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At St Peter’s Primary School, our vision is for every pupil to become a lifelong reader who finds joy, meaning, and inspiration in books and texts. We believe that reading is the gateway to learning, personal development, and future success. Our aim is to nurture a reading culture where pupils read widely and often, develop strong comprehension skills, and are empowered to explore diverse perspectives through literature.
Our Curriculum Intent
Our reading curriculum aims to ensure that all pupils:
· Develop fluent word reading and decoding skills
· Build strong comprehension, inference, and analytical abilities
· Expand their vocabulary and understanding of language
· Experience enjoyment and engagement through reading for pleasure
· Encounter a wide range of genres, authors, and text types
· Become independent, critical, and lifelong readers
The reading curriculum at St Peter’s Primary School follows the Government Reading framework. Pupils are exposed to a variety of genres, including fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and digital texts, with increasing complexity and challenge as they progress.
Key features include:
· Systematic synthetic phonics in KS1 (Read Write Inc.)
· Structured reading comprehension sessions
· Daily shared reading of high-quality texts
· Cross-curricular reading opportunities
We ensure that pupils encounter texts that reflect diverse cultures, backgrounds, and experiences. Our curriculum includes literature from a range of authors, including those from underrepresented groups, and texts that promote understanding of different perspectives. 
Our Curriculum Implementation
Early Reading and Phonics (KS1)
In the nursery and reception, children are encouraged to:
· Listen to stories, join in and anticipate parts, re-telling well known stories using picture and verbal cues. 
· Learn new vocabulary through discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes, poems and through role-play. 
· Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 
· Have sound blending books to take home (RWI scheme)
· Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonics knowledge, including some common exceptions words
In KS1, we use Read Write Inc. as our validated systematic synthetic phonics programme. Phonics is taught daily in small, ability-based groups to ensure targeted instruction. Staff receive regular training in phonics delivery, and pupil progress is assessed frequently to inform groupings and interventions.
Key features:
· Daily phonics sessions with a consistent structure
· Use of decodable texts matched to pupils’ phonics knowledge
· Ongoing assessment to identify pupils needing additional support
· Parental engagement through workshops and home reading packs
· Daily story time in class with child participation
· Book club – mainly teacher led on children’s interests. 
 Reading in KS2 and Intervention
In KS2, pupils continue to develop reading fluency and comprehension using the Accelerated Reading programme. For those requiring additional support, we implement the Fresh Start programme, which provides targeted intervention in phonics and reading skills. Interventions are identified through assessment data and delivered by trained staff, with progress monitored regularly.
Implementation includes:
· Small group or one-to-one phonics intervention for identified pupils (Fresh Start.)
· Regular review of intervention impact
· Communication with parents regarding support and progress
 Reading Comprehension
Dedicated reading comprehension lessons are timetabled for 30 minutes, three times per week. These sessions focus on developing pupils’ ability to understand, interpret, and analyse texts. Evidence-based strategies are used, including reciprocal reading, questioning, summarising, and inference.
Lessons include:
· Explicit teaching of comprehension skills
· Use of high-quality, challenging texts
· Opportunities for discussion and collaborative learning
· Differentiation to meet the needs of all learners
· Reading comprehension lessons are taught in a three-part structure:  Fluency, Engagement, Apply and review
Shared and Class Reading
Each class participates in daily shared reading for 15 minutes, 4 times per week, using a high-quality text selected to engage and challenge pupils. Shared reading provides opportunities for modelling fluent reading, exploring vocabulary, and discussing themes and ideas.
· Teachers model expressive reading and facilitate discussion
· Pupils are encouraged to make predictions, ask questions, and share responses
Reading for Pleasure and Book Clubs
A weekly book club session is held (e.g. every Friday) to promote reading for pleasure and foster a sense of community around books. Pupils have the opportunity to choose texts, share recommendations, and participate in discussions.
Book club features:
· Organised by class teachers 
· Selection of a wide range of texts, including pupil choice
· Activities such as book reviews, author studies, and creative responses
· Encouragement of reading at home and sharing experiences
Reading Mileage and Access to Texts
We prioritise increasing pupils’ reading mileage by providing frequent, varied, and challenging reading experiences. Pupils have access to:
· A well-stocked school library with diverse and up-to-date books
· Classroom reading corners with a range of genres and levels
· Digital resources and online reading platforms (Accelerated reading scheme)
· Opportunities to borrow books for home reading
Strategies include:
· Regular library visits and reading challenges
· Monitoring of reading logs and home-school diaries
· Encouragement of independent and shared reading
Cross-Curricular Reading
Reading skills are reinforced across the curriculum, with opportunities to read and respond to texts in subjects such as history, science, and geography. Teachers plan for purposeful reading activities that support subject knowledge and literacy development.
Inclusion and Support for SEND/EAL
We provide tailored support for pupils with SEND and EAL to ensure full access to the reading curriculum. Adaptations may include:
· Use of visual aids, simplified texts, and assistive technology
· Additional adult support and small group instruction
· Differentiated resources and scaffolded activities
· Regular communication with parents and external agencies
Staff receive training in inclusive practice, and individual needs are identified through ongoing assessment and review.
Formative and Summative Assessment
Assessment is integral to our reading provision. Teachers use formative assessment to inform daily teaching and identify pupils needing support. Summative assessment is used to track progress and inform intervention.
· Termly NFER reading assessment 
· Half-termly Star Reader assessment
· Use of assessment data to plan teaching and interventions
 Statutory Assessment Arrangements
Statutory assessments are administered in accordance with DfE requirements:
· Year 1 Phonics Screening Check
· End of KS2 national reading tests
Results are reported to parents, governors, and the local authority, and used to inform school improvement planning.
Staff Training and CPD
St Peter’s Primary School is committed to ongoing professional development in reading. All staff receive training in phonics, comprehension strategies, and promoting reading for pleasure. CPD is informed by national guidance (DfE, EEF) and school priorities.
Examples of CPD:
· Annual phonics training for KS1 staff
· Workshops on comprehension and vocabulary development
· Training on inclusive practice for SEND and EAL
· Opportunities to attend external courses and conferences
Enrichment
Activities may include:
· Author visits and storytelling events
· Book fairs
· World books day
· Vending machine awards – pupil progress
· Holiday reading challenges
· Collaboration with literacy charities and community groups
These partnerships provide pupils with additional opportunities to engage with reading and broaden their experiences.
Policy Impact 
The impact of the policy will be evaluated through:
· Analysis of pupil reading attainment and progress  - see subject action plan
· Monitoring of intervention outcomes through pupil progress meetings 
· Feedback from staff, pupils, and parents – via questionnaires, parents evenings and reading workshops. 
· Review of provision against Ofsted and DfE expectations
Findings will inform future development and improvement of reading provision.
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