
Music Topics Taught   

  

 

Year A  Autumn  Spring  Summer  

Reception  Charanga Unit – Me! (Original Scheme) 
Singing – nursery rhymes and songs 
Rhythmic patterns – copying rhythms and 
melodies  
Christmas performance – developing vocal skills  
Continuous Provision – non-pitched percussion  

Charanga Unit – Everyone! (Original Scheme) 
Singing – nursery rhymes and songs  
Rhythmic patterns – making up patterns based 
on syllables in words  
Continuous Provision – hand bells  
  
  

Charanga Unit – Big Bear Funk (Original 
Scheme) 
Singing – nursery rhymes and songs  
Rhythmic patterns – making up rhythms and 
adding pitch to rhythms  
Performing and composing – using colours for 
notation  
Continuous Provision – glockenspiel   

Class 1  Charanga Unit – How Can We Make Friends 
When We Sing Together? (New Model Music 
Curriculum) Year 1 
Introducing beat  
Charanga Unit – How Does Music tell Stories 
About the Past? (New Model Music Curriculum) 
Year 1 
A unit developing an awareness of pitch and 
rhythm through repetition and improvisation 
Christmas Performance  
Developing melodic skills and vocal technique.  

Charanga Unit – How Does Music Make This 
World A Better Place? (New Model Music 
Curriculum) Year 1 
Introducing tempo and dynamics 
Charanga Unit – How Does Music Help us to 
Understand our Neighbours? (New Model 
Music Curriculum) Year 1 
A unit combining pulse, rhythm and pitch  

Charanga Unit – What Songs Can we Sing To 
Help us Through the Day?  (New Model Music 
Curriculum) Year 1 
Having fun with improvisation 
Charanga Unit – How Does Music Teach us 
About Looking After our Planet? (New Model 
Music Curriculum) Year 1 
A unit exploring improvisation 

Class 2  Charanga Unit – How Can We Make Friends 
When We Sing Together? (New Model Music 
Curriculum) Year 1 
A unit developing an awareness of pitch and 
duration through repetition and improvisation 
Introducing beat  

Charanga Unit – How Does Music Make The 
World A Better Place? (New Model Music 
Curriculum) Year 1 
Introducing tempo and dynamics 
Charanga Unit – How Does Music Teach Us 
About Our Neighbourhood? (New Model Music 
Curriculum) Year 2 
A unit combining pulse, rhythm and pitch  

Charanga Unit – What Songs Can we Sing To 
Help us Through the Day?  (New Model Music 
Curriculum) Year 1 
Having fun with improvisation 
Charanga Unit – How Does Music Teach us 
About Looking After our Planet? (New Model 
Music Curriculum) Year 1 
A unit exploring improvisation 
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Charanga Unit – How Does Music Teach Us 
About the Past? (New Model Music Curriculum) 
Year 2 
A unit developing an awareness of pitch and 
rhythm through repetition and improvisation 
 
 Christmas Performance  
Developing melodic skills and vocal technique.  

  
  

 

Class 3  Charanga Unit –How Does Music Help Us Make 
Friends? (New Model Music Curriculum) Year 2 
A unit developing an awareness of pitch and 
duration through repetition and improvisation 
Introducing beat 
Charanga Unit – How Does Music Teach Us 
About the Past? (New Model Music Curriculum) 
Year 2 
A unit developing an awareness of pitch and 
rhythm through repetition and improvisation  
Christmas Performance  
Developing melodic skills and vocal technique.  

Charanga Unit – How Does Music Make The 
World A Better Place? (New Model Music 
Curriculum) Year 2 
Introducing tempo and dynamics 
Charanga Unit – How Does Music Teach Us 
About Our Neighbourhood? (New Model Music 
Curriculum) Year 2 
A unit combining pulse, rhythm and pitch  

Charanga Unit How Does Music Make Us 
Happy?  (New Model Music Curriculum) Year 2 
Having fun with improvisation 
Charanga Unit – How Does Music Teach us 
About Looking After our Planet? (New Model 
Music Curriculum) Year 2 
A unit exploring improvisation 

 

Class 5  Charanga Unit – How Does Music 
Bring Us Closer Together ? (New 
Model Music Curriculum) Year 3 
A unit developing notation skills  
Charanga Unit –What Stories Does 
Music Tell Us About The Past? (New 
Model Music Curriculum) Year 3 
 Enjoying improvisation 
Christmas Performance   
Developing melodic skills and vocal technique.  

