


Contact details:
St Teresa’s Catholic Primary School Downing Street
Preston PR1 4RH
 cwaterhouse@st-teresas-pri.lancs.sch.uk 01772 797397
Name of the Special Educational Needs/Disabilities Coordinator: Charlotte Waterhouse

St Teresa’s is a mainstream primary school catering for children aged between 3 and 11 years old.

The school is developing its accessibility plan where building works allow. The school does have a split level between key stage one and key stage 2 where there are several steps.

School will make reasonable adjustments to meet the needs of all children and adults. Staff are experienced in supporting children with a range of needs including speech and language difficulties, motor skills development, speaking and listening, visual impairment, ADHD/ASD and emotional support.


The kinds of SEND we provided for.


How does the school know if children/young people need extra help and what should I do if I think my child/young person has special educational needs?

Children’s progress is carefully monitored by class teachers and Senior Leaders. If a child is not making the expected progress or there is a cause for concern staff will follow the SEN the graduated response of assess, plan, do, review alongside support from the SENDCo. 

Parents are consulted and encouraged to contribute at this point it may be that an Individual Learning Plan (ILP) is required to support the child’s learning to meet specific targets. It may be appropriate for a child to work in a specific intervention to meet their needs.

All class teachers are teachers of all children including those with special educational needs and the importance of removing these barriers is paramount to promote inclusion for all. Teaching Assistants (TAs) play a vital role in supporting children’s learning within the classroom, delivering interventions and support working closely with the class teacher.

Referrals may be made to external agencies to support childrens’ individual needs.  When the support of other agencies is needed then an Early Help Assessment (EHA) may be offered, this will help to support and bring together several agencies to ensure effective working
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partnerships. Regular Team Around the Family (TAF) meetings will be held to ensure that progress is monitored and targets reviewed.

Parents/Carers are encouraged to share any concerns they have about their children, parents are a very important link and as a parent they know their children well. Initially parents are encouraged to talk to the class teacher about any concerns they have, occasionally the concerns may be able to be addressed through adjustments in the classroom. However, there are occasions where parents need support and may want to speak to the SENDCo, Mrs Waterhouse, where a formal discussion will be held and a plan of action put into place. Appointments can be made by contacting the school office.















The voice of the child is paramount, staff and children discuss progress and children are aware of their progress in different areas. Children are encouraged to participate in reviewing their progress celebrating their achievements and looking for how they can improve their learning.

Regular pupil voice consultations are held with all children in school.

Children with an ILP are invited to celebrate success and share their views where appropriate. Children with EHCPs are invited to contribute to the annual review process and targets are shared.  Each child has an EHCP celebration book where progress against targets is measured.


What arrangements does the school make for consulting with children/young people with special educational needs and disabilities about - and involving them in - their education?


What arrangements does the school make for consulting with the parents & carers of children/young people with special educational needs and disabilities and involving them in – their child's/young people's education?

Parents and carers are encouraged to contribute. Good relationships between school staff and parents ensure that discussions can be approached and any concerns raised after careful monitoring, working in partnership is vital for successful outcomes.

Parents and carers are encouraged to contribute to learning plans and support learning at home. Parents know their children well and information and advice can be shared both ways to support learning to support children to achieve their goals.

Parents and carers are consulted regularly, every term if a child has an ILP, to celebrate and review progress of targets set. There are also 2 parent/carer consultation evenings, and annual reports sent home, which can be discussed with the class teacher by appointment.

Parents and carers are invited into school for a range of activities to share in the learning of their child/children, views are regularly sought of how school can provide a range of services to support parents and their children.


It is important that the curriculum delivered meets the needs of the children. Work provided will be adapted and modelled to allow all learner access to the curriculum and record their findings appropriately.

It may be that the child will receive some additional support to complete a task, children are encouraged to be independent in their learning, but it is recognised that some children may need support to stay on task.

Children’s learning should be guided by following the guidelines in the ILP to support these targets and approaches to enable the child to learn removing any unnecessary barriers to progress.
How will the curriculum be matched to my child/young person's needs?



















