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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you had a wonderful half term break with your family. The first week of Autumn Term 2 

saw our children celebrate All Saints' Day, a solemn holy day of the Catholic Church celebrat-

ed annually on November 1st. It was great to see so many parents join us in worship at St 

Dominic’s Church. Although the weather was miserable, our children brought joy with their 

rendition of ‘O When the Saints go marching in’. 

One of children asked their teacher “Why are we going to Mass when we only went on the 

Friday before our break?.” All Saints' Day is a Catholic Holy Day of Obligation, meaning all 

Catholics are required to attend Mass on this day. FACT: It was in 835 AD the Roman Catholic 

Church made November 1st a Church holiday to honour the saints. This was when the day 

started to be called All Saints’ Day. 

I’m sure many of you would have been discussing Halloween with your children this week and 

some of them may have asked whether Halloween was linked to our faith. I hope the infor-

mation below will help aid you in any future discussions you have: 

#8  

1 St Helen’s 100% 

2 St Margaret’s 99.52% 

3 St Paul’s 99.45% 

4 St Teresa’s 99.08% 

5 St Philomena’s 99.05% 

Top  F ive  

‘ 

Our ‘Faith in Action’ pupils (Formerly 

known as RE monitors) meet with Mrs 

Hall regularly to plan and discuss collec-

tive worship in class. At the start of each 

month, a ‘Faith in Action’ pupil is chosen 

to write a prayer. November’s prayer is 

written by  

Tiliyah, Year 5: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, 

Please bless those who are in trouble 

and living in war zones such as Gaza 

and Israel. Let us be thankful that we 

have our family around us and that we 

are living in peace. Let those surrounded 

by violence remember the Holy Spirit is 

always in their heart to give them 

strength. 

Amen 

 

A  prayer for November  

Children ’s  R ights ’  

Mr Birbeck spoke to Reception and 
KS1 about Article 3 – Best Interests 
of the Child: The best interest of 
the child must be a top priority for 
every decision made. 

Mr Hill spoke to KS2 about Article 
29- Goals of education: Education 
must develop every child’s personali-
ty, talents and abilities to the full. It 
must encourage the child’s respect for 
human rights, as well as respect for 
their parents, their own and other cul-
tures, and the environment. 

Halloween is a non-religious festival where people carve pumpkins and dress up as scary 

things! But the word ‘Halloween’ actually comes from the word ‘hallowed’ meaning ‘blessed’ 

or ‘holy.’ You might recognise that word from when we say the Our Father – ‘hallowed be thy 

name.’  

’Hallowe’en’ is actually a shortening of ‘All Hallows’ Eve.’ Just like Christmas Eve is the day be-

fore Christmas, ‘All Hallows’ Eve’ is the day before ‘All Saints’ Day’ on the 1st November. On 

All Hallows’ Eve Christians often prepare by praying or fasting, and worshiping God. 

Today, we hosted a parent coffee morning which was well attended. During this event, our 

Pupil Chaplains spoke to parents about their role and the school’s Catholic life and mission. 

Parents had an opportunity to ask them questions and to look at the ‘Our Catholic Communi-

ty’ page on the school website. We appreciate the support given to the school by our parents 

and carers and this appreciation was shared through the following prayer that was read by 

one of our Pupil Chaplains: 

Heavenly Father, 

We thank you for blessing us with our parents and carers. They show us that we are loved. We 

thank you for all the wisdom, discipline, teaching, and instructions that they have given us. Give 

us the grace, Father, to respond in love, gratitude, and respect toward them for everything they 

have done for us.  

Amen. 

Thank you for your continued understanding and patience whilst the planned 
works continue at St Ursula’s. 3 out of 5 new external gates have been in-
stalled and the new fencing will follow. From looking at the new gates you will 
see that our new boundary fence will be much taller with smaller gaps, provid-
ing greater security for our school site and community. 

Building  work —update  



Celebrating our School Values 
The core values of our school focus on high expectations 

for all learners, developing skills for life, encouraging 

good self-esteem and developing a set of core moral 

values based upon the teachings of Jesus Christ. These 

values are core to every part of our lives and are reflect-

ed in the way that we treat each other, the way that we 

look for every day opportunities to help those in need 

and in the example that we demonstrate to all those we 

meet.  

At St Ursula’s we have our School Value trophies that are 

given out during our weekly Achievement Assembly. 

 

 There is an award for each of our 5 values: 

Faith 

Respect 

Kindness 

Honesty  

Resilience 

These trophies are awarded to different pupils from Re-

ception to Year 6, who have lived out our Gospel Val-

ues. These trophies are taken back to class and dis-

played on our classroom prayer tables.  

This week’s winners — congratulations! 
EYFS & KS1 

Faith: Alexander (Year1) 

Respect: Anya (Year2) 

Kindness:  Ayrton (Reception) 

Honesty: Ronnie (Year 1) 

Resilience: Noah (Year 2) 

“There is a great need in our days for people who know how to 
make a courageous testimony of the moral values taught by the 

Gospel.” Pope Francis 

KS2 

Faith:  Amelia (Year 6) 

Respect: Tiara (Year 3) 

Kindness: Zac (Year4) 

Honesty: Bobby (Year 5)  

Resilience: Ella (Year 6) 

Pope Francis implores us to work together to create a better world for future gener-

ations and asks us to make the necessary changes in our lives in order to take care 

of, respect and value our ‘common home’. If like us, you want to put your faith in 

action and make a difference, we encourage you to attend CAFOD’s ‘Faith in Action: 

Fighting for a better world with CAFOD’ online event taking place on Saturday 18th 

November. Please click on the link below to register: 

Register Link 

If you would like to find out about how St Ursula’s is creating a better world for fu-

ture generations, please click on the following link: 

Laudato Si’ 

What is Laudato Si’? 

In 2015 Pope Francis wrote a letter addressed to every person on the planet, asking us all to protect the earth. Laudato Si ’ is an encycli-
cal written by Pope Francis, it was published on the 18 June 2015. Encyclicals are open letters written by the Pope. 

Laudato Si’ discusses the damage being inflicted on the Earth by humans and calls on ‘every person living on this planet’ to make ur-
gent changes to our lifestyles and how we consume energy in order to protect the planet. 

It deals with many environmental issues including: 

 pollution 

 climate change 

 water 

 loss of biodiversity 

 decline in the quality of human life. 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/faith-in-action-fighting-for-a-better-world-with-cafod-tickets-706636638207?_gl=1*l7ngu2*_ga*MjA2NDQ2OTg4OC4xNjU4MzE4Nzc3*_ga_S7Z01NJESC*MTY5NTYyNzMwMC4yNjYuMC4xNjk1NjI3MzAwLjYwLjAuMA..&j=486354&sfmc_sub=158232320&l=52_HTML&u=75
https://stursulascatholicprimary.co.uk/catholic-life-and-mission/laudato-si



