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HEADTEACHER'S NEWSLE T

Dear Parents and Carers,

| hope you are all keeping warm and well in this cold weather! This time of the year is
particularly special for us as a Catholic School. Advent is one of the most important times of
the liturgical calendar and over the past three weeks, we have joined Christians all over the
world in preparing for the birth of Jesus. During Advent, our wonderful Pupil Chaplains have
been leading assemblies which have focused on preparing our hearts to welcome Jesus on
Christmas day. They've done a great Job in leading creative and well-constructed prayer and
liturgy and have used this opportunity to also teach their peers about the 4 Sundays of
Advent and the symbolism of the Advent Wreath and its 5 candles.

Unfortunately, we had to make the difficult decision to postpone our Christmas Nativities and
Carol Concert due to the adverse weather conditions this week. Our pupils have worked ex-
tremely hard to learn their songs and will be able to share these with you when we return in
January:

) Thursday 5th January — Nursery Nativity 2:00pm (School Hall)
) Friday 6th January — Reception/ KS1 Nativity — 10:30-11:30am (St Dominic's Church)
) Friday 6th January — Key Stage 2 Carol Concert — 2:00 — 3:00pm (St Dominic's Church)

These will now be part of our Epiphany Celebrations. The Feast of the Epiphany is celebrated
on January 6th each year and remembers the visit of the Wise Men to worship the baby Je-
sus . We look forward to celebrating with you!

| wish every family a happy and peaceful holiday and we look forward to seeing everyone at
the start of the new term (Thursday 5th January 2023).

Merry Christmas,
Mr Ashburn.

ECO-SCHOOL COUNCIL

Our Eco-School Councillors have been meeting this half term to help make pupil voice and
sustainability an integral part of school life. This week they used their pupil voice surveys to
decide the issues they will be tackling this year. Working with the Headteacher and UNICEF
Rights Respecting Lead, the council members have agreed on 5 actions:

Action 1: To fundraise for a variety of charities including those supporting animals and the
homeless.

Action 2: To work with the local community to develop spaces and areas.

Action 3: To work with Havering Catering to provide a lunch-time menu that is healthy and
appealing to all.

Action 4: To run workshops, lessons and assemblies on being environmentally friendly.

Action 5: To work with the school leadership team to create and provide a greater range of
extra-curricular clubs.

As you will see from the actions above, the responsibilities of these pupils include addressing
environmental issues in school, supporting the wider community, fundraising and being the
voice of their peers. These actions are linked to the principles of Catholic social teaching and
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

PARKING

We kindly ask that think about where you park, how you park and your conduct outside our
school gates. Please do not park on the zig-zag lines outside our school — these are there to
keep our pupils safe. lllegally parked cars can be reported via the following link: https://
www.havering.gov.uk/info/20004/parking/121/parking_tickets and traffic fines/8.
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TOP FIVE - AUTUMN TERM

St Philomena’s 96.57%

St Martin's 96.52%

St Jude’s 96.42%

St Matthew's 96.39%

St Catherine’s 95.99%

St Edmund’s 95.37%

Congratulations to St Philomena’s and
St Martin’s, who were the attendance
winners this term. Both classes have won

a class party!

COFFEE MORNING

We will be hosting a coffee morning
on Friday, 27th January from 9.15 to
10:15am. Parents can bring their toddlers
and babies. There is lots of time to ask
questions, share experiences and find
out first-hand what is happening in
school. Mums, Dads and extended fami-
ly are ALL welcome.

FUNDRAISING

This Advent season we have been
fundraising for Brentwood Catholic
Children’s Society (BCCS). Not only is
BCCS a charity associated with our
Diocese, it also supports many of the
Catholic schools in our local area.

Thank you for your donations! The
BCCS will be using your contribution to
help support the emotional health and
wellbeing of children and young people.
We will still be collecting donations after
Christmas so please bring them in if you
have forgotten.

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE

£410 was raised through our Christmas
Raffe. Thank you to the Staff of St
Ursula’s for donating prizes and thank
you to our familes for purchasing tickets.
Congratulations to our 2 lucky winners!
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At Natlonal Online Safety, we belleve in empowering parents, carers and trusted aduits with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel
It ls neaded. This guide focuses on one of many lssuess which we belleve trusted adults should be awars of. Please visit www .nationaloniinesafety.com for further guldes, hints and tips for aduits,

What Parehts & Carers Need to Know about &

SETTING UP APPS, GAMES
e AND SOFTWARE

~..,': A Millions of new phones, tablets, laptops and games consoles will be nestling under Christmas trees this
2 : year. However, even if parents and carers have gone to the trouble of setting up these new devices and
[ 3 -.} enabling the safety features, there are still potential hazards in the apps, games and software that
.".‘.' children will want to install and use. Knowing what to look for and discussing those risks with your child
e 3 may help avoid any nasty surprises this Christmas. Here are our top tips for ensuring that unwrapping ™
P this year's presents doesn’t unleash any unexpected dangers. ] Q

