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St. Andrew’s C.E. Primary School

History Policy

September 2026
SCHOOL MOTTO:

Respect, Achievement, Fun.
MISSION STATEMENT:

“Shine like stars.” Philippians 2:15

At St Andrew’s we want our children to have the brightest futures, each one nurtured individually to be a shining light with their own unique twinkle. We encourage our children to have high aspirations and to always try their best, knowing that they are at the centre of everything we do.  We teach one another to have respect, to achieve and to have fun. We help our children to understand that with trust, compassion, friendship and forgiveness they can shine.  Our vision draws inspiration from Philippians 2:15-16 (NCV) 'Then you will shine like stars in the dark world.' This vision is based on all members of the school community showing God’s light to others through our character, our conduct, our actions and our words.
	Introduction

This policy document reflects the aims, values and philosophy of the school. The policy sets out the framework within which the whole staff operates and provides information on the strategies for the assessment of pupils' work, the records which are kept and the ways in which reports on pupils' performance are made
The Governing Body, Headteacher, History Co-ordinator and individual teachers have particular roles and responsibilities in relation to the implementation of this policy.  These include the evaluation of how effective the teaching of the different elements of the curriculum has been and the identification of any necessary modifications  


Aims and objectives

At St Andrew’s, the aim of history teaching is to stimulate the children’s interest and develop their understanding about the past, both in Britain and the wider world. Pupils consider how the past influences the present, what past societies were like, and how beliefs and cultures influenced people’s actions. Such studies should help the children to understand more about themselves as individuals and members of society.

The objectives of teaching history in our school are:

· to foster in children an interest in the past, and to develop an understanding that enables them to enjoy all that history has to offer; 

· to enable children to know about significant events in British history, and to appreciate how things have changed over time;

· to develop a sense of chronology; to have some knowledge and understanding of historical development in the wider world; 

· to help children understand society and their place within it, so that they develop a sense of their cultural heritage; 

· to develop in children the skills of enquiry, investigation, analysis, evaluation and presentation

Teaching and Learning

At St Andrew’s we have a skills-based curriculum which, while retaining many popular areas of study (e.g. Egyptians, Romans, Tudors etc) enabling a more creative, cross-curricular approach. 

Learning style

History teaching focuses on enabling children to think as historians. We recognise the importance of examining historical artefacts and primary sources. In each key stage we give children the opportunity to visit sites of historical significance, regarding this as an important way of stimulating interest in the past. We encourage visitors to come into school to deliver workshops or share expertise of a particular area. We recognise and value the importance of stories in history teaching. We focus on helping children understand that historical events can be interpreted in different ways, and that they should always ask searching questions, such as “ How do we know?”, about information they are given.
Foundation Stage

We teach history in Foundation Stage as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. We relate historical aspects of the children’s work to the Early Years Goals set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage which underpin the

curriculum for children 0 to 5.

History makes a significant contribution to the development of each child’s

Knowledge and Understanding of the World.

We provide activities such as examining photos of themselves at birth and looking for change over time, using stories that introduce a sense of time and people from the past, comparing artefacts from different times e.g. teddies, and making the most of opportunities to value children’s histories from their own and other cultures.

Key stage 1

In Key Stage 1, history is about beginning to understand the concepts of past, present and future and developing an understanding of their own and their families past. Children:

•
learn about their own and other people’s lives and lifestyles by finding out about significant people and events from the past;

•
listen to and respond to stories and use sources of information to help them ask and answer questions;

•
learn how the past is different from the present

Key Stage 2
In Key Stage 2, history is about developing knowledge, skills and understanding of significant people, events and places from both the recent and more distant past. Children:

· learn about change and continuity in their own area, in Britain and in other parts of the world; 

· look at history in a variety of ways e.g. from political, economic, technological, scientific, social, religious, cultural or aesthetic perspectives; 

· use different sources of information to help them investigate the past, using dates and historical vocabulary to describe events, people and developments

· learn that the past can be represented and interpreted in different ways.

Cross Curricula Opportunities

Literacy

History contributes to the teaching of English in our school by actively promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Some of the texts that we use in Literacy Lessons are also historical in nature and we take the opportunity of combining history and literacy when appropriate in writing tasks.

Mathematics 

The teaching of history in our school contributes to children's mathematical understanding in a variety of ways. Children learn to use numbers when developing a sense of chronology through activities such as creating time –lines and through sequencing events in their own lives. 

PSHE

 History contributes to the teaching of PSHE. Debate and discussion are a valued means of teaching and learning. We help children to develop their knowledge and understanding of different cultures, so that they learn to avoid stereotyping other people, and acquire a positive attitude towards others. 

Spiritual and moral development

 In our teaching of history at St. Andrew’s we contribute where possible to the children’s spiritual development. History contributes to the children’s appreciation of what is right and wrong by raising many moral questions 

ICT
Information and communication technology enhances our teaching of history wherever appropriate. This meets the statutory requirement for children to use ICT as part of their history work in Key Stage 2. Children use ICT to enhance their skills at presenting information through PowerPoint and in presenting written work with illustrations. They research information through the Internet.

History and inclusion 

At St Andrew’s we teach history to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. History implements the school curriculum policy of providing a broad and balanced education to all children. Through our history teaching we provide learning opportunities that match the needs of children with learning difficulties, and we take into account the targets set for individual children in their Individual Education Plans. We endeavour to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those with disabilities, those with special gifts and talents, and those learning English as an additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this.


We enable all pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning history. Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom, such as a visit to a museum or historical site, we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils.
Assessment for learning

Children demonstrate their ability in history in a variety of different ways. Children might, for example, dress up in costumes from different historical periods or act out a famous historical event. Pupils might produce a PowerPoint presentation based on their investigations.  Teachers will assess children’s work by making informal judgements during lessons. On completion of a piece of work, the teacher assesses the work and uses this information to plan future learning. Written or verbal feedback is given to the child to help guide his or her progress. Older children are encouraged to make judgements about how they can improve their own work.

Summative Assessment

Once the children complete a piece of work, it is marked and feedback given as appropriate. Once a topic has been completed, a summary judgement of the work of each pupil in relation to the National Curriculum levels of attainment is made. This information is passed to the next class teacher at the end of the year to ensure future progression and achievement.
Reporting

Parent’s will be informed of their children’ progress in History on the annual report.

Monitoring and review

The subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standard of the children’s work and the quality of teaching in history. The subject leader is also responsible for supporting colleagues in their teaching, for being informed about current developments in the subject, and for providing a lead and direction for history in the school. 
This policy was written by the History co-ordinator and will be reviewed annually.
