom, benefiting their educational, social, physical and emotional development. Within our knowledge-rich approach, there is a strong emphasis on people and the community of our local area. A recall session is held at the beginning of every lesson which allows the children time to revise previously taught concepts that might be linked.
Enrichment/Cultural Capital
At St Peter’s, we enable the children to see the links between what they are learning and the local area around them. Through our Geography curriculum, we include fieldwork opportunities, practical tasks and local maps and visits which enable pupils to gain a wider context to their unit of study. Children are then able to apply their knowledge to a more ‘concrete’ experience and bring their learning to life.
EYFS
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) follows the ‘Development Matters in the EYFS’ guidance which aims for all children in reception to have an ‘Understanding of the World; people and communities, the world and technology’ by the end of the academic year. We have carefully linked the development matters document to our school progression.
Inclusion:
At our school, we teach Geography to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. Through our Geography teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make good progress, considering cognitive challenge which is demonstrated within each lesson, as well as how learners will be supported in line with the school’s commitment to inclusion. We strive to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those with disabilities, those who are higher level thinkers, and those learning English as an additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this. We believe that the curriculum should be accessible to all children. This is made possible through the use of strategies such as: scaffolded support, small group work, use of Knowledge Organisers and word banks or extra time to complete their work.
Impact
By the time children leave our school, they will have a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes and a curiosity and fascination about the world we live in. We aim for children to be curious and ask pertinent questions about their learning and for them to build on geographical skills and knowledge systematically. When talking about their learning, children will use geographical vocabulary to explain ideas and make links with the world around them using their learning.   
Assessment 
Teachers will assess children’s work using formative assessment. At St Peter’s, all lessons begin with a recall session. This recall might be from a previous lesson in the unit being studied or from a previous year group. This method allows children the opportunity to constantly revisit learning. A variety of formative assessment methods are used including quizzes, matching vocabulary to definitions, locating the answer to the question and use of Knowledge Organisers. The aim of this is to consolidate and embed knowledge, skills and vocabulary. Feedback is given to the children as soon as possible, and marking work is guided by the school's marking policy.
Enrichment
(To be completed)

Role of the Geography Co-ordinator
The Geography co-ordinator leads the maintenance and development of the subject. 
They are responsible for assuring quality and standards in the subject by:
· Taking the lead in the development, evaluation and amendment of schemes of work as and when necessary.
· Identifying training needs of staff through monitoring and performance management review.
· Acting as a consultant to colleagues on resources, fieldwork possibilities, curriculum changes, classroom teaching ideas.
· Monitoring and evaluating pupils’ work, colleagues’ planning and classroom teaching.
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