[image: image1.emf]SCHOOL MOTTO:   Respect, Achievement, Fun.   MISSION STATEMENT:   “Shine like stars.” Philippians 2:15   At St Andrew’s we want our children to have the brightest futures, each one nurtured  individually to be a shining light with their own unique twinkle. We encourage our  children to have high aspirations and to always try their best, knowing that they are at   the centre of everything we do.  We teach one another to have respect, to achieve and  to have fun. We help our children to understand that with trust, compassion, friendship  and forgiveness they can shine.  Our vision draws inspiration from Philippians 2: 15 - 16  (NCV) 'Then you will shine like stars in the dark world.' This vision is based on all  members of the school community showing God’s light to others through our character,  our conduct, our actions and our words.   
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INTRODUCTION

Music influences many aspects of our lives, reflecting the customs and beliefs of communities.

At St Andrews we hope that by learning about the music from different times and cultures, and listening and participating in musical activities, pupils will enjoy this subject and make sense of this unique form of communication.

AIMS 

At St Andrew’s, we aim to offer every child the opportunity to develop aesthetically, and to enjoy making and listening to many different types of music.  We will encourage the children to respond to music, expressing themselves using this special form of interaction, and improving their language skills through musical activities, working collaboratively.  Children will also gain understanding of music from the past, other cultures and places, along with an insight into why music is written, and its effects on us as individuals.

CURRICULUM CONTENT

The content of the curriculum at St Andrews is determined by the National Curriculum for Music, which forms the basis for the school’s scheme of work, and the Early Learning Goals (Creative Development) for the Foundation Stage. 
Foundation Stage Pupils will recognise and explore how sounds can be changed, sing simple songs from memory, recognise repeated sound patterns and match movements to music.  They will also respond to sounds that they hear, using their imagination and expressing and communicating their ideas, thoughts and feelings. 

· Key Stage 1 Pupils will listen carefully and respond physically to a wide range of music.  They will play musical instruments and sing a variety of songs from memory, adding accompaniments and creating short compositions with increasing confidence, imagination and control.  They will explore and enjoy how sounds and silence can create different moods and effects.  (Attainment levels 1 - 3 are relevant to KS1.)

· Key Stage 2 Pupils will sing songs and play instruments with increasing confidence and skill, expression and awareness of their own contribution to a group or class performance.  They will improvise and develop their own musical compositions in response to a variety of different stimuli with increasing personal involvement, independence and creativity.  They will explore their thoughts and feelings through responding physically, intellectually and emotionally to a variety of music from different times and cultures.   (Attainment levels 2 - 5 are relevant to KS2.)

PLANNING

The key skills and concepts the pupils will experience are included in the medium term plans, with each lesson featuring in the weekly plan. Where possible, units and key elements will be linked.  This will enable the children to develop and make progression in terms of the skills needed to study Music, and musical understanding and knowledge.

TEACHING METHODS

A variety of teaching methods will be used to teach Music at St. Andrew’s.  Class or large group activities (including the use of Video, audio and radio programs) may be used to introduce children to the desired outcomes.  Children may also work in smaller groups, pairs or individually in order to practice and demonstrate their skills.  As stated in the Key Skills, pupils will also be encouraged to communicate their ideas to others in many ways, including performances (using computers/ipads where possible), discussions, and working with others.

ORGANISATION AND RESOURCES

Each classroom is resourced with teaching books relevant to each age range.  Resources are also kept centrally in the music room, with an instrument trolley in the music room. 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

At St Andrew’s, all children have equal access to the learning opportunities music has to offer. Teachers take into account the unequal starting points some children may have when learning new songs and rhymes.  All the children in years 3-6 are offered free keyboard and guitar lessons.
GIFTED, ABLE AND TALENTED

Pupils who are already involved in instrument tuition or singing have been identified and their gifts and talents are celebrated and used within lessons.

ASSESSMENT AND RECORDING

Assessment in Music is a continuous process, enabling teachers to plan appropriate tasks and activities.  The children will be observed in different contexts in order for judgements to be made.  Evidence of pupils' attainment will be collected in a variety of ways, including:

1. Observation

2. Listening and discussion

3. Assessing compositions produced 

4. Recording performances using ICT

HEALTH AND SAFETY

Issues contained in the health and safety policy will be followed when this subject is affected (e.g. When going on sound walks or playing musical instruments) 

HOMEWORK

Occasionally children will be encouraged to practice skills at home, or perhaps use friends and family as a resource for musical enquiry.

REVIEW AND DEVELOPMENT 

The subject leader for Music and the Headteacher will oversee the assessment arrangements and planning for each year group.  Priorities for staff development and training will also be addressed.   This policy will be reviewed, modified or developed in accordance with the needs of the school and statutory requirements.

3

