
Art the St Anne’s Way

‘Every child is an artist’- Picasso 



National curriculum

Art, craft and design embody some of the highest forms of human creativity. 

A high-quality art and design education should engage, inspire and challenge

pupils, equipping them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and 

create their own works of art, craft and design.

. As pupils progress, they should be able to think critically and develop a more 

rigorous understanding of art and design.

They should also know how art and design both reflect and shape our history, and 

contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation.



Vision
We aim to provide our children with the 

opportunity to develop their creative skills. Our 

approach to art is to allow children to practice 

self-discipline, self-reflection, commitment and 

work ethic. We aim to provide children the 

understanding and confidence to discuss great 

art and artists in detail sharing their own opinion 

and reasoning as well as the techniques that the 

artist used. The result is children who, not only 

have a secure educational foundation, but also 

have the ability to think outside the box and 

channel their creativity, enabling them to succeed 

in this rapidly changing world.

Vocabulary: Each topic is bursting with rich vocabulary 

to broaden the children’s understanding of the topics 

they are studying. At St Anne’s we place great 

importance on the use correct technical vocabulary. 

Concepts

Our concept led curriculum allows the 

children opportunity to begin to 

develop key art skills such as drawing, 

painting, sculpture and other medias 

inspired by artists. 

Design: Our Art and design curriculum 

is knowledge and skills based and 

vocabulary rich, which enables our 

children to leave school inspired by a 

range of artists, designers and creators. 

Throughout their learning, the children 

are encouraged to think creatively and 

discuss their ideas as well as working 

cooperatively to develop their skills and 

evaluating the own work.



Pupil voice



Intent

At St Anne’s RC Primary school, we strive to provide our children with the confidence, knowledge and skills to create and 
discuss various art forms. We aim to provide children opportunities to explore, experiment and create different forms of art 
and design. We hope to inspire them to explore their own creative and innovative ideas within art and design based on the 
knowledge and skills they have gained and to become creative citizens. We aim to allow children freedom within their art 
work to explore and express their own ideas to promote their individual liberty. Each unit of work, which is linked to their 
learning topic and provides children with the opportunity to learn new skills and build on prior learning.

Our art curriculum is taught based on the National curriculum 2014. We offer a broad range of art forms throughout 
children’s school experience, and have planned for each art form to be visited at least twice. This is so that children are able
to build upon their prior knowledge and progress their confidence and skills within this specific art form.

We focus specifically on 
● Children’s ability to come up with their own ideas
● Children’s ability to understand and execute skills to create a desired effect
● Children’s ability to evaluate their own and other pieces of work in a constructive way
● Children’s knowledge of the unit and key artists



Intent
In order to allow children to come up with their ideas, units begin with an opportunity for children to explore what is out there. The children will 
always focus on a specific skill as well as an Artist. Art is taught in a way that children are able to explore and experiment with different media in order 
to make their own discoveries. 

We introduce and revisit different media throughout the key stages so that children are able to master the skills of each media as they move through 
school. After being able to explore different media, children will be guided and taught specific skills to create desired effects. These skills are 
progressive throughout the school and will allow children the opportunity to practise and perfect these skills. These skills will be practised in a very 
hands-on way in order for children to gain an understanding of the effects they are able to create.

At St Annes, we focus specifically on the skill of drawing. We have identified that drawing skills create the basis for most other art forms and therefore 
felt that it was important to provide our children with an extensive drawing roadmap throughout school. Each year the group will cover a unit on 
drawing. Drawing is progressive throughout the school as a new media or skill will be introduced for each year group.

It is important for us that children gain a knowledge of art literacy in order for them to gain confidence in discussing and evaluating pieces of art. 
Children will be taught key language about the key elements of colour, tone/form, line/shape and patterns/texture. The vocabulary taught progresses 
through the school in order to provide a breadth of vocabulary in Art. This will allow children to be able to confidently discuss these elements when 
evaluating works of art. We aim for our children to be able to evaluate in a constructive way and have the knowledge to be able to set their own, and 
their peers' next steps. This evaluation process has a clear code of conduct to support the Rule of Law in order for our children to feel safe when 
sharing their opinions.

We teach our children about great artists, creators and designers in order for them to understand and experience key moments within the history of 
art. These artist’s are used to drive children’s interest in art and to see how art is an expression of oneself and inspire every student to explore their 
own personal creative identity. By focusing on these artists, children are given the opportunity to compare and contrast the key elements which 
artists have used. We have focused on artists and topics from a diverse range of backgrounds and countries to ensure that our children can see 
themselves in the art no matter what their background may be. This encourages children to respect and be tolerant of other cultures.



Units of work

Each of our Art units, has been created using the National Curriculum objectives 

as well as focusing on specific skills  inspired by Artists and designers. 

