Curriculum Overview

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

The staff in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) at St. Ann’s RC Primary
School follow the EYFS Statutory Framework to teach the children within the
Unit. This curriculum enables all children to have a secure, safe and happy
Early Years’ Experience, in which they are helped to learn and thrive. This
curriculum is used to teach all children from birth to 5 and therefore brings
together multiple agencies — so that child-minders, Day Nurseries and schools
are all working from the same document.

In the EYFS Unit at St. Ann’s the children learn through play. Play is a
necessary part of our curriculum as it enables all children to develop and learn
at their own pace and with their unique learning style.

The Nursery & Reception children learn together in an environment which is
developed around the children’s interests. We pride ourselves on being an
exciting and engaging place to be — encouraging our children to be
independent learners through a range of practical activities. We follow a
thematic curriculum which allows us to be creative with our lessons and let the
children lead their own learning.

Our teaching is delivered through carefully planned tasks and guided key jobs.
The children access their environment feely; however they understand they
must complete ‘key jobs’ throughout the week which will scaffold and extend
their learning.

Their development is tracked through detailed, daily observations and child-
initiated interaction. This information is then transferred into your child’s
personal learning journey — a diary of information and photographs. We use
the information to record individual interests, track progress and plan the next
steps of your child’s learning.



The children are taught using Three Prime Areas of Learning:

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Communication and Language
Physical Development

And 4 Specific Areas of Learning:

Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the World
Expressive Arts & Design

All 7 areas of learning are all interlinked and are of paramount importance to
each other. However, the children primarily need to achieve in the 3 prime
areas in order to be successful in the 4 specific areas. ie. learning to listen will
help in all of the curriculum. Below is a summary of each area of learning,
examples of activities we cover to teach this area and ideas for activities you
could use to help your child at home.



Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)

This area covers most of the activities we do during the first half-term in both
Nursery & Reception. The children are provided with experiences and support
which will help them to develop a positive sense of themselves and others, learn
about showing respect for each other and develop their social skills.

During PSED sessions at St. Ann’s the children will take part in activities
such as:

1 Playing in a group
1 Role Play activities
7 Circle games
1 Parachute games
1 Using books, puppets, dolls etc. to explore friendships and feelings
1 Team building activities
1 Considering & reflecting on our similarities & differences
1 Turn — taking games
1 Barrier games
9 Partner work
1 Responsibilities given to children i.e. tidy area, Prayer Leader etc.
1 Opportunities for children to reflect on successes, achievements and their own
gifts and talents.

Ways in which you can support your child develop their PSED skills at
home

{1 Let your child help with household chores at home i.e. pairing up the socks,
tidying their bedroom etc.
71 Role play activities — let your child dress up as a nurse, doctor, firefighter,
superhero, princess etc. and play with them — discuss the types of lanquage
these people might use
1 Support your child in developing positive relationships by challenging negative
comments and actions towards either peers or adults
1 Help your child understand the feelings of others by labelling emotions such as
sadness, happiness, feeling cross, lonely, scared or worried.



{1 Model being a considerate and responsive partner in interactions
T Ensure that children and adults make opportunities to listen to each other and
explain their actions
1 Value and support decisions your child makes
{1 Talk to your child about choices they have made, and help them understand
that this may mean that they cannot do something else
{1 Ensure your child is aware of cultural differences in attitudes and to respect
these differences
1 Teach children to use and care for materials, and then trust them to do so
independently



Communication and Language

Communication and language development is of paramount importance for the
children during their time in the EYFS Unit at St. Ann’s. Within this area of
learning the children will learn the vital skills involved in developing good
listening and attention skills and how to understand and use language in an
effective way. Communication and Language skills are a big focus for our
children during their first term in school and children are supported through
adult-led activities, adult interaction and lots of opportunities to interact with
others. The EYFS staff at St. Ann’s are all trained to use Sign-A-Long sign
language to make interactions with the children easier during their time in the
Unit.

