Promoting British Values at St Edmund Arrowsmith CATHOLIC High School
At St Edmund Arrowsmith we are committed to promoting the fundamental British Values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect, and tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs. These principles are central to our curriculum, pastoral support, collective worship, and wider enrichment programme, and they are deeply rooted in our school mission statement in its commitment to “Prepare the way of the Lord”, through our ACTIONS, as these are the foundation of our relationships with each other and the wider world.
We believe that living out these values helps to prepare our students for life in modern Britain — enabling them to become thoughtful, responsible, and respectful citizens.
How We Deliver British Values in Our School?

British Values are actively explored through our Pastoral Curriculum, Religious Education, and wider curriculum subjects. Students learn about democracy, justice, liberty, and diversity through engaging topics and debate, supporting their ability to think critically and form well-rounded perspectives.
We actively promote:
· Tolerance and Respect – Encouraging understanding and appreciation of others’ beliefs, cultures, and identities.
· Equality and Diversity – Celebrating the uniqueness of every individual, challenging prejudice, and fostering an inclusive environment.
· Extremism and Intolerance – Educating students on the dangers of radicalisation and promoting open-mindedness and critical thinking to resist divisive ideologies.
· Trial Results and Real-World Examples – Using current events and judicial outcomes to reinforce the importance of the rule of law and justice in society, supporting students in making sense of the world around them.

Collective Worship and Assemblies:
Through weekly celebrations of the word, we reflect on core British Values alongside our Catholic values, reinforcing messages of justice, compassion, service, and respect.
Pastoral Programme:
Our pastoral system promotes student well-being and character development. Through our Pastoral Curriculum students explore topics such as respect, law, liberty, diversity, and digital citizenship in a supportive environment.
Enrichment and Student Leadership:
Opportunities such as student council, peer mentoring, and charitable initiatives give students a voice and encourage democratic engagement. Our enrichment programme provides meaningful experiences that develop empathy, resilience, and leadership.
At St Edmund Arrowsmith, British Values are not just taught — they are lived. They support our mission to form well-rounded individuals who can thrive as respectful, active citizens in a diverse and ever-changing world.

