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Friday 6th October 2023  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thank you  

What a lovely Macmillan Coffee morning last week we raised £619.19 - thank you so much for your 

generosity. 

 

Opal Play 

Reminder to complete the survey that was sent via text message. The information gathered will help 

inform our plans for playtimes  https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/K9DSJC9 

Please check out https://twitter.com/OPAL_CIC. & https://outdoorplayandlearning.org.uk 

 

Education Welfare Officer (EWO) 

We have developed a fantastic working relationship with our LA officer and she is committed to supporting 

our school community with the government’s attendance agenda.  

 

Firstly a reminder that the school gates open at 8:30am, the first bell is at 8:40am and the second bell is 

8:50am, this is when children should be in class ready to start the day. The gates are closed at 8:50am, if 

arriving after this time children should enter via the Main Entrance and be signed in on Inventry, the 

information is then fed into the registers. Lateness on the registers is also picked up by the officer and can 

be classed as unauthorised which if regularly occurs can incur an LA penalty notice fine. 

 

As such we are adapting our routines regarding absences for medical appointments and illnesses. If your 

child has an appointment we will require sight of an appointment card or a confirmation text from NHS at 

the office, this will then be recorded as such on the register, if no confirmation is forthcoming it will be 

classed as unauthorised.  

 

If your child is ill, please ring school and report on the absence phone line with the name of the child, class 

and illness/ absence. If an absence is prolonged please keep school informed regarding the illness, these 

will be authorised. If there are persistent illnesses of more than 3 days then we have will require some 

form of medical proof, if not provided these will be classed as unauthorised. If there are 20 sessions (10 

days) of unauthorised absence in a 12 week period this can incur an LA penalty notice fine. 

 

I have explained previously holidays during term time require the completion of a holiday form, which 

explains that such a holiday could incur a penalty notice fine actioned by the LA. 

 

I appreciate your support working together to improve attendance in our school. 
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Lunchtimes 

All children in Reception to Year 2 are eligible for a free school meal, this is called Universal Free School 

meals, if you want your child to have a hot meal please take a look at the website for the menus from 

Mellors. 

 

Reminder that all dinner monies are to be paid weekly for any children in Key Stage 2 (year 3-6), this is 

essential as we are charged weekly by Mellors. 

 

We are increasingly concerned by the waste form children bringing packed lunches to school, there are a 

number of children who are either throwing their lunches away. Obviously it is important for you , as 

parents, to know what your child has eaten, therefore the children will be bringing any leftover food home 

for you to monitor. 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Friday 13th October 

Harvest Own clothes day for Caritas and collecting money in order to buy food vouchers. 

 

Monday 16th October 

School photographer day 
 
Wednesday 18th October  
9:00 – 11:30 EYFS (Nursery and Reception) settling in parents meetings 

• Appointment information to follow 

Thursday 19th October 

3:30 – 6:30 EYFS (Nursery and Reception) settling in parents meetings 

• Appointment information to follow 

Friday 20th Oct  

FINISH FOR HALF TERM BREAK 

 

Monday 30th October 

SCHOOL REOPENS FOR AUTUMN 2 

 

Parent Teacher Meetings week 

Booking details to follow  

• Tuesday 14th November – LKS2 (Miss Hughes, Miss Corry & Miss Newton)  

• Wednesday 15th November – KS1 (Mrs Craven, Miss Winnard & Miss Harrison) 

• Thursday 16th November – UKS2 (Mrs Cassidy, Mrs Hickman & Miss McBride) 
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Monday 20TH November 

9:00 am Mrs Quigg is holding Coffee morning with many of the professionals that support children 

attending – all welcome. 

 

Sunday 26th November  

11:00am Family Mass at St Thomas More (Coffee morning in the Parish Hall afterwards with the Friends of 

St Thomas More) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your continuing support. 

Yours Faithfully, 

Mrs Butterworth 

Headteacher 

 

SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT 

As servants of God, we follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ. Through his love, we guide each member of our 

family on their own spiritual and learning journey to achieve and grow. 

We love, we learn, we live with Christ. 

 

 

Nursery Places available 

We have Nursery places available to start straight away.  

Please contact our school office for further information and an application form. 
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Friends of Thomas More Autumn Newsletter 
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