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SUBJECT: English  
YEAR GROUP  Year 9 

Rationale  Students in Year 9 strengthen the reading, writing and communication skills which were introduced in Y7 and 

Y8.  Students will read a range of fiction and non-fiction texts: prose, poetry and drama texts, both in extract 

form and in their entirety.  Across the academic year, students will learn to write for a range of different purposes 

and are taught how to respond thoughtfully and critically to texts that they have read. By the end of Y9, pupils 

will have firmly laid the foundations needed for success at KS4.   
 

  Autumn Term 

1  
Autumn Term 2  Spring Term 1  Spring Term 2  Summer Term 

1  
Summer Term 

2  
Topic/Unit  Of Mice and 

Men 

Building Tension 

– Narrative 

Writing 

Animal Farm and 

Rhetoric 

Transactional 

Writing 

Speaking and 

Listening 

An Inspector 

Calls 

Knowledge  Reading:  

Pupils to read 

‘Of Mice & 

Men’ by John 

Steinbeck.   

They will study: 

the context of 

1930s USA; 

Tier 2 and Tier 

3 vocabulary 

and literary 

techniques.    

  

Reading 

comprehension 

preparation: 

retrieval of 

information and 

understanding 

of writer’s 

craft.  Unseen 

extracts from 

‘Of Mice and 

Men’ and other 

unseen 

extracts will be 

used to 

develop the 

‘Comment-

Quote- stucture 

of writing. 

  

  

 

Reading:  

Continue with the 

study of ‘Of Mice 

and Men’  

 

 

Writing:  

Pupils to write a 

dramatic moment 

inspired by ‘Of 

Mice and Men’.  

This will require 

pupils to write a 

story on a single 

event which 

builds tension 

developing prior 

knowledge. 

 

Reading:  

Pupils to read 

‘Animal Farm’ by 

George Orwell.   

They will study: 

narrative 

structure; 

character; the 

context of 1900s 

communist 

Russia and 

Orwell’s life; 

rhetoric; cultural 

capital (political 

power; 

democracy vs 

dictatorship; 

hierarchy.)   

 

Writing Scheme:  

writing of 

transactional 

pieces, 

particularly 

articles and 

speeches.   

  

 

Reading:  Pupils 

will continue to 

study ‘Animal 

Farm’ 

 

 

Reading: 

Pupils will also 

study a variety of 

significant 

speeches 

through history.  

  

Writing:  

Pupils to practise 

transactional 

(non-fiction) 

writing, focusing 

on speeches.  

Pupils will write a 

persuasive 

speech, 

demonstrating 

learning of 

persuasive 

techniques, 

rhetoric and how 

to influence their 

target audience. 

Speaking and 

Listening:    

Pupils to write, 

learn and 

perform a 

persuasive 

speech on a 

topic of their 

choice.   

 

Writing: Continue 

to prepare for 

Assessmentt 2: 

transactional 

writing: articles 

and speeches 

 

Speaking and 

Listening: 

(continued)   

Pupils to write, 

learn and 

perform a 

persuasive 

speech on a 

topic of their 

choice.   

 

Poetry Unit:  

The study and 

analysis of a 

collection of 

poetry.  

Strengthening 

previous learning 

and developing 

the written 

analytical skills 

needed when 

writing about 

poetry.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Autumn Term 

1  
Autumn Term 2  Spring Term 1  Spring Term 2  Summer Term 

1  
Summer Term 

2  
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Skills  Reading: 

Locate & 

retrieve 

information; 

strengthen the 

response to 

the text using 

supporting 

evidence; 

analyse the 

writer’s use of 

language; 

show 

awareness of 

how the 

historical 

context affects 

the text.  

 

 

 

Reading: 

Locate & retrieve 

information; 

respond to the 

text using 

supporting 

evidence; 

analyse the 

writer’s use of 

language; show 

awareness of 

how the 

historical context 

affects the text.  

 

 

Writing: 

narrative 

structure; 

sophisticated 

vocabulary; 

technical 

accuracy & 

fluency 

(VSSPS). 

 

Reading: 

Respond to the 

text using 

supporting 

evidence; 

analyse the 

writer’s use of 

language using 

the subject 

terminology 

where 

appropriate; 

explore the 

relationship 

between the text 

and its historical 

context. 

 

Writing:  

Development of 

vocabulary and 

knowledge of a 

range of topics.  

Writing 

structures and 

format of writing 

styles.  

Developing 

ideas and 

planning work 

effectively.   

 

 

 

Writing: 

Demonstrate 

awareness of 

format, tone, 

purpose and 

audience; 

development of 

ideas; use of 

rhetorical 

devices; 

appropriate 

register; 

technical 

accuracy & 

fluency 

(VSSPS). 

 

Speaking and 

Listening:  

Developing 

knowledge of 

speaking and 

listening skills 

and research.  

Application of 

learning from 

Term 2 to 

perform a 

developed 

speech. 

 

Reading:  

Develop 

understanding of 

Shakesperean 

language and 

literature 

analysis.  

Character 

development 

and plot recall.   

 

Unseen Poetry:  

Developing skills 

of analysis 

learned in Years 

7 and 8.  

Incorporating a 

mix of 

techniques 

learned 

previously and 

developing the 

maturity of 

understanding of 

metaphor, 

pathetic fallacy 

and 

personification. 

   

Speaking & 

Listening: 

Speak clearly & 

confidently; use 

Standard 

English 

accurately; 

adapt speech to 

a range of 

situations; 

structure speech 

well; justify ideas 

& answer 

questions with 

clarity. 

 

  Autumn Term 

1  
Autumn Term 2  Spring Term 1  Spring Term 2  Summer Term 

1  
Summer Term 

2  
Assessments: 

Formative  

Learning 

Check 1:  

In-class quiz 

questions to 

support 

revision of 

knowledge (Of 

Mice and Men) 

Learning Check 

2: 

Comment-Quote 

question from an 

unseen text 

 Learning   

Check 1:  Recall 

test on key 

terminology 

Learning Check 

2:  Unseen 

speech writing 

task to plan and 

write 

 

 

Assessments: 

Summative 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 November: 

Summative 

assessment: 

Section A: 

knowledge of 

1930s USA; 

definitions of 

vocabular (Tier 2 

and 3); SPAG 

Check. 

 

Section B:  

  May Summative 

Assessment: 

Section A:  

Knowledge of 

key terminology 

and SPaG rules. 

 

Section B: 

Plan and write a 

persuasive 

speech on an 

unseen task. 
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unseen fiction 

reading 

questions (Use 

of ‘Comment-

Quote’ style 

responses) 

 

 

 

Homework  Knowledge 

organisers 

used to aid 

revision and 

recall of ‘Of 

Mice and Men’ 

and SPAG 

definitions 

 

Spelling tests 

and definitions 

tests 

 

Private reading 

 

SPAG 

homework 

tests 

 

 
 

Unseen extract 

Comment-Quote 

practice and 

annotations 

 

SPAG 

homework tests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tier 2 and Tier 3 

Vocabulary 

revision 

 

SPAG 

homework tests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Identify features 

of transactional 

writing 

 

SPAG 

homework tests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research and 

learning of 

speech 

 

SPAG 

homework tests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Research 

subjects for 

upcoming 

speeches 

 

Writing and 

preparation of 

speeches 

 

Pupils to 

practise delivery 

of speech  

 

SPAG 

homework tests 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

   