Recorder lessons from Durham Learning.   
Children will learn to play, perform and compose 
using staff notation.  

Charanga Unit – How Does Music 
Make a Difference to us Every Day? 
(New Model Music Curriculum) 
Year 3 
A unit learning more about musical 
styles 
Charanga Unit – How Does Music 
Connect Us With Our Planet? (New 
Model Music Curriculum) Year 3 
A unit recognising different sounds  
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Class 6  Charanga Unit – How Does Music 
Bring Us  Together ? (New Model 
Music Curriculum) Year 4 
Working with time signatures  
Charanga Unit – How Does Music 
Connect Us With Our Past? (New 
Model Music Curriculum) Year 4 
A unit combining elements to make 
music  
Christmas Performance   
Developing melodic skills and vocal technique.  

Charanga Unit – How Does Music 
Make The World A Better Place? 
(New Model Music Curriculum) 
Year 3 
Composing Using Your Imagination  
 Charanga Unit – How Does Music 
Help Us To Get To Know Our 
Community? (New Model Music 
Curriculum) Year 3 
Sharing musical experiences  
 

Recorder lessons from Durham Learning.   
Children will learn to play, perform and compose 
using staff notation.  
  

Class 7  Recorder lessons from Durham Learning.   
Children will learn to play, perform and compose 
using staff notation.  
  
Christmas Performance   
Developing melodic skills and vocal technique.  

Charanga Unit – How Does Music 
Improve Our World? (New Model 
Music Curriculum) Year 4 
Developing pulse and groove 
through improvisation 
Charanga Unit – How Does Music 
Teach us About Our Community? 
(New Model Music Curriculum) 
Year 4 
Creating simple melodies together 

 Charanga Unit – How Does Music 
Shape Our Way of Life? (New 
Model Music Curriculum) Year 4 
Connecting notes and feelings 
Charanga Unit – How Does Music 
Connect Us With The Environment? 
(New Model Music Curriculum) 
Year 4 
Purpose, identity and expression in music 

Class 8  Earth and Space  
Listening work based on Holst’s The Planets.  
  
Christmas Carols  
Children learn carols, singing in one or more 
parts and learning to perform with a good vocal 
technique.  

Rainforests  
Children will create a musical soundscape to 

describe visual images.  

  
World War 2  
Listening work analysing the effectiveness of the 
elements of music to portray war.  
  

The Tudors  
A composition unit to write a fanfare.  
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Class 9  Earth and Space  
Listening work based on Holst’s The Planets.  
  
Christmas Carols  
Children learn carols, singing in one or more 
parts and learning to perform with a good vocal 
technique.  

Rainforests  
Children will create a musical soundscape to 

describe visual images.  

  
World War 2  
Listening work analysing the effectiveness of the 
elements of music to portray war.  

The Tudors  
A composition unit to write a fanfare.  

Class 10  Earth and Space  
Listening work based on Holst’s The Planets.  
  
Christmas Carols  
Children learn carols, singing in one or more 
parts and learning to perform with a good vocal 
technique.  

Rainforests  
Children will create a musical soundscape to 

describe visual images.  

  
World War 2  
Listening work analysing the effectiveness of the 
elements of music to portray war.  

The Tudors  
A composition unit to write a fanfare.  
  
