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Religious Education Policy
Aims of Religious Education
At St Teresa’s, we aim to give every child full access to a broad and balanced curriculum, helping each one to develop a strong sense of self-worth and self-esteem. Through Religious Education, children are offered ample opportunities to apply and use their knowledge and skills across the curriculum, deepening their understanding of religious truths and encouraging them to think creatively.
Introduction
At St Teresa’s, we want our children to grow in knowledge, understanding, reflection, and faith through their learning and religious experiences. As part of our Catholic community, we intend for every child to gain a wide range of experiences that nurture their sense of belonging and help them develop a personal relationship with God.
We aim to support our children to become religiously literate, knowledgeable of Sacred Scripture, and aware of the principles of Catholic Social Teaching, acting upon these with integrity, humility, and compassion.
The Religious Education Programme
As directed by the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, our Religious Education scheme is called ‘To Know You More Clearly’. This curriculum is being gradually rolled out across the primary sector.
The full implementation of the new curriculum will be completed well in advance of the 2026 statutory deadline.
This scheme presents Religious Education in a sequential and progressive form, rooted in the liturgical year. The framework includes four structural elements:
· Knowledge lenses – what should be known by the end of each age phase (Hear, Believe, Live, Celebrate).
· Ways of knowing – the developing skills of Understand, Discern, Respond.
· Expected outcomes – what pupils are expected to know, remember and be able to do.
· Curriculum branches – six half-termly branches, consistent across all year groups.
Overview of Content
Please refer to the St Teresa’s RE Curriculum Map for the detailed sequence of learning.
Planning
Senior Leadership and RE Subject Leader responsibilities:
· Allocate 10% of curriculum time to Religious Education.
· Monitor timetables to ensure sufficient and high-quality time for RE.
· Allocate time for the exploration of another faith.
Class teacher responsibilities:
· Select appropriate content to achieve the learning objectives.
· Plan engaging activities to explore content meaningfully.
· Record when RE lessons and activities will take place.
Adaptive Teaching
As in all areas of the curriculum, adaptive teaching in Religious Education aims to:
· Enable every child to succeed in the set task or activity.
· Challenge children beyond their comfort zone in knowledge, understanding, and skills.
· Help children recognise and celebrate their achievements.
Other Faiths and World Religions
Catholics are called to respect and value people of all faiths, recognising that God is at work in every life. In our multi-faith society, Religious Education introduces children to the beliefs and practices of others so that prejudice and misunderstanding can be overcome from an early age.
At St Teresa’s, we celebrate the diversity within our community and ensure that pupils gain a sound understanding of other world faiths and appreciate the richness this brings to all our lives.
Assessment
Assessment in Religious Education is guided by the overall aims and objectives of the curriculum. It focuses on what pupils know, understand, and can do; it does not assess faith or the practice of faith.
Assessment Procedures
· Children’s learning is assessed termly against the expected end of age-phase outcomes.
· Judgements are based on evidence from across the term, rather than a single assessment task.
· An end-of-year overall judgement is made for each child, representing the ‘best fit’ across all outcomes.
· Termly moderation meetings are held, with external diocesan moderation taking place in the summer term.
Reporting
Reporting in Religious Education is integral to the learning process.
1. To pupils – through informal discussion, in-the-moment feedback, and constructive marking.
2. To colleagues – through summative records, moderation, and pupil profiles.
3. To parents – through reports, curriculum overviews, parent meetings, RE assemblies, displays of work, and photographic evidence of learning experiences.
Monitoring
The RE Subject Leader monitors planning and children’s work termly. Monitoring includes pupil voice activities to gain insight into children’s attitudes and understanding.
Each class teacher is responsible for maintaining high-quality RE displays, reflecting the liturgical year and current learning.
The RE Subject Leader and Senior Leadership Team will observe the teaching of RE in line with the School Development Plan, RE Action Plan, and Performance Management cycle.
Monitoring follows diocesan guidelines, focusing on the extent to which teachers:
· Demonstrate secure knowledge and understanding of the Faith and the RE curriculum.
· Set high expectations to challenge and deepen learning.
· Plan lessons with clear religious learning objectives, shared with pupils.
· Use effective teaching methods and strategies matched to learning needs.
· Maintain high standards of behaviour and engagement.
· Use time and resources, including ICT, effectively and efficiently.
· Assess pupils’ work constructively and use assessment to inform teaching.
· Use resources that enhance the quality of learning and the standards achieved.
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