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HEADTEACHER'S NEWSLETTER .

Dear Parents and Carers,

| hope you had a wonderful half term break with your family. The first week of Autumn Term 2
saw our children celebrate All Saints' Day, a solemn holy day of the Catholic Church celebrat-
ed annually on November 1st. It was great to see so many parents join us in worship at St
Dominic’s Church. Although the weather was miserable, our children brought joy with their
rendition of ‘O When the Saints go marching in".

One of children asked their teacher "Why are we going to Mass when we only went on the
Friday before our break?.” All Saints' Day is a Catholic Holy Day of Obligation, meaning all
Catholics are required to attend Mass on this day. FACT: It was in 835 AD the Roman Catholic
Church made November 1st a Church holiday to honour the saints. This was when the day
started to be called All Saints’ Day.

I'm sure many of you would have been discussing Halloween with your children this week and
some of them may have asked whether Halloween was linked to our faith. | hope the infor-
mation below will help aid you in any future discussions you have:

Today, we hosted a parent coffee morning which was well attended. During this event, our
Pupil Chaplains spoke to parents about their role and the school’s Catholic life and mission.
Parents had an opportunity to ask them questions and to look at the ‘Our Catholic Communi-
ty’ page on the school website. We appreciate the support given to the school by our parents
and carers and this appreciation was shared through the following prayer that was read by
one of our Pupil Chaplains:

Heavenly Father,

We thank you for blessing us with our parents and carers. They show us that we are loved. We

thank you for all the wisdom, discipline, teaching, and instructions that they have given us. Give

us the grace, Father, to respond in love, gratitude, and respect toward them for everything they
have done for us.

Amen.

BUILDING WORK—-UPDATE

Thank you for your continued understanding and patience whilst the planned
works continue at St Ursula’s. 3 out of 5 new external gates have been in-
stalled and the new fencing will follow. From looking at the new gates you will
see that our new boundary fence will be much taller with smaller gaps, provid-
ing greater security for our school site and community.
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Building work
in progress
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A PRAYER FOR NOVEMBER

Our ‘Faith in Action’ pupils (Formerly
known as RE monitors) meet with Mrs
Hall regularly to plan and discuss collec-
tive worship in class. At the start of each
month, a ‘Faith in Action’ pupil is chosen
to write a prayer. November's prayer is

written by
Tiliyah, Year 5:

Dear Lord Jesus,

Please bless those who are in trouble
and living in war zones such as Gaza
and Israel. Let us be thankful that we
have our family around us and that we
are living in peace. Let those surrounded
by violence remember the Holy Spirit is
always in their heart to give them

strength.

Amen

CHILDREN"S RIGHTS"

Mr Birbeck spoke to Reception and
KS1 about Article 3 — Best Interests
of the Child: The best interest of
the child must be a top priority for

every decision made.

Mr Hill spoke to KS2 about Article

29- Goals of education: Education

must develop ever?{ child’s personali-
it

ty, talents and abi

ies to the full. It

must encourage the child’s respect for
human rights, as well as respect for
their parents, their own and other cul-

tures, and the environment.
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CELEBRATING OUR SCHOOL VALUES

The core values of our school focus on high expectations
for all learners, developing skills for life, encouraging
good self-esteem and developing a set of core moral

values based upon the teachings of Jesus Christ. These
values are core to every part of our lives and are reflect-
ed in the way that we treat each other, the way that we
look for every day opportunities to help those in need
and in the example that we demonstrate to all those we
meet.

At St Ursula’s we have our School Value trophies that are
given out during our weekly Achievement Assembly.

THIS WEER'S WINNERS — CONGRATULATIONS|

There is an award for each of our 5 values: EYFS & KST KS2
Faitiv
Respect
K inowess
Howesty
Restlience
These trophies are awarded to different pupils from Re-
ception to Year 6, who have lived out our Gospel Val-

ues. These trophies are taken back to class and dis-
played on our classroom prayer tables.

e il 2 Home

Pope Francis implores us to work together to create a better world for future gener-
ations and asks us to make the necessary changes in our lives in order to take care |
of, respect and value our ‘common home'. If like us, you want to put your faith in
action and make a difference, we encourage you to attend CAFOD's ‘Faith in Action:
Fighting for a better world with CAFOD'’ online event taking place on Saturday 18™
November. Please click on the link below to register: ‘

Register Link

If you would like to find out about how St Ursula’s is creating a better world for fu-
ture generations, please click on the following link:

Faith: Alexander (Year?) Faith: Amelia (Year 6)
Respect: Anya (Year2) Respect: Tiara (Year 3)
Kindness: Ayrton (Reception) Kindness: Zac (Year4)
Honesty: Ronnie (Year 1) Honesty: Bobby (Year 5)

Resilience: Noah (Year 2) Resilience: Ella (Year 6)

ssi Faith in Action
online event

Laudato SI’
What is Laudato Si?

In 2015 Pope Francis wrote a letter addressed to every person on the planet, asking us all to protect the earth. Laudato Si* is an encycli-
cal written by Pope Francis, it was published on the 18 June 2015. Encyclicals are open letters written by the Pope.