CHECK THE SPECS

To avoid let-downs, check a
game’s specs before buying -
especially for PC or Mac, where
games o need a particular
raphics chip or processor to work.
ites like systemrequirementsiab.com

TAKE NOTE OF AGE RATINGS
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the box. Now that most games are :

* downloaded, it's tougher - but not
impossible, All reputable download stores

= show a game’s age rating at the point of can scan your computer to see if it will
* purc and you can muwwg = run certain games properly. On consoles,
® ofa title your child wants to : make sure you're buying the right version:
videostandards.org.uk/RatingBoard/games. //. ~ some newer Xbox or PlayStation games
won't play on older consoles.

The games market has changed ‘ : MONITOR IN-GAME COMMS
radically in recent years. Ma - r
titles are free to download, but then o = Voice chat with friends is part
tempt to for cosmetic o of the fun of modern gam -
items &l n F or to unlock 4 @, but danger lurks here too. Many
additional content. There can be huge d titles have open chat systems,
reev pressure for children to pay for meaning that children could speak to
tems. Agree a b for in-game ) l!mnqau or hear adult language and
purchases before game is downloaded, verbal abuse when games get
and make sure children can‘t authorise @ 4 rorﬁculorly mpetitive. Using a shared
in-game purchases by themselves. <2 amily area (as o? sed to alone in
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bedrooms) for on E’omlng is a good
DISABLE IN-APP PURCHASING

way to keep an occasional ear on what's
being said.

It’s not wise to leave children _’,‘ GF"S
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,,.,",.',’R...,,_ Ideally, set up computers, <SR, Fortnite have Inf‘gamo currenciles, i
consoles and phones so child accounts which can be earned through =\ {

need an adult’s authorisation to buJ
anything. On shared devices (like iPads,

which don't allow user accounts), check A
the settings to ensure that in-app
g:rchonlng requires the account
Ider’'s password, fingerprint or face 1D, 175
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APPS ARE AGE RATED, TOO

Like games, apps in the major stores have
age ratings, too - so you can see in advance

g: ress In the game - but can also
ught with real money. A common
scam Is fora younﬂ klayor to be
offered currency if they click a link, visit
a certain site or contact another user
directly. Warn your child about such

offers; they should show you if they're
n ' \ in any doubt over an in-game gift.
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WATCH OUT FOR IMITATORS

% Even in the official stores, untrustworthy
rogue apps can slip through the net.

[

CONSIDER STORAGE

Most apps and games will tell you in
the online store how much space they need
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ther an app’s appropriate for your child. on a device. Check this care ullm- especlally Common tricks are apps or games that have “yo( Tk
-~ Additionally, phones’ parental control settings with games, which can run into hundreds of slightly different name to enuine article
allow J:u to set age limits, preventing young ones megabytes and beyond. if you don‘t have enough Fortnight rather than Fortnite, for instance) or
from downloading unsuitable apps themselves. free storage on a device to run the game or app, use logos which deliberately look very similar to
These mtlngl aren’t infallible, however: we‘ve seen you won’t get a refund from the store. You can the official app. To avoid downloading these
TV apps featuring adult shows with an age rating normally check a device’s available starage space imitations, read the ulpr‘n description and check
of 3, for example. through the settings menu. who the publisher is listed as.
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LEGAL APPS THAT BREAK THELAW " IN-APP REGISTRATION

STAY UPDATED
There are many apps that are perfectly lo%ol but It's common for apps and games to Most games and orpt are subject to regular
ps Wi

enable illegal act tY - streaming ap ich let ask users to register: entering personal updates, which not only offer new content and
eople watch football matches, say, without paying  details like email address, date of birth and features but also gfovldo critical security ;
or Sky or BT Sport. Prosecution for using such apps’ — other information you might not want your child improvements. Children tend to ignore such
is rare, but they can lead to risky behavlour like to divuige. Ask them to get your permission updates — usually because they don't i
viewing rogue streams on sites teeming before giving any personal info to an app - and understand why they‘re important, or they ay
with maliclous links. Watch for children consider uslng‘ your details rather than the child’s, simply want to get straight on with gaming.
lmtclllnp unusual apps with ‘TV’, so they're nottargeted by marketing spam or put Check your child’s devices periodically to
‘stream’or ‘sport’ in the name. _ atrisk of having their data stolen. make sure these updates are being installed. . j
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Meet Qur Expert

Barry Collins has been a technology journalist and editor for
more than 20 years, working for titles such as the Sunday Times,
Which?, PC Pro and Computeractive. He'sa red regularty as
a technology pundit on television and radio, including on
Newsnight, Rodio 5 Live and ITV News ot Ten. He has two children
and has writes regularly about internet safety issues.
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