Our main three areas that children will cover include drawing, painting and 

sculpture. Children will also look at other medias throughout their time at St 

Anne’s.

During every unit, the children will have a chance to develop the skill of drawing.

Each unit of work we try to link with the topics covered in that half term.  





Concepts

● The ability for children to develop themselves as effective independent and interdependent learners, allowing 
them to develop their own creative ideas through various starting points in the curriculum.

● The mastery of techniques such as: drawing, painting, collage, sculpture.

● To be able to take inspiration from the greats (classic and modern).



EYFS

In EYFS, children are given the opportunity to learn new skills such as drawing, 

painting and sculpture each half term in focused group activities linked with their 

topic. Children also learn about artists and designers and have the opportunity to 

experiment with different medias. In continuous provision, children are able to 

revisit Art skills in their environment. 



KS1

In KS1 children begin to develop their drawing skills by focusing on drawing 

different shapes and lines. They also focus on mixing colours and creating 

different tints and shades. The children also have the opportunity to use a range of 

different medias to experiment with in Art.

Each unit focuses on a range of different artists from different cultures and 

backgrounds. 



KS2

In KS2, the children continue to develop their drawing, painting and sculpture skills 

from KS1. They also begin to look at different medias including clay, textiles and 

other medias. 

In KS2, they will also begin to become more independent learners who take 

inspiration from a range of classic and modern artists while also being able to 

reflect on their work. 



Approach to teaching

We aim to provide our children with the opportunity to develop their creative skills. All pupils’ 
access direct art teaching and this learning makes links to other areas of learning. Children 
benefit from a range of art opportunities including drawing, painting, photography, sculpture, 
collage and textiles.

Our approach to art is to allow children to practice self-discipline, self-reflection, commitment 
and work ethic. We aim to provide children the understanding and confidence to discuss great 
art and artists in detail sharing their own opinion and reasoning as well as the techniques that 
the artist used. The result is children who, not only have a secure educational foundation, but 
also have the ability to think outside the box and channel their creativity, enabling them to 
succeed in this rapidly changing world.



Link with English and Maths

● Drawing 2-D and 3-D shapes

● Art units are where possible linked to a text

● Children will often reflect on their work in written form where 

possible



Year group overview example



Progression of skills example 



Example of medium term plan 











Cultural Capital

Children will learn about key artists and designers as well as developing their 

drawing, painting, sculpture and other media skills.

They will also experience the following:

● Possible trips to Art galleries 

● Working with the in-house artist

● Workshops

● Be apart of the school gallery event 



Enrichment opportunities

At St Anne’s, we provide children with the opportunity to visit Art galleries such as 

Manchester Art Gallery, Whitworth Art gallery and the Lowry Art Gallery.

Children also get the opportunity to work with specialist that come into school to 

do workshops with the children. 



Impact

At the end of each unit, the children will have built on their skills such as painting, drawing and sculpture which will be 

evidenced in their sketchbooks. Children will also have a better knowledge and understanding of the skill they have learnt 

as well as the procedures within their skill. During the unit, they will have engaged with Artists, creators and designers and 

should have a better understanding of their work. 

At the end of the children’s time at St Anne’s RC Primary School, they will have been exposed to a range of Artists, 

designers and creators who may inspire them in their future education. The children will have a good understanding of 

different media such as painting, drawing and sculpture which should allow them to continue to progress in Art throughout 

their education. 



Assessment 

We assess:

Ideas- imagination, developing ideas, using their sketchbooks to explore these.

Making- using their knowledge of materials, exploring different way to use materials, 
following processes for drawing/painting/sculpture etc.

Evaluating- connecting their previous experiences, observing the effects of their choices, 
making choices with purpose and intention.

Knowledge- of materials, great artists

We assess this through using the sketchbooks and displays to show the progression of 
learning. 



Support 

Staff

National curriculum

Website 

Subscription to Access Art

Medium term plans

Subject leader

Knowledge and Artist organiser

Parents/Guardians

BBC bitesize

Website 



Display outcomes



What are our school’s strengths?

- Strong curriculum focusing on the development of skills and subject knowledge.
- Progression of skills across the school (on MTP for teachers to access)
- Access to CPD for all staff online
- A healthy budget that provides children with all the resources they need
- Regular release time for subject lead to develop plans, support teachers and observe lessons
- Local cluster meetings with Art leads

How can we improve?

- Regular pupil voice
- Regular teacher and teaching assistant voice
- Regular monitoring of the impact of the curriculum
- Teacher confidence in different key skills and knowledge

How will we improve?

- Regular book looks and lesson drop ins
- Art lead to look into more enrichment opportunities such as trips and workshops
- Ensure that a drawing starter is completed at the start of each lesson
- Art lead to provide staff who are not as confident with appropriate CPD/ support


