History Curriculum Statement

Intent
At St Annes, we aim to enable the children to gain coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past as well as that of the wider world. We strive to teach the necessary tools to allow our children to explore their growing curiosity to know more about the past.  We believe that high- quality lessons can inspire children to think and act as historians as they begin learning about the world around them through a range of topics. During these topics, children have many opportunities to investigate events and significant people of the past in a variety of ways. Children first begin by gaining the knowledge and skills needed. Enrichment opportunities within the classroom and the use of educational visits are carefully mapped, to help apply the knowledge and skills they have gained. Topics are planned to ensure that children have opportunities to revise and revisit skills they have learnt.
The National curriculum 2014 aims for all children, to study history and to:

· know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world 
· know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind 
· gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 
· understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 
· understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed
Implementation
History is taught in blocks throughout the year, so that children achieve depth in their learning. As a school we teach through the framework of the 2014 National curriculum, using a scheme devised by learning challenges. We have identified the key knowledge and skills of each topic that has been planned for our year groups and consideration has been given to ensure progression across topics throughout each year group across the school. By the end of year 6, children will have a chronological understanding of British history from the Stone Age to the present day. They are able to draw comparisons and make connections between different time periods and their own lives. Interlinked with this are studies of world history, such as the ancient civilisations of Greece and the Mayans covered in years 4 an 5.

A range of activities, trips and visitors who come to school enriches the history curriculum across key stages. This allows children to apply their skills and deepen their knowledge and understanding. For example, in year 2s study of the Victorian- they get to spend the day as a Victorian child in school. They wear Victorian clothing, write with ink and quills, spend their day exploring games (linking to ‘toys’ in year 1), and experience being taught core subjects by a ‘Victorian’ teacher. Such enriched experiences help children engage in their learning and allow them to have a deeper understanding of the time period being researched. 
The topics are on a fixed basis, so teachers in each year group teach the same topics each year. This enables teachers to develop their resources and expertise, as well as developing effective curriculum links.
There is a focus throughout school on the knowledge that children will learn and there is an emphasis on remembering. In order to help children remember, regular retrieval sessions of previous topics is done at the beginning of each lesson. The knowledge learnt and retained is then built upon each year as their understanding of the context and concepts widens. 
The topics in key stage 1 and key stage 2 have been developed from a scheme devised by learning challenges. Each topic comes with a series of questions to allow the children to explore and think of their own ways to research and learn new facts about the past. The topics are closely linked to the Age-Related Expectations (AREs) in history, which allows a consistent application of the curriculum throughout the key stages. Planning is saved on the shared drive.
Resources are allocated to each year group in topic boxes, with additional resources ordered throughout the year.  We have a range of resources linked to topics. An audited list is available in the humanities folder on the shared drive. 
At the end of a unit of work children will write an “essay-style” answer using a structure strip to provide prompts on what needs to be discussed. These prompts will link to one of the lessons they have had/ things they have covered during the unit. This is to allow children the opportunity to show what they have learnt over the topic and that information is embedded and understood in the longer term. This allows teachers to assess which information has been remembered and is available for children to use when needed rather at a later point in time. 

At the end of each year children will complete a knowledge quiz based on the “know that” statements of the topics covered that year and this provided information to the following teacher about which areas are well remembered and understood and which areas could be the focus of retrieval practice the next year. 
Impact
· The ability to think critically about history and communicate their ideas with confidence

· To develop a sense of curiosity about the past and how and why people interpret the past in different ways. 

· The ability to support, evaluate and challenge their own and others’ views using historical evidence that they have found from a range of sources

· A gained respect for historical evidence and the ability to make critical use of it to support their learning

· The ability to think, reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past by formulating and refining questions and lines of enquiry

· To gain excellent knowledge and understanding of people, events and contexts from a range of historical periods, including significant events in Britain’s past.