Carmel Show Songs  
Children rehearse songs in one or more parts 
and develop vocal techniques.  
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Year B  Autumn  Spring  Summer  

Reception  Charanga Unit – My Stories (Original Scheme) 
Singing – nursery rhymes and songs 
Rhythmic patterns – copying rhythms and 
melodies  
Christmas performance – developing vocal skills  
Continuous Provision – non-pitched percussion  

Charanga Unit – Our World (Original Scheme) 
Singing – nursery rhymes and songs  
Rhythmic patterns – making up patterns based 
on syllables in words  
Continuous Provision – hand bells  

Charanga Unit – Reflect, Rewind and Replay 
(Original Scheme) 
Singing – nursery rhymes and songs  
Rhythmic patterns – making up rhythms and 
adding pitch to rhythms  
Performing – reading notation (colours)  
Continuous Provision – glockenspiel   

Class 1  Charanga Unit – How Can We Make Friends 
When We Sing Together? (New Model Music 
Curriculum) Year 1 
Introducing beat  
Charanga Unit – How Does Music tell Stories 
About the Past? (New Model Music Curriculum) 
Year 1 
A unit developing an awareness of pitch and 
rhythm through repetition and improvisation 
Christmas Performance  
Developing melodic skills and vocal technique.  

Charanga Unit – How Does Music Make This 
World A Better Place? (New Model Music 
Curriculum) Year 1 
Introducing tempo and dynamics 
Charanga Unit – How Does Music Help us to 
Understand our Neighbours? (New Model 
Music Curriculum) Year 1 
A unit combining pulse, rhythm and pitch  

Charanga Unit – What Songs Can we Sing To 
Help us Through the Day?  (New Model Music 
Curriculum) Year 1 
Having fun with improvisation 
Charanga Unit – How Does Music Teach us 
About Looking After our Planet? (New Model 
Music Curriculum) Year 1 
A unit exploring improvisation 

 

Class 2  Charanga Unit –How Does Music Help Us Make 
Friends? (New Model Music Curriculum) Year 2 
A unit developing an awareness of pitch and 
duration through repetition and improvisation 
Introducing beat 
Charanga Unit – Rhythm In The Way We Walk 
(Banana Rap)? (Original Scheme) Year 1 
A unit developing an awareness of pitch and 
rhythm through repetition and improvisation 

Charanga Unit – In The Groove (Original 
Scheme) Year 2 
Introducing tempo and dynamics 
Charanga Unit – How Does Music Teach Us 
About Our Neighbourhood? (New Model Music 
Curriculum) Year 2 
A unit combining pulse, rhythm and pitch  
  
  

Charanga Unit How Does Music Make Us 
Happy?  (New Model Music Curriculum) Year 2 
Having fun with improvisation 
Charanga Unit – How Does Music Teach us 
About Looking After our Planet? (New Model 
Music Curriculum) Year 2 
A unit exploring improvisation 
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 Christmas Performance  
Developing melodic skills and vocal technique.  

Class 3  Charanga Unit –How Does Music Help Us Make 
Friends? (New Model Music Curriculum) Year 2 
A unit developing an awareness of pitch and 
duration through repetition and improvisation 
Introducing beat 
Charanga Unit – Ho Ho Ho? (Original Scheme) 
Year 2 
Listen and appraise, embed interrelated 
dimensions of music  
Christmas Performance  
Developing melodic skills and vocal technique.  

Charanga Unit – I wanna Play In A Band 
(Original Scheme) Year 2 
Introducing tempo and dynamics 
Charanga Unit – Zootime (Original Scheme) Year 
2 
Singing and playing instruments  

Charanga Unit Friendship Song  (Original 
Scheme) Year 2 
Having fun with improvisation 
Charanga Unit Reflect, Rewind and Replay  
Original Scheme) Year 2 
A unit exploring improvisation 

Class 5  Charanga Unit – How Does Music 
Bring Us Closer Together ? (New 
Model Music Curriculum) Year 3 
A unit developing notation skills  
 Charanga Unit –What Stories Does 
Music Tell Us About The Past? (New 
Model Music Curriculum) Year 3 
 Enjoying improvisation 
Christmas Performance   
Developing melodic skills and vocal technique.  

Recorder lessons from Durham Learning.   
Children will learn to play, perform and compose 
using staff notation.  

