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Values we want for our school community:

1. High expectation to achieve and have positive aspirations (promote self-esteem)
1. Respect leading to tolerance and acceptance of self and others, free from bullying
1. Communication, consistency and working together

Introduction

At St. Andrews we truly believe that Mathematics is fun and accessible to all. It is a skill which is essential to daily living and is a gateway to further opportunities in life.
As stated by the Department of Education’s Mathematics Programme of Study:

‘Mathematics is a creative and highly inter-connected discipline that has been developed over centuries, providing the solution to some of history’s most intriguing problems. It is essential to everyday life, critical to science, technology and engineering, and necessary for financial literacy and most forms of employment. A high-quality mathematics education therefore provides a foundation for understanding the world, the ability to reason mathematically, an appreciation of the beauty and power of mathematics, and a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about the subject.’





Aims

We believe that the teaching of Mathematics at St. Andrews should contribute to the acquisition of life-long skills and promote enjoyment and enthusiasm for learning through practical activity, exploration and discussion.
Through our provision we aim that children:
· will be able to apply their mathematical knowledge to solve problems, including those with real-life contexts, by choosing the appropriate operations 
· will be able to estimate the approximate size of the answer to check the reasonableness of their calculations 
· will leave primary school with an efficient, reliable, compact written method of calculation for each operation which supports their understanding of place value
· will develop a range of mental calculations strategies, aided by informal jottings where necessary
· will be confident in the fundamentals of maths and be able to reason mathematically
· understand the importance of mathematical skills in everyday life
Our school aspirations are grounded in the National Curriculum for Mathematics which states:
‘The national curriculum for mathematics aims to ensure that all pupils: 
· become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied and frequent practice with increasingly complex problems over time, so that pupils develop conceptual understanding and the ability to recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately. 
· reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships and generalisations, and developing an argument, justification or proof using mathematical language 
· can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and non-routine problems with increasing sophistication, including breaking down problems into a series of simpler steps and persevering in seeking solutions.’


Curriculum

The school adheres to the National Curriculum for Mathematics Programmes of Study. The long-term plans (programmes of study) are organised into different strands but pupils are taught to make connections across mathematical ideas to develop fluency, mathematical reasoning and competence in solving increasingly varied problems. 
Our medium-term mathematics plans give details of the main teaching objectives for each term. They ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of work across each term , ensuring coverage and progression for al pupils.
Our short-term planning follows five key principles. They are:
· a dedicated maths lesson every day
· direct, instructive, inductive, applicable, exploratory and reflective teaching with the whole class and groups
· emphasis on mental calculation to develop confidence and skill
· work matched to ability enabling access to all
· assessment by all to evaluate, address and understand next steps
The school has high expectations of pupil progress. This is evident in the setting of targets in the Mathematics curriculum. Throughout all year groups pupils are made aware of their current level of attainment, in all strands, and the concepts or skills they need to grasp or demonstrate in order to progress to the next challenge.

Cross Curricular Links

Mathematics holds a high profile at St. Andrews with the exciting Maths Days which are planned in throughout the year on the school calendar. These promote the application of mathematical learning in real life contexts.

Cross curricular links are encouraged at every opportunity including RE with patterns and use of numbers and measurements; Art where symmetry is used etc. It is also expected that pupils should apply their mathematical knowledge to science and other subjects.

Assessment, Recording and Reporting

Assessment in mathematics is viewed as an essential part of outstanding learning at the school. Learning Intentions and steps to success are shared with the children in every lesson. Children are provided with opportunities for self/peer-assessment and improvement. Marking is developmental and children are provided with next steps to extend their learning. Targets are set with and for pupils. Teachers monitor the acquisition of skills, knowledge and understanding through appropriate teacher intervention, observations and discussions with groups and individuals.

Pupils are assessed through more formal testing termly. This data is recorded and tracked to ensure progress and development for each individual.

This Policy will be reviewed, modified and developed in accordance with the needs of the school and statutory requirements annually.
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SCHOOL MOTTO:   Respect, Achievement, Fun.   MISSION STATEMENT:   “Shine like stars.” Philippians 2:15   At St Andrew’s we want our children to have the brightest futures, each one nurtured  individually to be a shining light with their own unique twinkle. We encourage our  children to have high aspirations and to always try their best, knowing that they are at   the centre of everything we do.  We teach one another to have respect, to achieve and  to have fun. We help our children to understand that with trust, compassion, friendship  and forgiveness they can shine.  Our vision draws inspiration from Philippians 2: 15 - 16  (NCV) 'Then you will shine like stars in the dark world.' This vision is based on all  members of the school community showing God’s light to others through our character,  our conduct, our actions and our words.   