During Communication and Language sessions at St. Ann’s the children
will take part in activities such as:

1 Sharing stories, songs & rhymes
1 Listening walks
1 Using puppets, props etc. to encourage listening
' Games for children to learn about each other
1 Rhyming games
1 Alliteration games
1 Copying speech and voice sounds
1 Repetitive stories & rhymes for children to join in with
1 Providing opportunities for children to listen to each other i.e. News Time,
Show & Tell etc.
{1 Ordering & sequencing stories and events
1 Role-play activities
1 Hot-seating characters from stories
1 Encouraging correct use of language through the use of word games
1 Helping children to build their vocabulary by extending their experiences i.e.
school trips, visitors to school, science experiments etc.

Ways in which you can support your child develop their Communication
and Language skills at home

1 Show your child how to be a good listener by listening to them and others



1 Be patient — don’t interrupt or finish their sentences for them
1 Give them your full attention when they are speaking, showing them eye
contact and good body lanquage
1 Respond to what they are saying by asking questions or ask about their
opinions
1 Listen to your child reading
1 Speak clearly and confidently and in full sentences
1 Model using the right words and set an example
1 Use clear, simple directions for tasks and behaviours
1 Engage in discussions with your child and allow them the time to speak without
being interrupted
1 Ask for their opinions
1 Tell them about your day and ask about theirs
{ Limit the amount of T.V. your child watches
1 Ensure your child is no longer using a dummy / sucking their thumb
1 Play listening games with me like “Simon Says....” where your child has to copy
and action or “Ready, Steady, Go” where they have to wait to push the ball or
car
' Make up silly sentences where each word begins with the same sound as at the
start of my name
1 When your child is helping you to make the lunch, ask questions like “what do
I need to cut the apple?” or “what do I need to pour your milk/water into?” so
that they can find you the thing you need
1 When you are tidying up give them simple instructions like “put your shoes in
the basket” or “put the remote control on the sofa”.



Physical Development

The Physical Development area of learning covers physical education and both
fine and gross motor skills. Within this area of learning the children will learn
how to develop their gross motor skills in order to travel around, under and
over climbing and balancing equipment effectively. They will also take part in
activities to strengthen the muscles in their hands and arms and practise their
fine motor skills — including holding a pencil for writing. The children in the
EYFS Unit at St. Ann’s also take part in weekly P.E. sessions with our school
P.E. coach, Mr Lundy. These sessions are an important part of the EYFS
curriculum at St. Ann’s as they are an opportunity for the children to become
confident in their physical skills and abilities and develop their fine and gross
motor skills, through fun and engaging activities.

During Physical Development sessions at St. Ann’s the children will take
part in activities such as:

9 Obstacle races
1 Parachute games
{1 Balancing games
T Ball skills
1 Movement games
9 Bike and scooter races
1 Dancing
1 Playing hopscotch
1 Fine motor activities i.e. using tweezers, threading beads etc.
1 Gross motor activities i.e. drawing on floors and walls, obstacles courses etc.
1 Carpet sessions discussing ways in which we can keep our bodies healthy and
clean

Ways in which you can support your child develop their Physical
Development skills at home

1 Let your child practise using children’s scissors to cut dough, cooked spaghetti
or paper
{1 Make an obstacle course in your garden where your child has to run, crawl,
climb, jump and balance



1 Den building
1 Playing games like football, basketball or throwing balls into bowls or boxes
1 Threading plastic bottle tops with holes onto string or shoe laces
1 Make fruit kebabs or vegetable faces to help your child try different types of
fruit and vegetables
{ Join active extra-curricular clubs such as swimming, dancing, football etc.
{ Talk to your child about the importance of staying clean and healthy and
keeping fit
1 Mould and shape objects with play dough to strengthen the muscles in their
hands
1 Let your child practise picking up objects using tweezers
1 Threading and sewing activities
1 Teach your child how to hold their pencil with the correct grip and practise
drawing lines and circles
1 Practise letter formation



Literacg

Literacy is one of the specific areas of learning within the EYFS curriculum.
During Literacy sessions the children will explore a wide variety of written texts
including fictional picture books, non-fiction information texts, poetry,
magazines, and newspaper articles etc. The children have a weekly book focus
which ties in with the topic for the half term i.e. when looking at the topic
‘winter’ the children will look at books such as Stick Man, The Jolly Christmas
Postman, Jack Frost, The Snowman etc. They will also look at non-fiction texts



