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Timeline of key events

1914

4™ August Britain declared war on Germany

27" Oct - First 6 FANYs arrived in France, but the British wouldn't use them.

Oct-Nov: First Battle of Ypres — Britain lost 50,000 troops but held Ypres

1915

Hill 60: British tunnellers placed 5 mines under the hill and blew the top off.

Second Battle of Ypres - First time the Germans used chlorine gas

Nurses started working at the Advanced and Main Dressing Stations

Key people

Harvey Cushing Neurosurgeon who developed new procedures for brain injuries e.g.
magnets and local anaesthetic.

Harold Gillies Plastic surgeon who worked on facial reconstruction.

Oswald Hope Stored 22 units of universal blood using citrate glucose solution and

Robertson saved 11 of 20 men.

Geoffrey Keynes

Designed a portable blood transfusion kit with a device to prevent
clotting.

Rous & Turner

Added citrate glucose solution to store blood for 4 weeks.

1916

Jan — The British started using FANYs as ambulance drivers — first females

Battle of the Somme — on the first day there were 57,000 British casualties.

Arras tunnelling — The British built 2.5 miles of tunnels in 5 months — there were
25,000 men stationed underground with electric lights, running water, a railway &
a hospital.

Hugh Owens Thomas

Invented the Thomas Splint, promoted by Colonel Robert Jones in WWI,

increasing the survival rate for leg injuries from 20% to 82%.

The Chain of Evacuation
The method used to evacuate injured
soldiers from the front line.

2. Advanced/Main Dressing Station
(ADS/MDS) kept wounded for 1
week

3. Casualty Clearing Station (CCS) -
friaged patients, some operations

1. Regimental Aid Post (RAP) — first aid!

4. Base Hospital — near coast, freated |
wounded until return to war/home ¥

1917

Battle of Arras — The British advanced only 8 miles but with 160,000 casualties

Third Battle of Ypres (Passchendaele) — British moved 7 miles with 245,000
casualties. In the CCS there were 379 doctors, 502 nurses and they operated on
30% of men.

Battle of Cambrai — First large scale use of tanks (500), Oswald Hope Robinson
stored 22 units of universal blood and saved 11/20 wounded men.

1918

11 Nov — armistice was signed ending WWI

Key terms

Ambulance

Horse-drawn and motor ambulances were used, both had problems.

Arillery

Large guns which fired shells (metal shells filled with explosives).

Aseptic surgery

Surgery where microbes are prevented from getting into a wound in
the first place. By 1900 all surgery was aseptic using sterilisation.

BEF

The British Expeditionary Force — The professional British army.
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FANY

First Aid Nursing Yeomanry was the first women'’s voluntary
organisation fo send women to the Western Front.

Field Ambulance

A mobile front line medical unit (not the same as an ambulance)

Gas attacks Chlorine and Phosgene gas caused suffocation, mustard gas caused
blistering. 6000 soldiers died from gas attacks
Gas gangrene An infection which causes gas in gangrenous (dead) wounds.

Mobile X-ray units

There were 6 on the Western Front, a van with a tent attached.

RAMC

Royal Army Medical Corps - a specialist corps in the British Army
which provides medical services to army personnel.

Shellshock Now known as PTSD, caused tiredness, nightmares, loss of speech.
80,000 troops affected.
Shrapnel Fragments of a shell or other object thrown out by an explosion.

Trench fever

Caused flu-like symptoms, affected 500,000 men, caused by lice.

Trench foot

Painful swelling caused by standing in cold water, caused gangrene.

Trench warfare

A type of combat where troops fight in frenches facing each other.




