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Rationale:

This document is intended to support teachers in preparing their learning environment and planning the written work for their pupils. At the heart of our approach to writing is the philosophy of promoting a writing culture within the school. We understand that reading and writing are closely connected and mutually supportive and so this writing policy is in tune with our rationale for teaching English as a whole. 
· We ensure we follow The National Curriculum 2014: National curriculum in England: English programmes of study: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-englishprogrammes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study. 

Our Curriculum Intent :
The skills of reading, writing, and speaking and listening are vitally important and will have a direct influence on all areas of the curriculum.

Our aim is to encourage our pupils to have a love for reading and writing and have a good understanding of vocabulary in the written and spoken format.
At St. Peter’s Primary School writing is taught through The Write Stuff writing scheme. This approach makes sure that all of our children are exposed to high quality texts that stimulate quality responses to reading, high quality writing and purposeful speaking and listening opportunities. Our curriculum ensures that all children have plenty of opportunities to write for different purposes. We encourage writing through all curriculum areas and use quality reading texts to model examples of good writing. 

The Write Stuff is based on two guiding principles; teaching sequences that slide between experience days and sentence stacking lessons. With modelling at the heart of them, the sentence stacking lessons are broken into bite-sized chunks and taught under the structural framework of The Writing Rainbow. Teachers prepare children for writing by modelling the ideas, grammar or techniques of writing. 
End of EYFS
· Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds. 
· They also write some irregular common words.
· They write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others. 
· Some words are spelled correctly and others are phonetically plausible. 
End of KS1
	· Write simple, coherent narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real or fictional).
Write about real events, recording these simply and clearly.

· Demarcate most sentences in their writing with capital letters and full stops, and use question marks correctly when required. 

· Use present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently.
Use co-ordination (e.g. or / and / but) and some subordination (e.g. when / if / that / because) to join clauses. 

· Segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by graphemes, spelling many of these words correctly and making phonically-plausible attempts at others.

· Spell many common exception words.

	· Form capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower-case letters. 

· Use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 
End of Lower KS2

· In narratives, describe settings and characters.
· Use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. conjunctions, adverbials of time and place, pronouns, synonyms) within and across paragraphs. 
· Use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 mostly correctly (e.g. inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech). 
· Integrate dialogue in narratives to convey character and advance the action.
End of KS2 

· Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language that shows good awareness of the reader (e.g. the use of the first person in a diary; direct address in instructions and persuasive writing). 
· In narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere. 
· Select vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires, doing this mostly appropriately (e.g. using contracted forms in dialogues in narrative; using passive verbs to affect how information is presented; using modal verbs to suggest degrees of possibility). 
· Use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout their writing. 
· Use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 mostly correctly (e.g. inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech). 
· Spell correctly most words from the year 5 / year 6 spelling list.
Use a dictionary to check the spelling of uncommon or more ambitious vocabulary. 

· Maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed. 



Writing Curriculum Implementation
Early Years Foundation Stage The Early Learning Goals are followed to ensure continuity and progression from the foundation stage through to the National Curriculum. In Foundation Stage we use the Development Matters statements and the Characteristics of Effective Learning document as an assessment and planning tool. Children are encouraged to write for themselves from the very beginning as emergent writers. They are encouraged to read their own writing. Written work is valued through sharing it with both adults and peers and through display or writing for a particular purpose. The children’s understanding of the written language is developed by purposeful activity. We give the children the opportunity to produce wide-varied forms of writing for different audiences. 

Spelling The teaching of Spelling is in line with the requirements of The National Curriculum (2014). We aim to use explicit, interactive teaching which draws children’s attention to the origins, structure and meaning of words and their parts, the shape and sound of words, the letter patterns within them and the various ways they can learn these patterns. 

In Reception and KS1, daily phonics is the key to the children’s learning of spelling. This is taught using the Read, Write, Inc phonics programme. 
From Year 2 and into KS2 the children move towards using their phonic knowledge to help them to understand spelling rules and patterns. We teach children to use their growing understanding of the morphology (word structure) and orthography (spelling structure) of words to support their spelling. Spelling skills are taught each week during spelling lessons using the Spelling Shed Scheme. Spelling is also embedded in English lessons through games and activities so that strategies and rules can be taught in the context of writing. We use Spelling Shed for our spelling lists across the school and this incorporates the common exception words.
Handwriting We use the Penpals Handwriting Scheme - Please refer to our handwriting policy.

Grammar and Punctuation We closely follow Jane Considine's ‘The Write Stuff Approach’ and may also teach Grammar and Punctuation through additional Grammar lessons using the ‘Twinkl Grammar Overview’ for each year group. 
SEN and Equal Opportunities 

All children have an entitlement to participate fully in English lessons in accordance with the school’s Equal Opportunities Policy. Children whose second language is English may receive appropriate support as necessary. Those children who are identified as needing extra support will be monitored closely by the Class Teacher and the Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo). Specific interventions will be put in place to support those children. Where children need a higher level of intervention support is available in line with the Special Educational Needs (SEN) policy.
The Classroom
All classrooms provide a stimulus for writing. Topic books, fiction and non-fiction books are displayed to enable children to read as often as possible to develop their understanding of written language. English Working Walls are used to display key terminology and ideas for writing. The Write Stuff learning unit and support materials are displayed so that the children have access to scaffolding. 
Children’s best work is showcased in the classroom and throughout the school to encourage high standards.
Cross-curricular writing opportunities

Teachers will seek to take advantage of opportunities to make cross-curricular links. They will plan for pupils to practise and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding acquired through English lessons to other areas of the curriculum and expect the same skills and attitudes to be used across all writing. 
Assessment 
Progress is tracked termly using a range of evidence, including the following: - independent writes through The Write Stuff, teacher observations - evidence in writing books, reading, phonics and spelling journals. Teachers record their assessment on INSIGHT.
Moderation 
The moderation of written work forms part of the cycle of assessing English. Meetings are held within teams, across whole school, the federation and an additional local school to ensure that data is accurate and in line with National standards. 