Charanga Unit – How Does Music 
Make a Difference to us Every Day? 
(New Model Music Curriculum) 
Year 3 
A unit learning more about musical 
styles 
Charanga Unit – How Does Music 
Connect Us With Our Planet? (New 
Model Music Curriculum) Year 3 
A unit recognising different sounds  
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Class 6  Charanga Unit – Let your spirit fly (Original 
Scheme) Year 3 
A unit based around RnB and other styles of 
music.  
Charanga Unit- Glockenspiel Stage 1 
  
Christmas Performance  
Developing melodic skills and vocal technique.  
  

Charanga Unit – How Does Music 
Improve Our World? (New Model 
Music Curriculum) Year 4 
Developing pulse and groove 
through improvisation 
Charanga Unit – How Does Music 
Teach us About Our Community? 
(New Model Music Curriculum) 
Year 4 
Creating simple melodies together 

Recorder lessons from Durham Learning   
Children will learn to play, perform and compose 
using staff notation.  
  

Class 7  Recorder lessons from Durham Learning  
Children will learn to play, perform and compose 
using staff notation.  
  
Christmas Performance   
Developing melodic skills and vocal technique.  

Charanga Unit – How Does Music 
Improve Our World? (New Model 
Music Curriculum) Year 4 
Developing pulse and groove 
through improvisation 
Charanga Unit – How Does Music 
Teach us About Our Community? 
(New Model Music Curriculum) 
Year 4 
Creating simple melodies together 

Charanga Unit – How Does Music 
Shape Our Way of Life? (New 
Model Music Curriculum) Year 4 
Connecting notes and feelings 
Charanga Unit – How Does Music 
Connect Us With The Environment? 
(New Model Music Curriculum) 
Year 4 
Purpose, identity and expression in music 

Class 8  Charanga Unit Livin’ On A Prayer 

(Original Scheme) Year 5  

Sing, play, improvise, compose 

Charanga Unit- Classroom Jazz 1 

(Original Scheme) Year 5  

Appraisal and improvisation 

Christmas Carol Performance  

Children learn carols, singing in one or more 
parts and learning to perform with a good vocal 
technique.  

 Charanga Unit Make You Feel My 

Love (Original Scheme) Year 5  

Interrelated elements of music 

Charanga Unit The Fresh Prince of 

Bel Air (Original Scheme) Year 5  

Listen, appraise, perform 

 

 

Charanga Unit-Dancing In the Street 

(Original Scheme) Year 5  

Singing and playing instruments 

Charanga Unit – Happy  
A performance unit based on Pharrell Williams’ 
Happy developing notation skills.  
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Class 9  Charanga Unit Livin’ On A Prayer 

(Original Scheme) Year 5  

Sing, play, improvise, compose 

Charanga Unit- Classroom Jazz 2 

(Original Scheme) Year 6  

Appraisal and improvisation 

Christmas Carol Performance  

Children learn carols, singing in one or more 
parts and learning to perform with a good vocal 
technique.  

 Charanga Unit Make You Feel My 

Love (Original Scheme) Year 5  

Interrelated elements of music 

Charanga Unit You’ve Got a Friend 

(Original Scheme) Year 6  

Listen, appraise, perform 

 

 

Charanga Unit-Dancing In the Street 

(Original Scheme) Year 5  

Singing and playing instruments 

Charanga Unit (Original Scheme) Year 6 – Happy  
A performance unit based on Pharrell Williams’ 
Happy developing notation skills.   
Carmel Show Songs (Year 6)  
Children rehearse songs in one or more parts 
and develop vocal techniques.  

Class 10  Charanga Unit Happy (Original 

Scheme) Year 6  

Sing, play, improvise, compose 

Charanga Unit- Classroom Jazz 2 

(Original Scheme) Year 6  

Appraisal and improvisation 

Christmas Carol Performance  

Children learn carols, singing in one or more 
parts and learning to perform with a good vocal 
technique.  

 Charanga A New Year Carol (Original 

Scheme) Year 6 

Interrelated elements of music 

Charanga Unit You’ve Got a Friend 

(Original Scheme) Year 6  

Listen, appraise, perform 

 

 

Charanga Unit-Music and Me 

(Original Scheme) Year 6  

Singing and playing instruments 

Carmel Show Songs (Year 6)  
Children rehearse songs in one or more parts 
and develop vocal techniques.  

  


