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Teen sexting is all a way of magnifying girls' fantasies of being a star of their 

own movies, and boys locked in a room bragging about sexual conquest. It's 

a perfect storm of technology and hormones.  

Lori Andrews, Institute for Science, Law and Technology Chicago cited in Burleigh, 2013. 

 

 

 60% of teenagers have been asked for sexual images of themselves. 

(NSPCC/ChildLine. 2013) 

 25% of children as young as 10 years old partaking in sexting.  (Dr 

Maureen Griffin cited in Sheehy. 2014) 

 44% of teens say sexts are commonly shared amongst third parties. 

(CosmoGirl. 2008) 

 50% of sexting may be coercive with twice as many girls than boys being 

affected. (Englander. 2012) 

 44% of boys have seen sexual images of girls in their school. (Parry 

Aftab, an internet security expert cited in Celizic. 2009) 

 15% of boys have disseminated sexts on breaking up with their partners. 

(Parry Aftab, an internet security expert cited in Celizic. 2009) 

 6% of sexters are pressured by unknown strangers online. (Englander. 

2012) 

 Girls are more likely to sext in response to above pressure. (Englander. 

2012) 

 86% of sexters report to being sexually active. (Englander. 2012) 

 57% of non-sexters report to being sexually active. (Englander. 2012) 
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Teenager’s inquisitive nature places them at the forefront of new 

technologies, pushes their boundaries, facilitating self-exploration and the 

freedom that these social and media platforms bring.  

Jaishankar, 2011 cited in Agustina, 2012 pg. 1046. 
 

 

 21% of children have seen sexual images in the past 12 months 

online or offline. (Net Children Go Mobile. O’Neill & Dinh 2014) 

 20% of children have been bothered by something on the internet in 

the past 12 months. (Net Children Go Mobile. O’Neill & Dinh 2014) 

 4% of children aged 11-12 say that they have received sexual 

messages in the past 12 months. (Net Children Go Mobile. O’Neill & 

Dinh 2014) 

 10% of children aged 13-14 say that they have received sexual 

messages in the past 12 months. (Net Children Go Mobile. O’Neill & 

Dinh 2014) 

 22% of children aged 15-16 say that they have received sexual 

messages in the past 12 months. (Net Children Go Mobile. O’Neill & 

Dinh 2014) 

 Seeing sexual images is more common among boys and older 

teenagers. Younger children and girls are more likely to be upset by 

what they come across. 
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Vulnerable young girls are being pressurised into sharing images, which 

can then be used in an exploitative way. These intimate images can have 

a severe impact on those involved for the rest of their lives. 

Mark O’Regan, Leonie O’Dowd. DRCC. Independent.ie Sept 2014. 

 

 

 13% of Irish 13-14 year olds maintain they have been bullied on social 

networking sites in the past twelve months. (O’Neill & Dinh, 2014) 

 10% of victims will inform a parent or trusted adult of their abuse. 

(Dosomething.org) 

 Girls are more likely to become the victim or perpetrator of cyber bullying  

(Dosomething.org) 

 13% of 12-15 year old girls say they have been bullied online in the past 

year. (Ofcom, 2012). 

 5% of 12-15 year old boys say they have been bullied online in the past 

year. (Ofcom, 2012). 

 Young people who have been the target of digital bullying are twice as 

likely to report having received treatment from a mental health 

professional, 13% to 6%. (Associated Press & MTV. 2009) 

 Young people who have been the target of digital bullying are nearly 

three times more likely to have considered dropping out of school, 11% 

to 4%. (Associated Press & MTV. 2009) 
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 12% of sexters have considered ending their own life in the past year 

compared to 3% of people who have not been bullied and are not 

involved in sexting. (Associated Press & MTV. 2009) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