School has had many adaptions of the building to make the school accessible to wheelchairs. The main entrance and the KS2 classrooms are fully wheelchair accessible. The school hall has full disabled access with disabled toilet attached. The school is on a split level with steps between key stage one and key stage two. There are single steps into the key stage one classrooms. The school has disabled toilet facilities including shower facilities. The office has a hearing loop system installed to communicate with parents.

Regular audits are undertaken of the environment to ensure that lighting is fully working to support visually impaired visitors to have the optimum lighting levels and hazards identified and minimised where possible. Steps are marked with high visibility lines.

The school office can provide copies of policies and letters using large font and a variety of different languages upon request.
How accessible is the school environment?


Reasonable adjustments should be made to meet the needs of the children in class, this means that where possible adaptions and resources may be required. Depending on the cost, school may be able to purchase resources to support needs, this would generally be following the advice of professionals.

The decision to purchase equipment may be at the discretion of the headteacher/governors depending on the cost. Additional funding sources may need to be to be sought.

Additional support may be required to support children’s needs; school will aim to provide support where possible however it is important that children develop their independence alongside required support.
How are the school resources allocated and matched to children/young people's special educational needs and disabilities?
How is the decision made about the type and quantity of support my child/young person receives?


 Decisions regarding support are made collaboratively by the headteacher, SENDCo and governing body.  Parents will also be consulted.

Exam access arrangements are made in line with the annual access arrangements following the guidelines set, children and parents will be consulted during this process.










Parents and carers are consulted regularly on the progress of their children through reports, consultation and meetings. Information is shared regarding age related expectations and where their child is in relation to this.  We also aim to identify and remove barriers to learning to ensure that children can make the best possible progress and become active learners.

The curriculum is shared on the school website.
How will both you and I know how my child/young person is doing and how will you help me to support their learning?


Within school we access a range of support services from a wide range of professionals including speech and language therapists, educational psychologists (EPs), Family Support Workers (FSWs), Specialist Teachers and school health professionals.

Early intervention is vital if a child has additional needs, then it is important to collect information prior to the child starting in nursery and support sought to ensure that appointments and access to services can be arranged. 

Within school we have a team of highly skilled staff supporting a range of needs, training needs are assessed regularly and skills matched to supporting the relevant children.
What training have the staff supporting children/young people with SEND had or may they have?
What specialist services or expertise are available at or accessed by the school?

We enjoy close links with our local high schools who offer transition visits in school.

Where available, children spend a day visiting their high school and the tutors come into school to meet the children and discuss each child with the Y6 teacher and the SENDCo.

Where a child may have an additional need, school will arrange to facilitate extra sessions and the necessary documentation to support them in transition.
How will the school prepare and support my child/young person to join the school, transfer to a new school or the next stage of education and life?





How will my child/young person be included in activities outside the classroom, including school trips?

We do not offer holiday care or after school care.  However, we do provide a breakfast club at a daily rate. This is a valuable resource used by many parents where children can come from 8am 
to have breakfast and then play together before joining the other children on the playground at 8:40 am.

There are a number of clubs run by members of staff and specialist coaches at lunchtimes and after school. Clubs are generally free although some may require a nominal fee to pay for materials used. There are a range of clubs available for key stage one and also for key stage two children, clubs are generally open to all although there is the expectation of good behaviour from all children attending clubs.

There are a number of strategies to support children who need support during unstructured times of the day including lunchtime, lunchtime outdoor play and playtimes. Intervention groups that promote social skills and promote good behaviour ensure that children have positive experiences to build on allowing them to enter the classroom able to focus on their work.

School trips are an important part of a child’s learning. Parents and carers are encouraged to join school trips to share in the children’s learning. It may be that additional risk assessments are needed to ensure that a child’s needs can be met or adjustments made to support needs.


What support will there be for my child/young person's overall well-being?

