
*When working on our text, we always try to select a story that the children may not have seen before we do not read the whole story initially. We work on the text over the course of the 
half term, and unpick each section, our focussed activities and challenges are based upon the part of the story we are working on to keep an element of surprise and suspense. If you do wish 
to read the story at home with your child, please could you do so once we have completed our topic and text work, thank you. 
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This half term we will be continuing to develop our listening skills through 
circle time activities, story sessions and through partner work. We will be 
discussing many different elements of our text ‘Hector and The Big Bad 
Knight’ and we will be making predictions for the story, using adjectives to 
describe different elements in the story, e.g. the setting, the characters 
etc. Linking with our ‘Castles and Knights’ topic, we will be asking lots of 
‘how’ and ‘why’ questions and encouraging the children to do the same. 

 In our Maths work, we will be focussing particularly on addition and 
subtraction this half term. We will begin work on addition and finding 
the total number of two groups of objects. Once we have secured this 
concept with the children, we will then move onto subtraction. We 
will also look at ‘measurement’ during this half term. We are planning 
to measure different castles and towers. We will begin with non-
standard measurement first, using different objects, for example, 
cubes, counters etc. We will then move onto measuring in 
centimetres.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be continuing to focus on developing the children’s fine and gross 
motor skills through different activities. In our phonics groups, we will 
continue to practise letter formation on a daily basis.  In PE this half term, 
the coaches from Manchester United will be coming to school to work 
with the children on ball control and skills. We will also focus on 
‘Fundamental Specific Sport’ working closely on racket skills and co-
ordination.  
We are also encouraging the children to undress and dress independently 
particularly for our PE sessions. 

 We will continue to look at changes in our environment and discuss 
them. We will be discussing/learning lots more about Castles around 
the country and some historical facts about them. With Spring just 
around the corner, we will also be planting broad beans and taking 
care of them. We will investigate what happens to plants, what they 
need to grow and what happens in we don’t take care of them. 

 

 

 

 

We will continue to reinforce our positive class rules and boundaries. We 
will be encouraging the children to access different classroom areas and 
talk about why they prefer some activities to others. We are also 
encouraging the children to take more responsibility in resolving problems 
independently. 
Through our RE work, we will be talking about ‘Lent’ and what we can do 
to be more like Jesus. 

 We will be experimenting with different materials and creative 
techniques this half term. We will be painting pictures in the form of 
‘Still Life.’ We also plan to explore different paint techniques to 
achieve different textures like the long, tangled weeds in our new 
story. In Music, the children will be creating music using the 
instruments independently, with a partner or in a small group. We will 
be encouraging the children to adapt and make changes to the music 
they have created. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be sharing stories/ books related to our topic and we will be 
encouraging the children to listen and respond appropriately. Our text this 
half term ‘Hector and the Big Bad Knight’ provides a variety of writing 
opportunities – WANTED signs/notices, setting descriptions and writing 
plans. 
Our phonics groups will continue on a daily basis and these sessions will 
begin to last a little longer as the children are progressing through the 
phonics scheme. 

 We will continue to access our outdoor area on a daily basis. Our 
provision includes; sand, water, reading area, small world, 
construction, writing and mark making and role play areas. Please 
ensure your child has appropriate outdoor clothing as we access the 
outdoor area throughout each day. 
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