Laudato Si' discusses the damage being inflicted on the Earth by humans and calls on ‘every person living on this planet’ to make ur-
gent changes to our lifestyles and how we consume energy in order to protect the planet.

It deals with many environmental issues including:

U pollution

° climate change

° water

° loss of biodiversity

] decline in the quality of human life.



https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/faith-in-action-fighting-for-a-better-world-with-cafod-tickets-706636638207?_gl=1*l7ngu2*_ga*MjA2NDQ2OTg4OC4xNjU4MzE4Nzc3*_ga_S7Z01NJESC*MTY5NTYyNzMwMC4yNjYuMC4xNjk1NjI3MzAwLjYwLjAuMA..&j=486354&sfmc_sub=158232320&l=52_HTML&u=75
https://stursulascatholicprimary.co.uk/catholic-life-and-mission/laudato-si
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At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel
itis noeded. This guide focuses on one of many apps which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit nationalcollege.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.
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In/October;2022/the é'r'\érmously‘\egpular socialimedia networkjTwitter,was purchased by tech tycoor‘\
Elon Musk:That sparked a host of changes,to the platform =inot allwhich have been received
positively,by,its fans. The alterations have continued with'each pcs_sig;g‘month, many of them’

raising online safety conc'e[n;'?xmong the 530 million users of Twitter,(now rebranded as
simplyX). With further adjustments report?dl?iﬁthe pipeline, ;)('ﬁasféttrocted more

than its/usual’share of controversy.and caution in recent times.
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LIMITED REPORTING
FEATURES

X offers a premium me rehip,
with some functionality (such as
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A BLOCK ON
BLOCKING

X has announced plans to remove
its blocking feature, Previously, this

sers from controlling who can view and reply to
;'&%gm o.: :ondln ou diroc" your posi% increasingly being made
messages, while olso% ing their Oxgl:cslwu to !:!ou who p'ay the
rosks from your feed. o:vlym.ls latter subscription “ﬁ::v«u Erre
unction will now remain, commentators e speculated that
decision has been criticised by X could one day become an
some ers, who feel th exclusively paid-for service, with
blocking (in its current form access to accounts being revoked
protects them from X users who for anyone unwilling or unable to
promote denial and hatred”. take out a subscription,
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VERIFICATION FOR
SALE

Historically, Twitter's moderators

] L)

=

_-aglab

CONTENT v

Many of X's less age-a ate / granted account verification:
posts can ho(urr cnytﬁsmm certifying someone as authentic by
extreme vasm. views ~ placing a blue tick next to their

5 accoun username. One of X's earliest

murkoogd as 18+ are restricted from
non-members, it's still fairly easy to

-

changes was to place verification

behind a ; this caused the
stumble across this material ‘ number of celebrity impersonators
accidentally. X’s new ‘For You' e and istinguish
also shows content from aocoupr?tg ‘ ? e ris: s miv:f?uvenc:?gom a d
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PROTECT PRIVACY STAY ALERT FOR IMPOSTERS

Unsavoury characters may try to gain access to

| DONT RISE TO THE BAIT

To gain more views and followers, some X
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Make sure your child understands that X's blue ticks

a young person’s X account - either to view their users post deliberately inflammatory comments no longer guarantee the bdonmy of anyone on the
posts and gather information on them, or to ~ on sensitive topics such as race, sexual orientation platform. While it might be exciting if a celebrity liked
completely take control of it. To minimise risk, ensure o and gondot issues. Many z'oung people could find this your child’s post, it could just as easily be an imposter
the account has a strong password and enable the L upsetting. Emphasise that, if your child encounters with malicious intentions. if your child’s not 100% sure

‘Protect Your Posts' feature (via the account
settings), so that strangers can’t view your child's
posts without first being approved as a follower,

ONLY FOLLOW TRUSTED ACCOUNTS

Using the ‘Following' tab on X helps to ensure that the only content
(our child sees has come from accounts they've chosen to follow:

his should reduce the chance of them Inodvortontlr being exposed
to harmtul, violent or oxrllclt content, Show your child how to report
another user's account if, say, they’re behaving inappropriately by
spreading misinformation or offensive opinions.
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Lioyd Coomites is Editor in Chiel of garming and esports ite GGR of hets
wotked in the gaming me or erouned four yoars, Always oc pET out the
lotost apps, games and online trends, he's also o parent who understarnds the

impattance of online safe shout e h and fitne

L hisarticles
Bave Boon publisbed on influenticl stes including IGN and TechRad o

someone spreading hate on X, it's best not to give
that person what they want: an argument. ignore
them, mute their account and move on.

that an X user actually is who they claim to be, advise
them to err on the side of caution and avoid
interacting with that account.

BEREADYTO TAKEACTION

It your child sulfers harassment on the platform or becomes

the target of a hack, you could consider deactivating their account -
entirely. Recently, X's safety features have been criticised for ullogodl(
loilInF to protect users’ wellbeing - so if your child is being subjected to
abusive messages or similar mistreatment on the platform, it might be

prudent to remove them from X altogether.
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Users of this guide do =0 at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 01112023




