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HEADTEACHER'S NEWSLE T

Dear Parents and Carers,

I'm sure you will agree that it was a welcomed return to our face to face
parents’ evenings this week. Although the phone consultations were well re-
ceived during our Covid-19 restrictions, these didn't truly replicate the face to
face meetings we had prior to the pandemic.

The meetings this week were a chance for CLASS Number of
teachers to see where their pupils are Appointments
coming from and an opportunity to discuss | St Martin's 25
attainment and learning attitudes. For par-| St Catherine’s 27
ents, it was a chance to actually meet the | St Anne’s 24
teachers who have the daily responsibility | St Edmund’s 21
for their children. Teaching isn't just about| StJohn's 25
relationships  with pupils, but also the | StJude’s 23
relationship with parents and carers and| St Paul’s 21
that is why the return of these face to face | St Philomena’s 19
meetings was so important. From the table | St Teresa's 21
on the right you will see that most of our| St Thomas' 20
parent and carers attended these meetings. | St Margaret's 24

St Matthew's 24
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TOP FIVE

St Martin's 100%

St Paul’s 98.89%

St Catherine’s 98.85%

St Philomena’s 98.33%

For those few who did not attend, | hope you will be able to make our future
events. As stated previously, if you did not book an appointment or you
missed your allocated time, teachers will be unable to arrange new appoint-
ments. On most days after 3:15pm, our teachers have marking and planning,
professional development or professional meetings and so it is important that
parents meet with them during the chosen dates. These dates are shared at
the very start of the year to ensure parents and carers have time to make work
and childcare arrangements. We have a Curriculum Celebration afternoon
booked for Thursday 30th March.
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Thank you to those who attended our Coffee Morning today, It was lovely to
see both familiar and new faces! | was able to discuss the School’s plan to
bring back a Parent & Teacher Association and whilst talking with those who
attended, | was able to find out what interest there is in forming a new PTA.
Parents were enthusiastic about the prospect and shared ideas and activities
they would like to get involved with e.g. fundraising, Summer fairs and after-
school clubs etc. There were some great ideas!

If you were unable to attend the coffee morning but would like to be part of
the PTA, please collect a PTA questionnaire from the school office.

After half term, a letter will go out to invite parents to a PTA meeting so
please keep a look out for this letter in your inbox.
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St Thomas' 98.28%

SPRING TERM DATES

10th Feb — School Inset —
School Closed

13th Feb — 17th February
— Half Term

22nd Feb—Ash Wednes-
day Mass

22nd Feb—New uniform
Sgle]e)

2nd March - Year 1 trip to
Harold Hill Library

3rd March — Year 5 & 6
C.S.| Road Safety Work-
shop

17th March Science Dress-
up Day

28th March—taster Pro-
duction

29th March—Yr1 & Yr2
Road Saftey Workshop
30th March — End of Term
reports sent out (KST &
KS2)

30th March — Curriculum
Celebration Afternoon
(KST & KS2)

31st March — Whole
School Mass & Easter Egg
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4 | Enjoy reading this Sunday'’s Gospel

Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the wilderness. He fasted for forty days and
forty nights, after which he was very hungry, and the tempter came and said to him,
“If you are the Son of God, turn these stones into loaves.” But Jesus replied with
God's word saying, “Scripture says: ‘Man does not live on bread alone but on every
word that comes from the mouth of God.”” The tempter then took him to the
top of the Temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, "throw yourself down;
for scripture says: 'He will put you in his angels’ charge and they will come

to save you.'” Jesus said to him, “Scripture also says: ‘You must not put

the Lo (? your God to the test.’”” Next, the tempter showed him all the

kingdoms of the world and their splendour. "I WI" give you all these,”

he said, "if you fall at my feet and worship me.” Then Jesus replied,

"Be off, Satan! For scripture says: ‘You must worship the Lord your

God, and serve him alone.’” Then the tempter left him, and angels

appeared and looked after Jesus.

Taken from the Gospel of Sunday 26™ February 2023. Matthew 4:1-11 (the 1* Sunday of Lent, Year A)

Which words stood out for you in this Gospel, and why? What does the picture make
' you think about? Now enjoy exploring this Wednesday'’s word, which is LENT.
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ASH WEDNESDAY MASS

On Wednesday 22nd Febru-
ary, we wil be celebrating
Mass and receiving ashes on
our foreheads to mark the
start of the Lenten Season. In
preparation for this Mass and
the beginning of Lent please
read through the "Wednesday
word" on the left .

‘2 | Wednesday's Word

How many days did Jesus spend in the wilderness? In this Sunday's Gospel Jesus relied on
God's word to resist femptation. Lent is a time for us to make an extra effort to listen
carefully to God's word, fo try and make a change for the better by turning away from things
which are wrong for ourselves or others. Ask your child what the word 'Lent’ means to them.
You may want to tell your child something that you know about Lent. Each of you say if there
is anything you would like to start or stop doing this Lent.,

The Latin name for the season of Lent is 'Guadragesima’ which means “forty days® or
“fortieth day.” This reminds us of Jesus’ 40 days of fasting and prayer in the wilderness,
where he grew stronger through resisting various temptations. How can we strengthen
ourselves to resist temptations throughout Lent? Perhaps we can: set aside a few minutes
each day to pray, asking God to help us; read God's word in the Bible or in The Wedhesday
Word; regularly say the ‘Our Father’ together, thinking carefully about each sentence; go to
church together; fast from a meal or snack and give the money saved to charity.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallmdberl-ng name; thy kingdol
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgnre us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen.
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m come, thy will be done on earth

ST URSULA'S BLOG

The BLOG is a new addition to
our school website where we will
be sharing what is going on at St
Ursula'’s.

We frequently share photos on
Facebook but are aware that not
everybody has access to this and
so the BLOG has been set up to
ensure we can share what we are
doing with  more of our
community!

Each week photos will be
uploaded with information about
activities, trips, visits and the-
learning that is taking place!

The BLOG can be found on the
front page our our school web-
site. Please click the link below:

BREAKFAST CLUB

The Breakfast Club is open. To
book a place for your child/ren
please use our Schoolcomms
booking system. If you require
any help or guidance with this
booking system, please contact
the school office on 01708
345200.


https://stursulascatholicprimary.co.uk/
https://stursulascatholicprimary.co.uk/

At National Online Safety, we belleve in empowering parents, carers and trusted aduits with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel
itis needed. This guide focuses on one of many issues which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonli y.com for further guldes, hints and tips for aduits.
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‘ Gaming, of course, is phenomenally popular with children and young people. In 2021, for instance, more than three-quarters of
teenagers played online games, with almost 70% of primary school aged children doing likewise. If enjoyed in moderation
and supported by a healthy routine (staying hydrated, good sleep habits, taking breaks and so on), gaming can actually

benefit a person’s mental health. As long as we stay alert for potential risks, games can be much more than what we
see on the surface: they can be a way to socialise, an avenue for creativity and a route to solving problems. Check
out our top ten tips on how gaming online can sometimes work to your child’s advantage .. ¥
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Meet Our Expert g National
Daniel Lipscombe is a writer who specialises in technology, ; Onllne
video gaming, virtual reality and Web3. Author of 15 guidebooks ®
for chiidren on games such as Fortnite, Apex Legends, Valorant, S af et
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 08.02.2023




