
Headteacher’s Newslet ter 17.11.23  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This week saw our governors enjoy the wonderfully welcoming atmosphere of St Ursula’s as 

part of our Governors’ Curriculum Celebration Day. This celebration day is a very important 

part of what governors do as a governing body, checking that what I discuss with them at 

meetings is actually happening during an ordinary working day. It was also an opportunity for 

governors to look at where the school needs to move strategically. Despite the quite serious 

agenda, governors left with smiles on their faces, having been welcomed by the children and 

staff in our school.  

The day started with our governors visiting our Year 6 classrooms where our ‘Faith in Action’ 

pupils led collective worship. Children explored the Gospel for this coming Sunday and dis-

cussed their God-given talents. Our ‘Faith in Action’ pupils reminded their peers that their tal-

ents might not be as obvious as being good at sport, or acting, or singing, but could be talents 

such as being able to cheer someone up or simply being a good listener - whatever their tal-

ents are, they are just as valuable and please God.  

Before finishing their collective worship, pupils were asked to be witnesses of their faith and 

were asked how they would be using their talents this week to show their love for God and for 

the good of others at home, at school and in the community. The governors provided the fol-

lowing feedback: 

“The collective worship attended by governors was a beautiful session, where all students en-

gaged throughout. The teacher’s ability to encourage children to share their thoughts is com-

mendable and having pupils lead the collective worship is a wonderful touch and a brilliant 

idea.” 

Governors had an opportunity to review and reflect on the Catholic Life and Mission of the 

school, the Religious Education taking place and the policy and structure of Prayer and Liturgy. 

The following feedback was provided: 

“The school demonstrates a clear commitment to supporting causes that are local, national and 

global - Forming strong links with charities such as Cafod.”  

“The aims for the Catholic Life and Mission at St Ursula’s are rooted in the Catholic Social 

Teachings and this is evidenced in the school’s very thorough website.” 

“The mission statement is clearly visible across the school and children are supported in knowing 

and understanding it through song.” 

“The school uses a range of approaches to engage pupils with scripture – puppets, comics etc.” 

“The purpose and focus of the RE at St Ursula’s is clearly laid out and well-articulated.” 

As well as meeting with our RE lead, governors also met with other subject leaders who pro-
vided a thorough report on each of their learning areas, with a focus on training and develop-
ment, monitoring, resourcing, pupil support/challenge and assessment. At the end of the day 
the governors reviewed and agreed on the action points for the new School Development 
Plan. The School Development Plan is the school's strategic plan for improvement. 

#10  

1 St Matthew’s 100% 

2 St Teresa’s 99.08% 

3 St Philomena’s 99.05% 

4 St Anne’s 99.01% 

5 St Edmund's 98.57% 

Top  F ive  

 

We have noticed that some pupils have 
been wearing hoodies for their PE les-
sons this term. We would like to remind 
parents/carers that these are not allowed 
and are unsuitable for the physical activi-
ties taking place during PE lessons. chil-
dren should come to school wearing the 
correct PE kit. We appreciate your sup-
port in this matter.  

PE  K It 

Children ’s  R ights ’  
Sunday 20th November is WORLD 
CHILDREN’S DAY. 

This day marks the adoption of The 
Convention of the Rights of the Child 
on November 20th in 1989. 

Article 24: All children have the right 
to health services, food, water and a 
clean environment. In connection with 
the Pope’s letter, Laudate Deum – 
governments must do all they can to 
protect our environment. 

’  

 To have a clear plan in place to increase governor involvement. 

 For children to further develop their understanding of their faith in action, thinking of 

other ways of ‘giving’ rather than just physical gifting such as donations of money and 

food. Encouraging them to think more about giving their time to listen and care for 

others.  

 To further support children in understanding the role of collective worship in being a 

witness to their faith. 

Christmas concert t ickets  
A reminder that tickets need to be 
purchased for this Year’s Christmas 
performances and these are on sale 
now. We have allocated 2 tickets 
per family, per performance.  

However, there will be an oppor-
tunity to purchase extra tickets, 
when unsold tickets go back on sale 
on Monday, 27th November. All 
tickets can be purchased via 
Schoolcomms. 



Celebrating our School Values 
The core values of our school focus on high expectations 

for all learners, developing skills for life, encouraging 

good self-esteem and developing a set of core moral 

values based upon the teachings of Jesus Christ. These 

values are core to every part of our lives and are reflect-

ed in the way that we treat each other, the way that we 

look for every day opportunities to help those in need 

and in the example that we demonstrate to all those we 

meet.  

At St Ursula’s we have our School Value trophies that are 

given out during our weekly Achievement Assembly. 

 

 There is an award for each of our 5 values: 

Faith 

Respect 

Kindness 

Honesty  

Resilience 

These trophies are awarded to different pupils from Re-

ception to Year 6, who have lived out our Gospel Val-

ues. These trophies are taken back to class and dis-

played on our classroom prayer tables.  