We pride ourselves on being a ‘Caring Catholic School’ every member of our school is part of our St Teresa’s family. We aim to nurture and support all children in an inclusive environment. If a child has additional medical needs then relevant advice support will be sought from parents/carers to ensure that staff are fully aware and understand how to meet their needs. It may be that staff require specialist training to meet the child’s needs. We have staff who are paediatric first aid trained to support as needed.

We have an intimate care policy to support children who cannot manage their personal needs, this can be found on the school website. If a child needs regular support in managing their needs then a plan is made that is agreed by parents/carers staff and the child.

Medication is administered if prescribed by a medical professional and has a pharmacy label with the child’s name and the dose. This needs to be given to the office where they will be stored securely and the appropriate form completed to give permission for the medication to be administered. Antibiotics can only be administered if the dosage is four times a day. Medication needs to be collected from the office at the end of the day

Attendance at school is important, we will support children and parents/carers if they are having difficulties with attendance and punctuality. Mrs Pritchard our Family Support Worker is available to provide support.

Exclusion is used where all avenues have been exhausted as a last resort following a serious incident. Where possible children will be supported by staff to help children manage their behaviour through a range of strategies and support from outside agencies to avoid exclusion. Emotional wellbeing is important, and all staff work hard to provide interventions, positive praise and individual support to promote positive behaviour in school.

The school council meet regularly to discuss issues and improve the school environment. The children have an active voice in making positive changes in school.














Progress of all children is tracked termly against targets set through intervention or ILPs. This is to ensure that children are making good progress and to identify barriers to learning so they can be overcome. Feedback is given to parents about the progress made against the targets set.
Termly monitoring of interventions and provisions is undertaken by the SENDCo and are analysed to measure the effectiveness. The information gathered informs the next step of provision and decisions are made whether further intervention is required. Evaluations of intervention are shared with the Head teacher, Senior Leadership Team and class teachers.
How do you evaluate the effectiveness of the provision made for children and young people with special educational needs?


School work in partnership with many agencies including Paediatricians, CAMHS, Health visitors and the school nurse. Speech and language therapists, counsellors, occupational therapy, Educational Psychologists and a range of other agencies are accessed as required.

It may be that this will be managed through the EHA process, parents and carers will be involved at all stages and kept up to date with processes and invited to all meetings.
How do you involve other bodies, including health and social services, local authority support services and voluntary organisations, in meeting the needs of children/young people with SEND and in supporting their families?


If parents feel that school are not responding to concerns, then parents are encouraged to come to speak to Mrs Waterhouse in the first instance. Mrs Waterhouse is contactable via the school office. If you feel that school are not acting on concerns raised or provision is not suitable then the complaint can be made in line with the procedures set out in the formal complaints policy available on the website and at the school office.
 Lancashire County Council SEND Inclusion Service can also be contacted for further advice and  support.
Tel: 01772 531 597
Email: Inclusion.South@Lancashire.gov.uk
What arrangements do you make in relation to the treatment of complaints from children/young people and their parents/carers with special educational needs concerning your provision made?



Additional independent support can be sought from a number of agencies through the Lancashire Local Offer or by contacting SENDIASS 0800 123 6706 who will provide advice and support to parents.
Where can I find the contact details of support services for the parents of children/young people with SEND?










Lancashire County Councils Local Offer can be found here http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/send
Where can I find information on where the local authority's local offer is published?


As required by law all children with a Statement of Special Educational Needs or an Education and Health Care Plan (EHCP) naming the school will be admitted before the application of the oversubscription criteria.

Where more applications are received than the planned admissions number for the school, the oversubscription criteria will be applied in the following order: 

1.	Looked After Children, previously Looked After Children and internationally adopted children.
2.	Baptised Catholic children who have a sibling in the school at the time of admission.
3.	Baptised Catholic children resident in the former parish of Saint John XXIII
4.	Other baptised Catholic children.
5.	Other children who have a sibling in the school at the time of admission.
6.	All remaining applicants.

We would encourage prospective parents of pupils with SEND to contact the school to make an
appointment with the Headteacher or Mrs Waterhouse (SENDCo) to discuss their child’s needs and the provision available at our school.

SEND admissions
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