
“Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination and 

life to everything” - Plato

Music the St Anne’s Way



National Curriculum

Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of 
creativity. 

A high-quality music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop 
a love of music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-

confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. 

As pupils progress, they should develop a critical engagement with music, 
allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination to the best in 

the musical canon.



The national curriculum for music aims 

to ensure that: ‘all pupils perform, listen 

to, review and evaluate music across a 

range of historical periods, genres, 

styles and traditions, including the 

works of the great composers and 

musicians; learn to sing and to use 

their voices, to create and compose 

music on their own and with others, 

have the opportunity to learn a musical 

instrument, use technology 

appropriately and have the opportunity 

to progress to the next level of musical 

excellence; understand and explore 

how music is created, produced and 

communicated, including through the 

interrelated dimensions: pitch, 

duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, 

texture, structure and appropriate 

musical notations’.



Vision: At St. Anne’s, we aim to foster a positive attitude to music as an interesting, exciting part 
of the curriculum and a universal language that embodies the highest forms of creativity. 

Our curriculum offers a high-quality Music education where pupils work with a specialist teacher 
from One Education Music Service. We provide a spiral curriculum which means that skills 
introduced are constantly being repeated and built upon, year on year.  We want to provide 
enriching opportunities that inspire and foster a love for music from a young age. 

Concepts: Within our long term planning, we ensure that 4 different concepts are equally 
distributed to ensure we are constantly practicing music skills. These skills are: performing, 
composing, listening and appraising. 

Design: Our Music curriculum is skill led, meaning that every lesson has a different focus. These 
skills are built upon each year and constantly practiced to support our musical skills. 

Throughout their learning, the children listen to and appraise music from a variety of genres, 
backgrounds and time to develop their perspective and musical interest.          

Vocabulary: Each term we are introduced to new musical vocabulary which broadens our 
musical knowledge. Children will practice these skills in hands on, practical and fun lessons 
where they perform these skills for parents to see. 



Intent

At St. Anne’s the intention is that children gain a firm understanding of what music is through listening, 
singing, playing, evaluating, analysing, and composing across a wide variety of historical periods, 
styles, traditions, and musical genres. 

We aim to develop a curiosity for the subject, as well as an understanding and acceptance of the 
validity and importance of all types of music, and an unbiased respect for the role that music may wish 
to be expressed in any person’s life. 

We are committed to ensuring children understand the value and importance of music in the wider 
community, and are able to use their musical skills, knowledge, and experiences to involve 
themselves in music, in a variety of different contexts.



Units of Work

Each of our music units and the content covered has been thoughtfully selected using the 
national curriculum and one education key skills surrounding our topics. 

They are designed to build the children’s understanding and experiences surrounding a 
topic by immersing them within a balanced range of genres, musicians, themes and 
cultures. This will build children’s cultural capital whilst still being exciting and innovative.



Music
Coverage







Concepts

- Performing

- Composing

- Listening

- Appraising



EYFS curriculum

Music is classed as Expressive Arts and Design under the EYFS 
Development Matters framework. 

- (Development 

Matters, 2021)



EYFS



Key Stage 1

Pupils should be taught to:

• use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and 
speaking chants and rhymes

• play tuned and untuned instruments musically

• listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live 
and recorded music

• experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the 
interrelated dimensions of music

- (National Curriculum, 2021)



KS1



Key Stage 2

Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They 
should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas 
within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory.

Pupils should be taught to:

• play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical 
instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression

• improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the interrelated dimensions of 
music

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory

• use and understand staff and other musical notations

• appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers and musicians

• develop an understanding of the history of music

- (National Curriculum, 2021)



KS2 



Children in year 

4 receive 

specialist 

Ukulele lessons 

across the 

whole year.





Links with English and Maths 

Links have been made across the curriculum between Music and English. In 
some units the books studied in English are the basis for the themes 
explored and dictate the genre of music explored. This allows further 
exploration of our exciting English curriculum and brings it to life through our 
exciting music lessons. 

Within music maths is also prevalent throughout due to our awareness of 
musical concepts such as the number of beats. For example, in year 3’s 
Ancient Egyptians topic, children create an ostinato to the metre of 4. They 
also create a rhythmic phrase with the binary form A B. 



Year 6 Lesson Example



Example of progression of the ‘singing’:

Year 1 - Sing questions (call and response 
songs)
Year 2 - Sing Questions (call and response 
songs)
Year 3 - Begin to sing in parts
Year 4 - Sing in parts
Year 5 - Sing in two parts in harmony
Year 6 - Sing in 2 and 3 parts in harmony



Example of  the 

progression of key 

skills for Year 1



Example of  the 

progression of key 

skills for Year 6



Example of Medium term plan 





Cultural Capital 

The music curriculum for St Anne’s includes specific units to ensure that each 
year group experiences music from a variety of cultures, countries and genres. 

They will also experience the following:
- Possible visits to experience music from different parts of the world e.g. African 

music experience.
- Opportunities to perform in front of parents and the whole school in assemblies. 
- Learning about different musical genres and to explore and play with 

instruments from around the world. 
- Performances from orchestras, singers and other musicians
- Regular work with Opera North
- Opportunities for children to take part in theatrical in school performances



Impact

Whilst in school, children have access to a varied programme, which allows them 
to discover areas of strength, as well as areas they might like to improve upon. 
They will achieve age related expectations in music at the end of their cohort year 
and retain knowledge that is pertinent to music. 

Children will have the opportunity to foster their instrumental flare and use this as a 
form of expression by participating in wider musical activities and performance 
opportunities. 

Children will have heightened awareness of musical opportunities available in and 
outside of school in the hope that access will be increased and children will be 
able to enjoy music, in as many ways as they choose- either as listener, creator or 
performer.



Assessment 

At St Anne’s we assess music key skills through formative assessment within 
every lesson. As we use a spiral curriculum, we practice skills consistently to 
ensure we are meeting the key skills for each year group. 

Within each topic, children practice these skills and upload a video of their 
performance at the end of each half term for teachers to formatively assess and 
analyse whether certain key skills need to be repeated and focused on in the 
following term. Performances recorded will be uploaded to SeeSaw where 
children can watch themselves with their parents to celebrate their progress in 
music. 



Support 

Staff support:  
- National Curriculum
- Jules Kent from One Education        
- Websites
- Subscription to SingUp
- Medium Term Plans
- Subject Leader (Miss McCafferty)
- Google drive folders  

Parent and Pupil support:  
- SingUp
- One Education free music centres. 
To contact follow:

https://www.oneeducation.co.uk/teachi
ng-and-learning/music-centres

Or call: 0161 276 0104

https://www.oneeducation.co.uk/teaching-and-learning/music-centres
tel:01612760104










What are our schools strengths?

• Expert led music lessons for all years.
• Progression of skills across the school (supported by key skills)
• Spiral curriculum ensures previous learning is not forgotten
• Network support for subject lead with One Education
• Cross curricular links
• Our music provision within school has been audited by music specialists (One Education) who 

agreed we have a strong music curriculum. 

What do we need to get better at?

• Providing opportunities to showcase skills gained from music lessons outside of the classroom 
(linked to the local community)

• Musical experiences (either school trips or organisations coming to school)
• Subject knowledge of staff
• Consistent assessment by uploading to seesaw half termly

How will we improve?

• Subject lead to organise experiences outside of the classroom (trips, performances to parents, 
performances to the wider community)

• Providing a Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 music club after school in Spring and Summer term.
• Teachers consistently uploading/supporting children to upload their performances of key skills 
• in school to seesaw.



‘Without music, life would be a mistake.’ Friedrich Nietzsche 