This week’s winners — congratulations! 
EYFS & KS1 

Faith: Caydence (Reception) 

Respect: Daria (Year 1) 

Kindness:  Zachary (Year 2) 

Honesty: Ayogunle (Reception) 

Resilience: Godwin (Year 1) 

“There is a great need in our days for people who know how to 
make a courageous testimony of the moral values taught by the 

Gospel.” Pope Francis 

KS2 

Faith:  Samuel (Year 4) 

Respect: Calin (Year 3) 

Kindness: Saoirse (Year 6) 

Honesty: Emmanuel (Year 5)  

Resilience: Angel (Year 4) 

Thank you to everyone who designed and made their own prayer stones to reflect our 5 school values: The Faith in Action group and St 
Ursula’s staff have been overwhelmed by the time, care and effort of all children and their families who took part. We would like to 
share all their hard work with you! Below are some photos but please visit our school blog on our website to see many more of  our 
pupils’ creations. 

CHRISTMAS MARKET at Most Holy Redeemer Church on Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th November. This is a major fundraiser of the year. 
Donations URGENTLY needed for the Christmas Market. Raffle Prizes, teddies and Soft Toys, Silent Auction Items, and Chocolate and Pop 
and Alcohol bottles for the tombola. Donations can be taken to either St. Dominic's Church or the Most Holy Redeemer Church.   



Hello, we are four of the chosen Pupil Chaplains (Dami, Max-

well, Ella & Gabriella) who had the opportunity to interview Mr 

Shaw - who is our Chair of Governors and an Assistant 

Headteacher at Brentwood Ursuline Convent High School. We 

asked Mr Shaw several questions, which we will tell you about. 

Q1. If you had to choose one of our school values that means 

the most to you, what would you choose and why? (Faith, Re-

spect, Kindness, Honesty, Resilience) 

Mr Shaw chose Kindness because he tries to be kind each day 
and finds it natural to do. When he sees others being unkind, 
he contemplates why - it takes more energy to be unkind then 
to be kind. This is why he finds this value the best in our school.   

 

Q2. We have been focusing on how we gather for prayer and are looking for some ideas. What’s your favourite way of 

gathering for prayer? 

Mr. Shaw’s favourite way of gathering for prayer is how we gather at church because it is something which he has 

done for all his life. He also likes to go to church because he finds it very interesting that he can teach others about 

what he learnt in mass. Mr. Shaw has two children who he takes to mass with him and really likes to teach about 

Jesus and God. 

Q3. What’s your favourite type of prayer and why? 

His favourite type of prayer is Petition, which is when you are asking for help from God in prayer. He also finds the con-

versation with God very humbling and peaceful. 

Q4. What did you enjoy the most about working in a Catholic School? 

Mr. Shaw said that he loves working in a Catholic School because it has taught him life lessons and developed his life 

choices a lot. He also gets to teach people about the Word of God. 

Q5. We are always looking for charities to support. Do you have any suggestions? Could you tell us more about the or-

ganisation? 

Mr. Shaw said all charities are great but he doesn’t want to say one specific charity like CAFOD because he thinks all 

charities are the same but he also said that we should support local charities so it can bring our communities together. 

 

Q6.  What is your favourite Bible story and why? 

The Widow’s Mite because the story shows that even if you have nothing you should give everything you have so God 

can reward you greatly. This is an example of his favourite school value as the widow gave up all that she had.  

 

Q7. Our Eco-School Councillors have asked us to ask you this question. Pope Francis published a new letter, Laudate De-

um. He says that time is running out and we need to do more to support our planet. What choices do you make to sup-

port planet earth? 

Mr Shaw thinks that you should make everyday choices such as turning off devices and lights when you don’t use them 

and walking instead of driving to help our planet, as it saves the world more trouble. We should also recycle to 

help our seas. 

We are grateful for having the opportunity to talk with our Chair of governors.                     The Pupil Chaplains. 

“Whenever people listen to one another humbly and openly, their shared values and aspirations become all the 

more apparent. Diversity is no longer seen as a threat, but as a source of enrichment.” Pope Francis  



Odd Socks Day  

Every child has the right to feel safe at St Ursula’s Catholic 
Primary School and enjoy their education without the 
threat of bullying behaviour.  

On Monday we celebrated ‘Odd Socks Day’. Odd Socks 
Day marked the start of Anti-Bullying Week and encour-
aged our pupils to express themselves and to celebrate 
their individuality, knowing that they are valued and cared 
for as unique persons, made in the image and likeness of 
God. 

Havering Schools BOWLING Champions 2023!  

Last Friday, 10 of our children went on a school trip, to compete in a bowling competition against other Havering primary 
schools. Whilst on this trip children also learnt about using public transport and ordering and paying for their lunch.  They 
were amazing at bowling and won the competition! Finishing 1st out of 15 other schools meant that all of the children got a 
medal and a certificate and they brought back a super trophy too. Everyone had a fantastic day out! Please check out the 
school website blog for more photos! 




